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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a Council meeting held on 16 January 2020 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R Aldcroft, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A. Cartwright,      M. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough, D. Minnery, I. Nellins, M. Smiths,                              R. Smith (Mayor), and M. Whittle.
Also, present: One member of the press and Four members of the public.
Clerks:
Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
1.C
APOLOGIES
All members are present at the meeting.
2.C
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests declared.

3.C
PUBLIC SESSION
The Mayor said there has been two requests from members of the public to speak at the meeting; he welcomed the two m embers of the public to the meeting.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:    

To suspend Standing Orders to allow two members of the public to speak.
 
The Mayor asked the first member of the public to speak. 
She thanked members for the opportunity to speak; she has a few issues she would like to raise in the hope they will be actioned. 
She was concerned about the increased level of rubbish in the town, the state of the roads and pavements are increasingly dangerous and despite many complaints still no work has been done to improve them.  Many shop buildings are falling into disrepair which are making the town unattractive.  She said there are two County Council representatives on this Council and requested they report these issues to make the town a better and safer place to live. 

On a more personal note she said she was robbed in the town recently; police have retrieved CCTV coverage but this was poor quality; she suggested the Town Council should look into improving the CCTV cameras in the town to keep business/people secure. 

The Mayor sympathized with her recent ordeal and assured her the Council are currently looking at additional CCTV cameras in the town and the other issues raised were noted.


She thanked members for listening to her and left the Chamber.


The Mayor welcomed the second person wishing to speak to the meeting.

He was disgusted to see a Councillor had parked on Arlon Square tonight; the area is a non-parking area, why is a Councillor any different to others; they should adhere to the rules and use the Frogmore carpark. 
He is here tonight to discuss the Newport Road public toilets.  He had to take a disabled person there recently but was unable to use them due to the radar key operation not being in use and no signage to state it was closed or to directing him to an alternative disabled toilet, as a result the disabled person soiled themselves.  He feels the Council are breaking the law by not having a disabled toilet facility.

The Clerk said the Town Council have three public toilet blocks; Newport Road toilets are undergoing a refurbishment a decision made by the council. All blocks are open daily from 8 until 6.  There is a facility at the Towers Lawn toilets to use the radar key out of these hours.  She said it is very easy for any members of the public to get a radar key and Council must protect and safeguard their assets especially after the amount of vandalism experienced at the Newport Road toilets.

He said he has receive messages on social media that Councillor T. Beckett and M. Smith were not made aware the changes to Newport Road; Councillor Aldcroft has said in the papers he has personally apologised to me, he’s lied and wanted to know why he said that.  He also wanted to know who made the decision to remove the radar key facility at these toilets.
Councillor Aldcroft said he apologised on the initial thread in the comments on social media; he said he would check the locks and report back of which he did.
Councillor Whittle said the Council as a whole agreed to upgrade Newport Road toilets, the best solution was to close the male and female toilet block at each end of the building and transform the disabled toilet in the middle of the block to a multi-use toilet because this is on full view to the public in the hope it would reduce the amount of vandalism in the area.
Councillor T. Beckett said he has been miss quoted on social media; he confirmed he was fully aware of the refurbishment of Newport Road toilets and they were temporarily shut for this to happen; he did not know anything about the radar key facility because this was not discussed or voted for within a committee meeting.

The Clerk said she does not have access to social media so has not seen any messages however is aware of the issue; she advised in future to contact her direct the information required.
Councillor Glover sympathised with the comments; he suggested he is invited back to another meeting where this issue can be discussed in detail further and resolved amicably.
The Clerk said no decisions can be resolved in this part of the meeting.

The meeting went back into Committee.
4.C

Minutes
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was 

RESOLVED with 3 abstentions:

To agree and adopt the minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on the 31 October 2019 with the amended spelling mistake on page 101.
5.C
Town Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor announced he has attended the following functions:

	Date
	Event

	10 November 2019
	Remembrance Sunday

	16 November 2019
	Opening of the new B&M Store

	16 November 2019
	Festival of Lights Event

	23 November 2019
	Photoshoot with Leek United Building Society

	2 December 2019
	Judge the Lions Christmas Decorations

	5 December 2019
	Christmas Shop Window Competition

	5 December 2019
	Over 60’s Club Christmas Lunch

	7 December 2019
	Homecoming Parade

	13 December 2019
	Present Christmas Shop Window winners with prizes

	14 December 2019
	Opening of Taylor’s Celebration Cakes

	15 December 2019
	Buttercross top Bethlehem

	18 December 2019
	Shropshire Fire and Rescue Carol Concert

	24 December 2019
	Carols under the Buttercross


6.C
Committee Minutes

Planning Committee
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was 

RESOLVED with 3 abstentions:
To receive and agree the minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings held on:


31 October 2019
14 November 2019

28 November 2019
10 December 2019

Community & Governance Committee
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded and it was 

RESOLVED with 3 abstentions:
To receive and agree the minutes of the Community and Governance committee meetings held on:

14 November 2019
Services and Facilities Committee

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was 


RESOLVED with 3 abstentions:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Services and facilities

Committee meetings held on:


28 November 2019
Finance & General Purposes Committee
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was 

RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To receive and agree the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes committee meetings held on:


10 December 2019
7.C
Budget 2020/21
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To agree a budget of £556,306 for the financial year 2020/21.
8.C
Precept
 
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:
To agree and set a 3% increase on the precept for the financial year 2020/21; making the precept to be £493,356.
9.C
Personnel Committee
The Mayor said due to a member resigning from the Council there is a need to appoint a new member to the Personnel Committee.
The Assistant Clerk said Councillors Cartwright, Erwin, Nellins, R. Smith and Whittle are on the Committee.

