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Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a Council Meeting held in The Town Hall, 18 Frogmore Road, Market Drayton on Thursday 15 October 2026 at 7.37pm. 
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Adcock, R. Aldcroft, J. Blandford, A. Cartwright, P. Glover, G. Groves, T. Manton (Chairman), I. Nellins and I. Sharp. 
ABSENT: Councillors: Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, and R. Hughes.
0 members of the public were present and 1 member of the public listening via Teams. 
In Attendance: Sue Thomas, Town Clerk, and Kate Harvey, Assistant Clerk.
1.SF
APOLOGIES

Members NOTED the following apologies:

Councillor Mrs. J. Beckett
-
Prior Appointment


Councillor T. Beckett
-
Prior Appointment


Councillor R. Hughes
-
Prior Appointment

2.SF
DISCLOSABLE INTERESTS

i.  Councillor Manton declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 8.C Music Licenses and will abstain from the vote.
ii. Councillor Groves and Councillor Manton submitted Dispensations under section 33c of the Localism Act 2011. The dispensation request relates to item 8C as they are the organisers of Market Drayton Carnival, for which one of the licenses potentially refers to.  The request is to remain in the meeting and participate in, or participate further in any discussion about music licences for the carnival but abstain from the vote.
Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Blandford seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To accept the dispensation request from Councillor Groves and Manton with reference to Item 8.C Music Licenses.

To agree Councillors Groves and Manton remain in the meeting and participate in any further discussions about music licences for the carnival but abstain from the vote.
3.SF
PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public had requested to speak at the meeting.
4.C
MINUTES

Councillor Manton proposed, Councillor Sharp seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree and adopt the minutes of an Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 17 September 2026. 
5.C
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor’s announcements were circulated to members prior to the meeting as set out in Appendix CO079.


The Mayor said it is an honour to represent Market Drayton and thanked the Deputy Mayor for standing in for him on the occasions he was unable to attend.

Members NOTED the report from the Town Mayor.
6.C
COMMITTEE MINUTES
Planning Committee
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on: 
16 July 2026


Extraordinary Planning 20 August 2026

3 September 2026

17 September 2026


Community and Governance Committee
Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Adcock seconded, and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To agree the minutes of the Community and Governance Committee meetings held on 17 September 2026. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee

Councillor Manton proposed, Councillor Glover seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 3 September 2026.
7.C
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
Memembers discussed the following:
i. Due to the rising costs of entertainment, members considered allocating additional funds for the event.

Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To allocate an additional £200 from General Reserves towards the Festival of Lights of organising the event.

ii. Members considered hiring a stage for the lights switch on; quotes were circulated to members prior to the meeting as set out in Appendix CO080.

After a discussion:


Councillor Blandford proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To accept quote C for the supply of a Stage Truck from Heart of England Conference and Events, Coventry at a cost if £1,000.



Funding to be made from General Reserves.  

8.C
MUSIC LICENCES
Members considered purchasing a PPL (Live music) and PRS (Recorded music) licences for the four main town events as set out in Appendix CO081.

After a brief discussion:

Councillor Blandford Proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To purchase a PPL (Live Music) and PRS (Recorded Music) Licence from PPL PRS Ltd to cover the four main events; Festival of Lights, Ginger & Spice, The Carnival and Family Fest at a cost of £617.51.
Funding to be made from General Reserves.
9.C
ELECTRIC PLAYGROUND INSPECTION RECORDING SYSTEM

It was RESOLVED at a Services and Facilities Committee Meeting on 27 November 


2025 to get quotes for an electric playground inspection system for members to

consider

Members considered quotes as set out in Appendix CO082.
Councilor Groves asked if the system could take pictures of the equipment if needed.

The Mayor said he has attended a presentation of both quotes; pictures can be taken and stored on the system for future reference.

After a brief discussion:

Councillor Adcock proposed, Councillor sharp seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To accept Quote B for the electric playground inspection recording system and training at a cost of £326.00 per annum and an iPad fully configured at a cost of £534.20 from SAFERplay Inspection & Maintenance.

Funding to be made from the Recreation Ground Inspection budget.
Members NOTED to support the package Wi-Fi is needed to enable the records to be uploaded to the cloud; options as to how this can work are being explored. 
10.C
DEVOLUTION OF SERVICES/PARTNERSHIP WORKING

The Mayor informed members that there was a meeting scheduled this week with a Shropshire Council Officer to discuss the possible devolution of services; the meeting has been rescheduled to take place on Monday 26 October.   


11.C   CORRESPONDENCE


Documents of the Local Shropshire Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting was circulated to members prior to the meeting as set out in Appendix CO083. 


Councillor Manton proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:



For The Mayor, Councillor Manton and the Clerk to attend the Shropshire Association of Local Councils Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 3 November 2026 at Shrewsbury Town Football Club.
12.C
ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY 2026


The Annual Investment Strategy 2026 policy was circulated to members prior to the meeting as set out in Appendix CO084.


Councillor Cartwright proposed, Councillor Groves seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To adopt the Annual Investment Strategy 2026 policy.
13.C   SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Payment documents were circulated to members prior to the meeting as set out in 


Appendix CO085 and CO086.


The Chairman asked if any members had any questions they would like to ask.


There were no questions raised.


Councillor Sharp proposed, Councillor Blandford seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the payments from 1 July 2026 to 30 September 2026.  

14.C   SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL UPDATE

An update report from the Town’s Shropshire Councillors was circulated to members prior to the meeting as set out in Appendix CO087.

Members NOTED the Shropshire Council Report.
The Mayor asked if there were any comments from the report members would like to raise.

Councillor Glover queried the Flooding in Cheshire Street item on the report.  He asked which Councillor had supplied the information as it has been a long standing issue, he asked for a date when the works will be complete and if the schedules of works are made public.
Councillor Blandford said Councillor Dainty provided the update; he will find out when the works are likely to take place and confirmed that the schedule of works are not publicly available.

Councillor Adcock said the Climate Action Group would welcome support from Shropshire Councillors over the Walkmill Nature Reserve and would like an update following the meeting. 
15.C  YOUTH SECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE – Short Term Transition Survey
Members considered a response to the survey as set out in Appendix CO088.
After a brief discussion:

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Sharp seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree to respond to the Youth Sector Infrastructure Short Term Transition 

Survey.

Members are to submit their response to the Clerk by midday on Friday16 

October; the Clerk will compile the answers to respond. 

16.C   INFORMMATION AND UPDATES

Members NOTED the following information:

The work on the Town Park is expected to finish week commencing 7 November 2026.  The original sections of the play area will be open for half term with the new equipment installed; the new section will remain fenced off until completion. 

The meeting concluded at 8.14 p.m.

Chairman:
………………………………………….
Date: ……………………………

