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C.MAY.2020

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a virtual Annual Council meeting held on 28 May 2020 
at 7.30pm.
PRESENT: Councillors: R Aldcroft, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A. Cartwright, 
M. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough, D. Minnery, I. Nellins, R. Smith, and M. Whittle.
Attendees from the public: 1
Clerks:   Town Clerk and Projects Officer.

The Mayor announced the meeting was being recorded and live streamed.


The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting.
C.01
Election of Town Mayor for the municipal year 2020/21

Councillor Glover asked to speak.  He said we are in important period of public life that has never been seen before and due to the Coronavirus Pandemic and lock down.  In terms of Local Authorities Police and Crime Commissioners meeting regulations 2020 other Councils in Shropshire have held their meetings under a virtual format and resolved that leadership teams should remain in place May until 2021, with delegated powers given to those same Councillors as well as Town Clerk.  The Council continues to fulfil all core responsibilities.  
Councillor Glover proposed the election of town mayor for the municipal year of 2020/21 be suspended for a period of 6 months. He requested a recorded vote. 

There was no seconder for the proposal.
He said this would allow Councillor Roger Smith to complete his projects and charity support.  He said that this could be done under the new legislation as Shrewsbury have done.
The clerk responded that Councillor Glover’s proposal was not on the Agenda.  She said it was agreed unanimously at the last Council meeting, held a couple of weeks ago, that the Annual meeting would be held this evening.  The first item on the agenda is to elect a Mayor for the municipal year 2020/21.  This election is for a 12 month period not 6 months, as specified under the Annual Meeting regulations.
Cllr Whittle said, with all due respect, Council voted to hold the Annual Council Meeting at the last meeting, therefore we go ahead with it, it is not on the agenda to do anything else; we can’t vote on an item that is not on the agenda.
The Clerk asked for any other comments.
Councillor R Smith said he had listened to what had been said and that Council needed to move on and elect a Town Mayor for the municipal year 20/21; he nominated Councillor Aldcroft.

Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and nominated:

Councillor Aldcroft for Town Mayor.
There being no other nominations.
It was RESOLVED:

That  Councillor  Aldcroft be duly elected  Town Mayor for the municipal year 2020/21.
Councillor R. Smith agreed to pass the Chain of Office to Councillor Aldcroft at the first suitable opportunity.
Councillor Aldcroft thanked Councillors for the opportunity to be Mayor;  he said that with everyone’s support the Council will face the challenges for our community with enthusiasm and good team work as we have in the past. He thanked Councillor R. Smith for the projects he undertook, including the VE day video which was produced during the period Councillor R. Smith was shielding.

The Mayor signed the official Declaration Register of Acceptance of Office and said he would take the book to the Town Hall to be signed by the Clerk. 

C.02
Election of Deputy Town Mayor for the municipal year 2020/21
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and nominated:
Councillor R. Smith as Deputy Town Mayor.
There being no more nominations.

It was RESOLVED:

Councillor R. Smith was duly elected Deputy Town Mayor for the municipal year 2020/21
The  Mayor said he would take the  Declaration Register of Acceptance of Office to Councillor R. Smith the following day for signature.
The Deputy Mayor thanked all the members of the council for their help over his term as Mayor, he and his wife had a very busy time and  thoroughly enjoyed the civic service and dinners they attended.  He also personally thanked all the office staff for their help and support.
C.03
Apologies for absence


There were no apologies were received.

C.04
Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

There were no pecuniary interests declared.

C.05   Public Session

No questions were submitted by members of the public.
The Clerk said that members of the public can join the meeting by phone to ask a question or submit questions in writing.
C.06    Minutes
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16 January 2020 
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 14 May 2020 
C.07
Appointments of Standing Committees Chairman and Vice Chairman

The Chair suggested the appointments be approved under one vote.  Members were happy with this suggestion.
Councillor Whittle asked Councillor Cartwright if he would be willing to be Vice-chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee; Councillor Cartwright said he was happy to take up the position.
Councillor Aldcroft said he was concerned Councillor M. Smith is not attending  meetings and asked the Chair of the Community and Governance Committee if he would like to nominate another Vice Chair.  Councillor Whittle asked if anyone would like to volunteer for the position;  no volunteers came forward.

As there were no more nominations for Committee positions:

Councillor Minnery proposed and Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To duly elect the following Chairman and Vice Chairman for the municipal year 2020/21: 
Councillor R. Smith as Chairman of the Planning Committee

Councillor Glover as Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee

Councillor Whittle as Chairman of the Community and Governance Committee

Councillor M. Smith as Vice Chairman of the Community and Governance Committee. 
Councillor Aldcroft as Chairman of the Services and Facilities Committee  
Councillor Glover as Vice Chairman of the Services and Facilities Committee
Councillor Glover as Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

Councillor Cartwright as Vice Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
The meeting was suspended to allow Councillors to take part in the weekly Clap for Key Workers.
C.08
Personnel and Personnel Appeals Committee

The Clerk highlighted an error in the listing of membership of the Personnel and Personnel Appeals Committees: Councillor Minnery should be included as a member of the Personnel Committee and Councillor M. Smith replaced Councillor Nellins on the Appeals Committee.


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree membership to the committees as below for the municipal year 2020/21:

i) Personnel Committee:  Councillors Cartwright, Erwin, Minnery, Nellins, R. Smith and Whittle

ii) Personnel Appeals Committee: Councillors Aldcroft, J. Beckett, T. Beckett, Glover, Gough and M. Smith
C.09
Appointment of Representatives on outside bodies

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Gough seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To appoint the following representatives on outside bodies for  the municipal
 year 2020/21:
1) Councillors Glover and Cartwright - Market Drayton Community Enterprise 
2) Councillors R. Smith and Aldcroft - Emergency Planning
3) Councillor Whittle - RAF Shawbury Helicopter Noise Liaison Group
4) Councillors Aldcroft and Whittle - Shropshire Association of Local Councils Area Committee
5) Councillors Aldcroft and Whittle - Market Drayton Sports Association

6) Councillors Aldcroft and Glover - The Zone Steering Group 
C.10
Schedule of meetings

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To adopt the schedule of ordinary meetings for the 2020/21 Municipal year.

C.11
Terms of reference for committees:


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree the terms of references for the standing committees.
C.12
Information
Members were reminded that it is their responsibility to keep their Declaration of Interests up to date, including the interests of family members.
The meeting concluded at 8.15 pm.
Chairman
……………………...……….             Date ………………………