Councillor Minnery nominated himself to be on the Committee.

There were no more nominations.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Gough seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To appoint Councillor Minnery to the Personnel Committee.
10.C
Election of Mayor Designate

Councillor Whittle said the Deputy Mayor from this Civic year should become the Mayor the following Civic year.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
For Councillor Aldcroft to be appointed Mayor Designate for the forth coming Civic year 2020/2021.
11.C 
Relations with the Press/Media
The Chairman reminded and read out to members Standing Order 22 a.  
Requests from the press or other media for an oral or written comment or statement from the Council, its councillors or staff shall be handled by the Clerk, Mayor or appropriate Chairman of a standing committee.
Councillor T. Beckett feels this puts him in a very difficult position; he constantly gets messages on social media regarding council business and feels as an elected member this is part of his duties to answer them.  He also has been contacted by a member of the press and asked if they can be made aware of this Standing Order.

The Clerk agrees it is very difficult with social media, members need to stick to council business; the press know to approach the appropriate members.

Councillor M. Smith said as he runs the Crier page on the social media site he has but a disclaimer on the page stating all the comments he makes on the site are his own personnel view and not a view of the Council; he feels he has a right of freedom of speech and also as an elected member needs to support the residents of the town.
The Clerk said when personal views/comments are posted on social media residents see it as a Council view.  If residents require information, they should also be encouraged to speak to myself or the relevant Chairman.

Councillor Aldcroft suggested that if a member is going to make a comment to check all information is correct and clarified with the Clerk/Chairman so all information is relevant and correct.

Councillor Cartwright said he is involved in writing the Messenger; he asked if the Clerk was happy for the literature still to go through her before it is release for press.
       The Clerk said she is more than happy for this to continue.
12.C
Shropshire Council and outside bodies reports


Councillor Minnery reported the following information that was relevant to Town Council:
Walkmill Meadows

Shropshire Council are looking for volunteers to help keep the walks tidy and work on the access routes.  The footpaths are currently being reviewed; he said a designated footpath from Walkmill Meadows to Fordhall Farm would be a very attractive route for pedestrians and suggested this is discussed at a future Community and Governance Meeting so suggestions can be put forward to Shropshire Council. 
Recreation land at Greenfields

Shropshire Council have been discussing the land at Greenfields over the past twelve months; this cannot be sold until a new site has been allocated and up and running and suggested discussing proposed facilities suggestions at the next Council meeting.
Shropshire Council will be the provider of the facility and how it is operated in the future, there will be a report submitted to cabinet before March on how much they are willing to invest. A hockey pitch and a running track are currently at the top of the list as this is not catered for within the town.

He said Town Council own a piece of land at Greenfields and said it is time members considered what is done with it.

Shropshire Council have a £9.3 billion overspend this year; with work this has been reduced to £5 billion.  Most of the overspeed has been on adult and children social care and needs to be addressed nationally.  He is aware more money needs to be spent in Shropshire to keep it clean and tidy.
Councillor Aldcroft reported:

Walkmill Meadows

Councillor Aldcroft said he along with Councillor Cartwright have set up a wildlife group within the area; they met up last week with a Shropshire Council Officer within the Outdoors Division to have a look around and discuss the area being looked after by the community.

Councillor Cartwright said there is a need for volunteers to help with Walkimill Meadows for a short-term action plan; a date to meet on site is currently being arranged and will be circulated to all members when agreed.

Highways 
Shropshire Council are making improvements with Highways Managers and contractors are being reviewed; improvements will be noticeable in the coming months.


A member of the public entered the Chamber and joined the meeting.
13.C  
Schedule of Payments 
The Mayor asked if members had any questions they would like to ask regarding the payments.
There were no questions asked.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree the payments from 1 October 2019 – 31 December 2019.
14.C
Exclusion of Public and Press
Councillor T. Beckett proposed, Councillor Mrs J. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:
That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which will involve the likely disclosure of exempt information relating to establishment and contractual matters as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972, and pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies ‘(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they are instructed to withdraw.

The press and members of the public left the Chamber.

15.C
      Request from a Town Council
The Clerk told members that she has had a request from a Town Council; they would like members of the Personnel Committee to form a hearing panel.
Councillor T. Beckett proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree that Market Drayton Town Councils Personnel Committee members support the request from the other local Town Council.

Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To form a Hearing group made up of Town Council’s Personnel Committee members.

Councillors in the hearing group consist of Councillor A. Cartwright, R. Smith, D. Minnery, I. Nellins and two members of the committee as reserves. 

The Clerk said she will now inform the Town Council of the decision made and request all the relevant documents to be sent over for members to read.  She will also request a date towards the end of the month for the hearing.

The meeting concluded at 8.34 pm.
Chairman
………………………..……….               
 Date 

…………………………………

