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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a virtual Annual Council meeting held on 25 June 2020 
at 7.30pm.
PRESENT: Councillors: R Aldcroft (Mayor), Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A. Cartwright, 
S. Glover, J. Gough, D. Minnery, I. Nellins, R. Smith, M. Smith, and M. Whittle.
Attendees from the public: 0.
Clerks:   Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.

The Mayor announced the meeting was being recorded and live streamed. 
1.C
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies were received.

2.C
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests declared.  
3.C     PUBLIC SESSION  
No questions were submitted by members of the public.  
4.C     MINUTES 
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16 January 2020 
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree the minutes of the Extraordinary Council Virtual meeting held on 14 May 2020.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the minutes of the Annual Council Virtual meeting held on 28 May 2020.
5.C
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Mayor said due to the Corona Virus outbreak he has not got a lot to report back on to members and has received letters of congratulations from the Lord Lieutenant and High Sheriff on becoming the new Mayor. 

The Mayor sadly reported Owen Patterson’s wife has recently passed away; he has drafted a letter of condolences on behalf of the Council and will pass it on to the Clerk to put on headed paper and forward on.
6.C
COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Planning Committee
Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings held on:

16 January 2020



30 January 2020


13 February 2020



12 March 2020

14 May 2020 

Community and Governance Committee

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:


To receive and agree the minutes of the Community and Governance Committee Meetings held on:

30 January 2020



12 March 2020

Services and Facilities Committee

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Services and Facilities Committee Meetings held on:

13 February 2020



11 June 2020

Finance and General Purposes Committee

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:


To receive and agree the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held on:

27 February 2020

Personnel Committee

Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting held on:

2 March 2020

7.C
INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2019/20

Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.

The Mayor asked if members would like to make any comments.

Councillor R. Smith said he has read the document and was very pleased, everything is in very good order with no advisories on any sections of the audit or comments made by the auditor. 

Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree and approve the end of year internal audit report 2019/20.
Councillor Cartwright said he was appointed the role to sign off the monthly bank reconciliations; he has been unable to carry out this role lately due to the Coronavirus lock down situation but will continue to do this when government restrictions allow him to. 

Members NOTED this comment made by Councillor Cartwright. 
8.C
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2019/20

Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.

The Clerk explained this is a systems procedure and processes form that needs to be approved as part of the annual return; all sections are audited by the internal auditor who has not reported any issues.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2019/20.
The Clerk said normally this statement is signed after approval has been resolved; due to the Coronavirus she will sign her section now but the Mayors signature will be done at a later date when he can visit the office then the forms will be sent off to the external auditor.
The Mayor said he will come to the office tomorrow to sign the form.
9.C
ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2019/20

Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.


The Mayor asked if members would like to make any comments.


No comments were made.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To approve the Accounting Statement 2019/20.
The Clerk said normally this statement is signed after approval has been resolved; due to the Coronavirus the RFO will sign her section now and the Mayors signature will be done at a later date when he can visit the office then the forms will be sent off to the external auditor.
The Mayor said he will come to the office tomorrow to sign the form.
10.C
EARMARKED RESERVES 2020/21
Documents were circulated prior to the meeting

The Mayor asked if members would like to make any comments.
No comments were made.


Councillor Whittle asked due to the current climate we are all in does Council have enough money in budget?

The Clerk said the Earmarked Reserves are monies set aside of specific items and only spent on such listed items.  Council are sitting extremely healthy; it is advised to hold between three to six months money from the precept which this Council is currently doing. 
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree the Earmarked Reserves for 2020/21. 
11.C
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL AND OUTSIDE BODIES REPORTS
The Mayor said there has been several concerns to the new parking layout in Cheshire Street to comply with the government social distancing with the shops being able to reopen.  He wanted to report to members that he has a meeting this coming Tuesday morning with Shropshire Council Highways Officers to reassess and review the parking, in particular the disabled parking spaces in front of Boots. 
Councillor Minnery said he would like to report on the response from the Covid 19 situation because of the huge strain this has put Shropshire Council; Government set out the guidelines and this has fallen on the Council to follow the instructions.  With regards to the parking restrictions.  Government to ensure social distancing in particular outside chemists, banks and post offices is adhered to. 
He feels Shropshire Council have reinforced guidelines extremely well considering the resources there were approximately one thousand people in Shropshire that were put on the shielding list; each one have been visited individually and had food parcels top up from the Council over and above which was being sent by the Government.  The Council have worked together with the local military to distribute essential PPE, daily contact with all the care homes and care providers which has been a mammoth effort.  Government have been generous and have given £18 million pounds in two lumps to cover additional costs however this has not covered the costs of Covid 19.  There has also been a loss of income such as swimming pools, car parks, theatre, planning fees etc.  A report was sent back last week to Government total cost so far for Shropshire Council has been £32 million pounds so Shropshire Council must find £14 million pounds from somewhere.
He would like to report on explaining the Local Plan Review; this should have be submitted to cabinet on 6 July to adopt the policy but it has been put back to the 20 July and is too late for any additions to be included.  A draft copy of the plan will be sent out to members a few weeks before being submitted to read through so you can digest what is in your area.  Once adopted by cabinet it will go out for a full consultation and a final version of the plan will go to Council at the end of the year.


12.C
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.
The Mayor asked if members would like to make any comments.


No comments were made.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree the payments from 1 January 2020 – 31 May 2020. 
The meeting concluded at 8.24 pm.
Chairman
……………………...……….             
Date              ………………………………

