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CL.APRIL.16

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Christmas Lights Sub Committee held on 14 April 2016 at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett (Chairman), J. Beckett and R. Hughes.
Also present: Councillor M. Whittle.

Clerk:

Assistant Town Clerk.
16.350.CL
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor L. Ridgway and L. Owen.
16.351.CL
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no interests declared.
16.352.CL
MINUTES
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Hughes seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Christmas Lights Sub Committee held on 12 November 2015.
16.353.CL
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS EVENT 2016
Councillor Hughes asked the Chairman if he could speak with the relevant managers at Muller earlier this year to see if it would be possible to source a Christmas tree locally.
The Chairman agreed and thought it was a good idea.
Councillor Hughes said at last year’s Christmas lights it was mentioned by a few members that it would be nice to have a Christmas tree in front of the Buttercross in Cheshire Street.  He said Cheshire Street is the main road within the town, the Buttercross is the towns focal point; having a tree in front of it would be a nice thing to do and would be seen coming up the road.
He suggested having two Christmas trees in town this year, one in High Street and another in front of the Buttercross.  Next year when we have more money in the budget the Council could look into decorating High Street properly and remove the tree.

The Chairman agreed and suggested if they were to have two smaller trees which are to be sourced locally would cut down transportation costs, Muller may fund them both.  He said he would ask the question and report back at the next meeting.

Councillor Whittle asked if the additional tree in front of the Buttercross would have security railings around it like the tree in High Street.

Councillor Hughes said yes; they would have to be made and suggested asking the prison to make them.
Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Alcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To go ahead and have an additional Christmas tree this year in front of the Buttercross in Cheshire Street.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Hughes seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To have safety railings around the tree made up asking Stoke Heath Prison to make them.

Councillor Aldcroft said the Council have tried in the past to get wayleaves in High Street but have been unsuccessful.

Councillor Hughes said he has been out to the area today with the two Clerks and have identified two areas where displays could go; one on the side of 21 shop and lights could go on the tree in the square which would look effective.
The Chairman said he has sourced some quotes for removable stages, which he will forward on to the Clerks to have a look at and put on the next agenda.

Councillor Hughes said this would be a good idea to purchase; it could be used for other events plus it might be difficult getting an articulated lorry down Cheshire Street for the lights switch on stage.

The Chairman suggested the third Saturday in November for the event.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Hughes seconded and it was RESOLVED:
For the Christmas Lights event 2016 to be held on Saturday 19 November 2016.

The Chairman asked the Assistant Clerk if she had anything to add.

The Assistant Clerk said she has spoken to the Christmas Lights contractor who has told her the six friezes around the town are not fit for purpose this year.

She said only half the lights on the displays work, they have confirmed they are no longer in a serviceable condition which are letting down the general appearance of the scheme.
The Assistant Clerk suggested the committee members look into purchasing replacements motif lighting for:

· 1 on the Town Hall

· 1 on the front of the Library

· 1 on the back of the Library

· 1 on Bet Fred
· 1 on Iceland

· 1 on Allsorts

She said she has contacted the lights contractor who have come back with a list of ex-hire motifs that the Council could possibly purchase.  She confirmed that the motifs would come fully re-roped, they are all LED, aluminum framed and come with a warranty.

The Assistant Clerk circulated the list of light motif with prices for all members to see.

Councillor Aldcroft thought it was a good idea for the Town Council to purchase re-conditioned lights.

The Chairman asked how much was in the Christmas Lights budget.
The Assistant Clerk said there is £3000 in this year’s capital budget and £2800 in Earmarked reserves making a total of £5800.

She thought it would be a sensible idea to keep £1000 back in the budget for contingency with the catenary cabling.  This is also very old and some may need replacing this year.

Councillor Hughes said this was a good idea.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Hughes seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To go ahead and purchase the new Christmas lights motif at a cost of £2850.

· Enchanted Trees (bespoke)
 £900

For the Town Hall

· Blue Enchanted Forest
 £350

For the side of Bet Fred
· Red Enchanted Forest
 £350

For the wall by Iceland

· Poussiere D’Etoile x2 green  £450

For the front of the Library

· Poussiere D’Etoile x2 red
 £450

For the back of the Library
· Sapin De Soie


 £350

For the side of Allsorts 

Councillor Hughes reported to members that the lights in the trees in Queen Street have had to be removed because they were suffocating the branches.
He said although lights in trees look effective, they would need to be removed each year if these were to be replaced.

The Assistant Clerk said she has also asked the contractors for a price list of decorating real trees and handed out the three options for members to have a look at.

Councillor Aldcroft said option two would be the best for the town.  He said uplighters look effective and is also the cheapest option.

Councillor Hughes suggested the tree by the bus park would be ideal because it is the gateway into the town.

Councillor Aldcroft suggested the tree at the back of the Library would be nice; it would be seen by lots of people visiting the Festival Drayton Centre.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Hughes seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To go ahead and purchase two high power RGB colour change LED uplighter to the base of the crown of the trees; one at Towers Lawn Bus Station and one at the back of the Library at a cost of £507 plus VAT each.
After a brief discussion.

The Chairman said how well he thought last year’s Christmas event went and hoped that this year’s event runs the same to attract a lot of people to the town.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Hughes seconded and it was RESOLVED:
For the Assistant Clerk to go ahead and provisionally book the entertainment that was booked last year.
The meeting concluded at 6.50 pm.
Signed:  …………………………



Date:       …………………………

