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2                                                     C.MAY 2021

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of The Annual Council meeting held on 20 May 2021 
at 7.30pm.
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, A. Allen, T. Beckett, B. Chapman, G Chevins, 
M. Erwin, R. Hughes, T. Manton, I. Nellins, R. Smith, M. Smith and M. Whittle.
Also: 1 member of the public present and 10 virtual attendees.
Clerks:   Town Clerk and Projects Officer.

The Mayor announced the meeting was being recorded and live streamed.


The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting.
C.01
Election of Town Mayor for the municipal year 2021/22

Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded to nominate Councillor Aldcroft.
There being no more nominations it was RESOLVED with 6 votes for, 2 against and 4 abstentions:

To duly elect Councillor Aldcroft as Town Mayor for the municipal year 2021/22.
The Town Mayor to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office after the meeting due to Covid19 restrictions.
C.02
Election of Deputy Town Mayor for the municipal year 2021/22
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded to nominate Councillor R. Smith.
There being no more nominations it was RESOLVED unanimously:

To duly elect Councillor R. Smith as Deputy Town Mayor for the municipal year 2021/22
C.03
Apologies for absence

No apologies were received.
C.04
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

There were no pecuniary interests declared.
C.05   Public Session

No written questions had been submitted by members of the public. 

C.06    Minutes
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor M. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with two abstentions:
To agree and adopt the minutes of the Council meeting held on 22 April 2021.

C.07
Appointments of Standing Committees Chairman and Vice Chairman
The Chair asked for nominations for Chairman and Vice Chairman for the standing committees:

i) Planning - Chairman
Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded to nominate Councillor R. Smith.
There being no other nomination it was RESOLVED unanimously:
To duly elect Councillor R. Smith as Chairman of the Planning Committee for the municipal year 2021/22.
Planning – Vice Chairman

Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Chapman seconded to nominate Councillor Beckett. 
There being no other nomination it was RESOLVED unanimously:

To duly elect Councillor Beckett as Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee.
ii)  Community and Governance - Chairman
Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Chevins seconded to nominate Councillor  Nellins. 
Councillor R. Smith nominated Councillor Whittle.  Councillor Whittle said that he did not wish to be nominated as Vice Chair.
There being no other nominations it was RESOLVED unanimously:
To duly elect Councillor  Nellins as Chairman of the Community and Governance Committee.

Community and Governance – Vice chairman
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded to nominate Councillor Allen. 

Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Beckett seconded to nominate Councillor M. Smith.
The vote was as follows:
Councillor Allen – 5 for, 5 against, 2 abstentions
Councillor M. Smith  – 6 for, 5 against, 1 abstention
There being no other nominations it was RESOLVED:
To duly elect Councillor M. Smith as Vice Chairman of the Community and Governance Committee for the municipal year 2021/22.
iii) Services and Facilities - Chairman 

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Allen seconded to nominate Councillor Whittle.

Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Chevins seconded to nominate Councillor Manton.

The vote was as follows:

Councillor Whittle – 6 for, 6 against
Councillor Manton – 6 for, 5 against, 1 abstention
The casting vote from the Chair was for Councillor Whittle.

There being no other nominations it was RESOLVED:

To duly elect Councillor Whittle as Chair of the Services and Facilities Committee for the municipal year 2021/22.

Services and Facilities - Vice Chairman
Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Manton seconded to nominate Councillor M. Smith.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Allen seconded to nominate Councillor Erwin.

The vote was as follows

Councillor M. Smith – 7 for, 5 against,
Councillor Erwin – 5 for, 5 against, 2 abstentions
There being no other nominations it was RESOLVED:
To duly elect Councillor M. Smith as Vice Chairman of the Services and Facilities Committee for the municipal year 2021/22.

iv) Finance and General Purposes - Chairman

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Chevins seconded to nominate Councillor Manton
There being no other nominations it was RESOLVED unanimously:
To duly elect Councillor Manton as Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee for the municipal year 2021/22
Finance and General Purposes – Vice chairman
Councillor Beckett proposed, Councillor Chevins seconded to nominate Councillor Chapman.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded to nominate Councillor Allen.

