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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a Council meeting held on 20 July 2017 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett, J. Beckett, J. Cadwallader, M. Erwin (Mayor), S. Glover, J. Gough, R. Gould, C. Purcell, R. Smith and M. Whittle.
Also present: 4 members of the public.
Clerks:
Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
1. 
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor R. Hughes.
2. 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests declared.

3. 
PUBLIC SESSION
Mr. Geoff Vernon and Mrs. Chris Flegg had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.

The Mayor welcomed them to the meeting.

Standing Orders were suspended.

The Mayor introduced Mr. Vernon to the meeting.

Mr. Vernon said he was speaking on behalf of the residents and small business owners in the town regarding the proposed car parking arrangements by Shropshire Council within the town and urged members of the Town Council to help support them.
He said increasing the pricing per hour, introducing a charge to the swimming baths car park, upping the evening parking charges from 6pm to 8pm and removing the ‘pop and shop’ fifteen minutes free parking will be very detrimental to the town with knock on effects on local business and also very punishing to the Festival Drayton Centre for the evening users in particular.

He urged Town and County members to help support putting a stop to these proposals to help support our local community.  He said he has already started a petition; it has been running for three days and there are already over three hundred signatures.
Councillor Whittle said he heard about the proposed changes first in the local paper which he felt was unacceptable.  He though this Council should work together to sort out the parking within the town.

Councillor Aldcroft said Shropshire Council are trying to harmonies all the car parking charges; the consultation period has just commenced which closes in October.  He said the Local Joint Committee will be holding meetings in the near future and suggested submitting members and public comments to them in September.
Councillor Smith said he endorsed Mr. Vernon remarks.  He had concerns with abolishing the fifteen minutes free parking as this service is widely used and urged that this is kept to also help out the local business.

Mr. Vernon thanked members for the opportunity to speak at the meeting.

The Mayor introduced Mrs. Flegg to the meeting.

Mrs. Flegg said she would like to explain to Councillors what the Mencap Group is all about and she showed a small slide show of how it has progressed.
She said the old building was used for over thirty years with all volunteers helping people with learning disabilities and supporting their family members.  It had become unsafe to use so after many fund raising events and grants won they were eventually able to build a new building.

She said the new building has been completed however, there is more work to do such as making the garden safer to use, car parking and new fixtures and fittings within.

At the moment there are thirty five members with learning disabilities using the facility and the building is being offered for other groups to use the facilities. 
Councillor Cadwallader asked if the users come from Market Drayton.
Mrs. Flegg said her daughter uses the facility; it is very supportive facility, most members come from the town but they do have users from surrounding areas to.

Councillor Purcell asked if Mencap are currently fundraising.
Mrs. Flegg said fundraising is ongoing.  Mencap have also received a few legacies and grant aid and they have got a committed £15,000 loan.

Councillor Aldcroft praised Mrs. Flegg for a very good briefing.

Mrs. Flegg thanked members for the opportunity to speak at the meeting.

The Committee went back into Standing Orders.
4. 
MINUTES
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree and adopt the minutes of the Council meetings held on 30 March 2017.
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:

To agree and adopt the minutes of an Extraordinary Council meetings held on 12 April 2017.

Councillor Cadwallader proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 3 abstentions:

To agree and adopt the minutes of an Extraordinary Council meetings held on 27 April 2017.

Councillor T. Beckett proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree and adopt the minutes of the Annual Council meetings held on 18 May 2017.

Councillor Purcell proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and adopt the minutes of an Extraordinary Council meetings held on 15 June 2017.

5. 
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
May
Mencap - Official opening of their new building
June
Naval Association – 10th Anniversary Celebration


Mayor of Newport Civic Ceremony


Billingtons Gingerbread launch

July
Beulah House – Summer fete


High Sheriff – introducing him to Market Drayton


Market Drayton Senior Enterprise

The Mayor thanked the Deputy Mayor for attending a function which he was unable to attend.

6. 
COMMITTEE MINUTES
Planning Committee

Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree to receive the minutes of the following Planning Committee Meetings held on:


1 March 2017
27 April 2017
1 June 2017


15 June 2017
6 July 2017



Community & Governance Committee

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree to receive the minutes of the following Community & Governance Committee Meeting held on 1 June 2017.
Services & Facilities Committee
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree to receive the minutes of the following Services & Facilities Committee Meeting held on:

15 June 2017 and an

Extraordinary meeting on 20 April 2017 
Personnel Committee
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree to receive the minutes of the Personnel Committee held on    2 February 2017,
30 March 2017 and 
6 July 2017
With the amendment that the date on the first set of minutes should read the 2 February not the 30 March 2017.
7. 
GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
The Mayor congratulated the Clerk for achieving the necessary qualification.
Councillor Cadwallader congratulated the Clerk and said this will enable the Council to do more.

Councillor Cadwallader proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

The Town Council Resolves from 20 July 2017 until the next relevant Annual Meeting of the Council, that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 order no 965 The Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions), to adopt the General Power of Competence.
8. 
INTERNAL AUDIT
Councillor Cadwallader proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To retain the Council’s internal Auditors: Audit Solutions.
9. 
MENCAP
Councillor Glover declared a personal and prejudice interest in this item because he is currently the Chairman of Mencap but wanted to remain in the meeting.
Councillor Cadwallader said if members were to decide to go ahead and give out the money, Mencap should come back to Council in twelve month’s time with an update of how the organization is progressing.

Councillor Aldcroft asked for a recorded vote.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To support a grant application from Mencap with funding of £5,000 to be taken out of reserves with a further £5,000 put into budget for the financial year 2018/19 subject to the accounts and book work from Mencap being satisfactory.  Also for Mencap to report back to Council in twelve month’s time with an update on how the organisation is progressing.

The recorded vote was as follows:

Cllr. R. Aldcroft

Support

Cllr. T. Beckett 

Support

Cllr. J. Beckett

Support

Cllr. J. Cadwallader
Support

Cllr. M. Erwin

Support

Cllr. S. Glover

Abstention

Cllr. J. Gough

Support

Cllr. R. Gould

Support

Cllr. C. Purcell

Support


Cllr. R. Smith

Support

Cllr. M. Whittle

Support

10. 
MATTERS NOT RELATING TO COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councillor Whittle asked the Clerk if an item regarding the outdoor swimming pool could go onto the next Community and Governance Committee agenda.
The Clerk replied, yes.

11. 
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Cadwallader seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree the payment from 25 March 2017 – 11 July 2017.
The meeting concluded at 8.14 pm.
Chairman
……………………………………………….

Date

………………………………..


