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16.SEPTEMBER.C

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a Council meeting held on 1 September 2016 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: K. Brown, D. M. Erwin, D. S. Erwin, S. Glover, R. Hughes, D. Minnery (Mayor), C. Purcell, L. Ridgway, R. Smith, V. Taylor and M. Whittle.
Also present: 1 member of the press and 3 members of the public.

Clerks:
Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
16.134.C
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Aldcroft, Cadwallader, Gough and Owen.
16.135.C
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests declared.

16.136.C
PUBLIC SESSION
The Mayor introduced and welcomed Mr. Ross Henderson, head of retail at Severn Hospice to the meeting.
Standing Orders were suspended to enable Mr. Henderson to speak.

Mr. Henderson thanked all members for the opportunity to speak at the meeting.

He said there are on average 2,000 referrals each year to Severn Hospice from Shropshire and Mid Wales for help both in homes and in the community; in order for the hospice to run this service they need to raise 6 million pounds each year this is achieved by having hospice charity shops.

Mr. Henderson said the hospice is looking at opening a shop in Cheshire Street to help raise extra funds; the hospice is very community focused and would like the support of the Town Council.  He invited Town Councillors and County Council Councillors to meet up altogether to discuss how they can all work together.

The Mayor thanked Mr. Henderson for his invitation and suggested he gives the Clerk his contact details so she can email all the Councillors.

The meeting went back into committee. 
16.137.C
MINUTES

Councillor Glover said there are various pages missing from the Council Minute book.
The Mayor said we he will take one meeting at a time.

Full Council – 18 February 2016 
Pages 142-147

The Mayor deferred the minutes due to pages 143 and 145 missing from the minute book.
Extraordinary Council – 24 March 2016
Pages 151-152

The Mayor deferred the minutes due to page 152 missing from the minute book.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor M. Erwin seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree and adopt the minutes of an Extraordinary meeting of the Town Council held on 28 April 2016.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:

To agree and adopt the minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held on 12 May 2016.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:

To agree and adopt the minutes of an Extraordinary meeting of the Town Council held on 30 June 2016.

Mr. Henderson left the Chamber.

16.138.C
MAYOR’S ANNMOUCEMENTS
The Mayor said the summer has been a particularly quiet period; he has attended the 90th birthday celebrations at the Abbey and took the solute on the Arms Forces Day, has met with a number of organizations regarding the planning issues within the town and has a number of invitations pending.

The Mayor wanted to inform members that did not attend the Services and Facilities Committee meeting last Tuesday that the decision of the new Skate Park design has been chosen, it was featured in the Advertiser and the design will be displayed in the Town Hall in due course.
16.139.C
COMMITTEE MINUTES
Planning Committee

The Mayor deferred the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 7 April 2016 due to page 154 missing.
Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED with 4 abstentions:

To agree to receive the minutes of the following Planning Committee Meetings held on: 
24 March 2016
28 April 2016
26 May 2016

9 June 2016

30 June 2016
7 July 2016

21 July 2016
     18 August 2016

Community & Governance Committee

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree to receive the minutes of the following Community and Governance Committee Meeting held on: 
7 April 2016

26 May 2016

7 July 2016
Services and Facilities Committee
Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree to receive the minute of the following Services and Facilities Committee Meetings held on:

7 April 2016

26 May 2016

30 June 2016
14 July 2016

Finance and General Purposes Committee
Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 vote against and 1 abstention:
To agree to receive the minutes of the following Finance and General Purposes Committee meetings held on:

9 June 2016

21 July 2016
Personnel Committee
Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstentions:
To agree to receive the minutes of a Personnel Committee meeting held on:
7 April 2016

28 June 2016
16.140.C
MDSA
The Mayor said the board at MDSA wish to vary their constitution to exclude independent representation and include other members from other sports and the Grove School.


Councillor Glover asked how many vacant positions are going.


The Mayor said two.

Councillor Ridgway wanted to make members aware he is a member on the MDSA board.  He suggested postponing this item to a Community and Governance meeting where more members are present.