The vote was a follows:
Councillor Chapman – 7 for, 5 against
Councillor Allen – 5 for, 7 against

There being no other nominations it was RESOLVED:
To duly elect Councillor Chapman as Vice Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee for the municipal year 2021/22
C.08
Personnel Committee and Personnel Appeals Committee
To agree the membership of:

i) Personnel Committee 

After a short discussion regarding membership of the committee;
Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 6 for, 5 against and 1 abstention:

Councillors Erwin, Nellins, R. Smith and Whittle remain on the Personnel
Committee for the municipal year 2021/22.  
The two vacancies to be filled by newly elected Councillors.  
Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Manton seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:

To duly elect Councillors Chevins and Hughes to the Personnel Committee for the municipal year 2021/22.
Full membership of the Personnel Committee: Councillors Chevins, Erwin, Hughes, Nellins, R. Smith and Whittle.
ii) Personnel Appeals committee.
Membership of the Personnel Appeals Committee for the municipal year 2021/22:
Councillors Aldcroft, Allen, Chapman, Beckett, Manton, M. Smith
C.09
Appointment of any New Committee

The chair asked for suggestions for new committees.  He said that new committees can be appointed at a later meeting if required.

No requests for new committees were received.
C.10
Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Chevins seconded and it was RESOLVED unanimously:

To appoint the following representatives to the outside bodies.

1) Market Drayton Community Enterprise

2   Representatives – Councillors Whittle and M. Smith
2) Emergency Planning

2    Representatives – Councillors R. Smith and Aldcroft 

3) RAF Shawbury Helicopter Noise Liaison Group

1    Representative – Councillor Manton 

4) Shropshire Association of Local Councils Area Committee

2    Representatives – Councillors Whittle and Beckett
5) Market Drayton Sports Association

2    Representatives – Councillors Chapman and Hughes
6) The Zone Steering Group

           3   Representatives – Councillors Aldcroft, Chapman and Hughes
7) Market Drayton Traders Association 
3 Representatives - Councillors Chevins, Hughes and M. Smith 
8) Walkmills Meadows 
2 Representatives - Councillors Allen and Manton
The Clerk said that 7) and 8) had been added to the list due to recent requests for Town Council representation on their organisations.
C.11
General Power of Competence

The Clerk explained that the General Power of Competence gives Councils the power to do anything subject to statutory prohibitions, restrictions and limitations.  In simple terms, it gives councils the power to do anything an individual can do provided it is not prohibited by other legislation
Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Allen seconded and it was RESOLVED unanimously:
From 20 May 2021 until the next relevant Annual Meeting of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 order no 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions), to adopt the General Power of Competence.

C.12
Schedule of Meetings
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED unanimously:
To approve the schedule of ordinary meetings for the 2021/22 Civic year.  

C.13
Delegation and Terms of Reference for Committees:

Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Allen seconded and it was RESOLVED unanimously: 
To agree the delegation arrangements and terms of references for the following standing committees with the suggested amendments from the Town Clerk. 

i) Finance and General Purposes

ii) Services and Facilities

iii) Planning

iv) Personnel

v) Community and Governance

C.14
Signatories on the Council’s Bank Account

Due to some members not being re-elected the signatories on the bank account need to be reconsidered and new signatories agreed.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Allen seconded and it was RESOLVED unanimously: 

To agree the following Councillors/Officers as bank signatories:
Councillors Aldcroft, Manton, R. Smith plus the Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
C.15
Clerk’s Emergency Scheme of Delegation 
Councillor Nellins said the Emergency Scheme of Delegation has worked well and he saw no reason why it should not continue.
After a short discussion Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Allen seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:
To extend the Clerk’s Emergency Scheme of Delegation, as set out below, until 24 June 2021. 
        ‘ii)   Clerk’s emergency scheme of delegation:

Delegate powers to the Clerk to spend up to a limited amount of £10,000 and to authorise urgent work when unforeseen circumstances occur. (the normal amount allowed for the Clerk to spend is £5,000.)

Delegate to the Chair of Planning along with the Clerk to respond to 

planning applications (Councillors are still able to submit their own personal comments)

The Clerk will be in constant communication with Chairs of committees and will decide on different issues as they arise.’

C.16
NHS Day


The Chair said it was resolved at the Services and Facilities meeting held on the 25 March 2021 to agree to go ahead in principle and to look into holding a town event to celebrate NHS day on Monday 5 July 2021.

He said that copies of the working group notes were circulated with the agenda.  He asked Council to consider recommendations from the working group for the event and to consider setting a budget of £1,000 to cover costs. 

Councillor Nellins said the event would be a large Coffee morning, held at the medical practice, to mark the NHS day.   Light refreshments and hopefully some entertainment would be provided for NHS, social care and frontline workers as a token of appreciation.
Councillor R. Smith asked if a decision has been made regarding the location of the event as the Beacon Community Centre was approached as a possible venue.  The chair said he was expecting a response from the Medical Practice by the end of the week.

Councillor Chevins proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:
To agree to hold the NHS Day event with a budget of £1,000 for the event.
The meeting concluded at 8.21pm.
Signed:…………………………         Dated: ………..……………

