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 C.SEPTEMBER.2021

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a Council meeting held on 16 September 2021 at 7.30 pm.
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft (Mayor), A. Allen, T. Beckett, B. Chapman, 
M. Erwin, R. Hughes, T. Manton, I. Nellins, M Smith and M. Whittle.
There was 6 members of the public present and 8 members listening via Teams.
Clerks:   Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.

The Mayor announced the meeting was being recorded and live streamed.

1.C
APOLOGIES
No apologies were received.
2.C
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

Councillor Hughes declared an interest in Item 9.C Boundary Review; he said there 
could be a perception of bias because he is a member of Moreton Say Parish 
Council so he will not be taking part and will have no involvement in this item.  
3.C
PUBLIC SESSION

No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4.C
MINUTES

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was 
RESOLVED:

To adopt the minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 20 May 2021.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Allen seconded and it was 
RESOLVED:

To adopt the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 29 June 
2021.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Manton seconded and it was 
RESOLVED:

To adopt the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 5 August 
2021.
5.C 
TOWN MAYOR’S ANOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor reported to members that invites to events have been rather quiet.  He 
attended an events evening at The Royal Air Force last Thursday; entertainment and 
refreshments were put on for the public and Mayors in the area to thank them for 
tolerating the flight training disturbance they have caused.     
6.C
COMMITTEE MINUTES
Planning Committee

Councillor Beckett, proposed, Councillor Chapman seconded and it was 
RESOLVED:

To agree the minutes of the Planning Committee held on:

24 June 2021
8 July 2021

22 July 2021

5 August 2021

Community and Governance Committee


Councillor Nellins, proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was 
RESOLVED:


To agree the minutes of the Community and Governance Committee held on 22 
July 2021.
Services and Facilities Committee

Councillor Whittle, proposed, Councillor Allen seconded and it was 
RESOLVED:


To agree the minutes of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 24 June 
2021 and 5 August 2021.
Finance and General Purposes Committee


Councillor Manton, proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was 
RESOLVED:


To agree the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 
8 July 2021 and 19 August 2021.

Personnel Committee


Councillor Nellins, proposed, Councillor Hughes seconded and it was 
RESOLVED:


To agree the minutes of the Personnel Committee held on:


27 May 2021

29 June 2021
20 July 2021

5 August 2021

7.C
ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR


The Mayor asked for nominees for Deputy Mayor for the remainder of the municipal 
year 2021/22.

The Mayor nominated Councillor Whittle for Deputy Mayor, Councillor Whittle 
seconded

Councillor Beckett nominated Councillor Chapman for Deputy Mayor, Councillor 
Manton seconded

There were no further nominations.

The Mayor asked members if they would like a secret vote or if they were happy 
with a show of hands to vote.

All members were happy to vote with a show of hands.


Members were asked to vote for a Deputy Mayor


5 Votes in favour of Councillor Whittle 

4 Votes in favour of Councillor Chapman.


1 abstention 


It was RESOLVED:


To elect Councillor Whittle as Deputy Mayor for the remainder of the municipal 
year 2021/22. 

Councillor Whittle thanked members for electing him as Deputy Mayor.


The Mayor presented the Deputy Mayor with the Civic regalia.

The Deputy Mayor to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office after the meeting.
8.C
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

The Mayor said there is a vacancy on the Personnel Committee due to a Councillor 
resigning.  The Personnel and Personnel Appeals Committee have six 
Councillors on each.  He sits on the Personnel Appeals Committee and would like to 
move over to the Personnel Committee.

There were no further nominations.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED 
with 2 abstentions:


To elect Councillor Aldcroft onto the  Personnel Committee for the 
remainder of the municipal year 2021/22.    

The Clerk said when the new Councillor is in position they would automatically fill 
the vacant place on the Appeals Committee for the remainder of the year.

9.C
BOUNDARY REVIEW


The Mayor said Shropshire Council are expecting Town Council to be progressing 
with the boundary review.  He suggested setting up a Working Group of four/five Councillors to produce a map showing a proposed new boundary and a rational for the review; he suggested a meeting to take place within the next 10 days.  He said that Shropshire Councillors and the parishes that border the town could be invited to the meetings to discuss the possible boundary review in more depth.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Allen seconded and it was RESOLVED with 
three abstentions:

To set up a Working Group to produce a map detailing a proposed new Town 
Boundary and a rational for boundary review.


The Working Group to consist of: Councillor Aldcroft, Allen, Nellins and 
Whittle.


Invites to the meeting to be extended to all the surrounding Parishes. 

10.C
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL UPDATE

Councillor Nellins said further to his report at the meeting last week he had the 
following updates: 

· The refuge families from Afghanistan are expected into the County next week and have been allocated a place in Wem.

· Work is ongoing at Walkmill Meadows. A meeting has been organised between Shropshire Council, Severn Trent Water and Friends of Walkmill Meadows to discuss the site in more detail.  
· The local plan has been submitted to the inspector. The local transport plan and Local Cycling, Walking and Infrastructure plan are in the process of being produced.

· Highways work is ongoing; a lot of work has already been done in the town to mend potholes.  The priority is now cleaning the drains.

Councillor Whittle said the Town has three Shropshire County Councillors; two of 
whom were at the meeting.   He thought the other Shropshire Councillor should 
attend so he could report to members on what he has been dealing with.


The Clerk said he has not been formally invited to the meeting but she will invite him 
in the future.
11.C
IN BLOOM COMPERTITION


Councillor Beckett proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree awarding a £20.00 voucher as first place for each category in the In 
Bloom Competition.

The Clerk invited all members to the In Bloom presentation that will be held at The 
Royal British Legion on Tuesday 21 September 2021 at 7 pm. 
12.C
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.


The Mayor asked if members would like to make any comments.


There were no comments.

Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Manton seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the payments from 1 April 2021 – 31 August 2021.
13.C
UPDATES/INFORMATION

Members NOTED:

Budget setting for 2022/23 will start in October; Councillors were asked to send 
details of any project ideas or work that they may require additional budget to the 
appropriate Committee Chairman and Clerk.


The meeting concluded at 7.58 pm.

Chairman:
…………………………
Date: 

…………………………