The Mayor agreed.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree to postpone this item and refer it to a Community and Governance Committee meeting.
16.141.C
DEVOLUTION OF ASSET TRANSFERS
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

Market Drayton Town Council agrees in principle to provide financial support for the continued provision of Library Services, Swimming Facilities, Customer Contact Facilities and Street Markets, together with agreeing in principle to assume control of the car parks lying within the town boundaries to help mitigate some of the cost to local Council Taxpayers, subject to the agreement and adoption of mutually acceptable management arrangements, such agreement to operate from a date no later than 31 March 2017.

Market Drayton Town Council also resolves that such agreement will only be adopted and operated on the proviso that all elements, including car parking, are included in the bundle of services to be transferred and/or supported.

The Mayor wanted members to be informed that he is a portfolio holder at Shropshire Council and had an informal meeting yesterday with Shropshire Council Officers to discuss the asset transfers. A draft proposal will go to Cabinet later this month. The Mayor said he would not be voting on this issue.

Councillor Whittle said better communication is required from SC in connection with the asset transfers. He said the Town Council will need funding to take over these assets. Staffing issues needed to be considered. There is a lot to consider before making a final decision.
The Mayor said the resolution is to make Shropshire Council aware of Town Councils declaration of intent.

Councillor Hughes said the day to day management of the services such as the Library and Swimming Pool will remain as it is.
He added Market Drayton Town Council is the only Council in the surrounding area that do not have an income from the public car parks; we are almost totally reliant on the precept for our income. 

Councillor Taylor asked if the Council have received anything in writing from Shropshire Council to inform us of what is happening.  She said the transfer will clearly cost money that rate payers will have to pay, the rate payers should be informed and asked what they think.
The Mayor said not yet, things have not moved far enough, the first step in the process is for TC to agree in principle to take over the assets, then Cabinet at Shropshire Council will agree, then the consultation period will begin.
16.142.C
LARGE GRANTS WORKING GROUP
Councillor Taylor said she is a believer in the grant system because she believes it saves the Town Council thousands of pounds.  She proposed the Town Council put £50,000 in budget next year.
The Mayor said Town Council have not had a large grant policy for three years.

Councillor Whittle said £50,000 is a lot of money to take away from other services we provide but if the Council is in a position to do it he said it should be done.
There was no seconder for Councillor Taylor’s proposal.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To make no changes to the Town Council’s present policy of ‘no larger grants’.  However, a more sympathetic approach to financial requests is needed and the Clerk is to continue to process these requests without the need to go to committee.
16.143.C
VEXATION POLICY
The Mayor said the draft policy which was circulated is a similar vexation policy to other Council’s. All members have received a copy.
He said it is necessary that the Town Council agree the policy because we are currently receiving a lot of persistent requests; this takes a lot of the Clerk’s time, the Council have already seeked additional help and the Clerk is still struggling to keep on top of all her work with extra work in connection with tenders, neighbourhood plan, the Zone etc, so much so that he gave up his afternoon to help out with collating information from recent tender documents.
The Mayor said it was concerning how members of the public are privy to private and confidential information which can only have come from a Councillor.
He said one of the most recent e mails received was on a Friday night at 10.30pm in connection with a dog that had been run over by a car. The sender seemed to think the Town Council was responsible for the incident. This is just one example of a multitude of e mails been sent to the Clerk and some Councillors. We have just discussed the Clerk’s work load and this is unreasonable to expect the Clerk to answer such spurious questions.

He added that the policy would go through the normal channels of the complaints procedure panel; it would not be something the Clerk would solely consider.

Councillor Hughes requested the e mail be circulated to Councillors so they can understand that we have been blamed for an incident which had nothing to do with the Council. 
The Mayor agreed.

Councillor Taylor said she agreed with the policy. She said there will always be people who will complain about anything; the Council always gets bombarded before an election in particular and felt that the policy would stop those people that overstep the mark.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED with 9 votes for and 2 votes against:
To adopt and approve the policy for dealing with abusive, persistent or vexatious complaints and complainants.

16.144.C
STANDING ORDER 6(M), (N), (O) AND (P)
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree to suspend the following Standing Orders to allow members the freedom to speak on the following two items: 16.145.C and 16.146.C.

‘No speech by a mover of a motion shall exceed three minutes. The mover of a motion or the mover of an amendment shall have a right to reply, not exceeding two minutes. No speaker shall exceed three minutes.’

‘Where a series of amendments to an original motion are carried, the mover of the original motion shall have a right of reply in respect of the substantive motion at the very end of debate and immediately before it is put to the vote.’

‘Subject to standing orders 6(m) and (n) above, a councillor may not speak further in respect of any one motion except to speak once on an amendment moved by another councillor or to make a point of order or to give a personal explanation.’

‘During the debate of a motion, a councillor may interrupt only on a point of order or a personal explanation and the councillor who was interrupted shall stop speaking. A Councillor raising a point of order shall identify the standing order which he considers has been breached or specify the irregularity in the meeting he is concerned by.’ 
16.145.C
HOSPITALS
The Mayor informed members that the latest proposals regarding the A&E at Shrewsbury and Telford hospitals were to facilitate A&E at both hospitals and provide one trauma, life threatening unit at one of the hospitals. He welcomed member’s thoughts.
Councillor Taylor said a lot of residents in the town can no longer get to Telford now because there is no longer a bus service and it takes such a long time to get to Shrewsbury.  She asked if there was any way the bus route to Telford could be retained.
Councillor Brown said she read an article in the newspaper where it states from Future Fit there will only be one A&E in Shropshire.

Councillor Hughes said the article was incorrect and was miss leading he thought more information was needed to discuss this item and suggested that The Clerk should invite someone from West Midlands Ambulance to attend a committee meeting.

Councillor Purcell said he would personally prefer the trauma unit to be at Telford; it’s so much nearer to Market Drayton.

After a brief discussion:

Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To invite a member of the West Midlands Ambulance service to a Committee meeting so that Councillors can obtain more information on the possible options for the future of Shropshire hospitals.

16.146.C
BUSES

Councillor Taylor asked it the bus routes 341 and 342 have been looked at to save.
The Mayor said the routes went out to tender and came back twice the amount previously charged.

He said from 1 August North Shropshire Wheelers have been running the service three times a day and seems to be doing very well.

Councillor Whittle asked in the Shropshire Wheelers work on donations.

Councillor Hughes said they do but it is also being funded by Shropshire Council.
Councillor Taylor said Market Drayton have had a regular bus route to Telford hospital for years and feels the town has been cut off due to a lot of residents unable to drive.  She said the Wheelers may be running a different route and feels it is disgraceful that family members are unable to visit sick relatives or friends in hospital.

Councillor Ridgway said he was embarrassed that we are in the 21st century and people that should be looked after, after serving this country cannot get to the hospital; we should be looking after people in our community.

Councillor Hughes suggested asking Future Fit to a Committee meeting so that they can see what a dilemma the Town Council are facing. 

Councillor Glover suggested contacting a designated care in the community worker at Drayton Medical Practice to also attend a Committee meeting.

Council went back into committee

16.147.C
MATTERS NOT RELATING TO COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councillor Whittle asked if Town Council have had any information from Shropshire Council regarding the CIL money.

Councillor Hughes said that there is approximately £5,000 per new house for use in Market Drayton.
Councillor Whittle asked if the Council can spend it on what they like within the town.

Councillor Hughes said Town Council can decide where 15% goes, this would go up to 25% when the N.P. is in place.
16.148.C
SCHEDULES OF PAYMENTS
Councillors had received a schedule of payments for the period; 1 April 2016 to 31 July 2016.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree the payments.


The meeting concluded at 8.40 pm.
Chairman
……………………………………………….

Date

………………………………..

