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C.SEPTEMBER.15

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a Council meeting held on 3 September 2015 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: J. Beckett, T. Beckett, K. Brown, D. Erwin, M. Erwin, S. Glover, R. Hughes, D. Minnery (Deputy Mayor), L. Owen, L. Ridgway, R. Smith, V. Taylor and M. Whittle.
Also present: A member of the press.
Clerk:

Town Clerk & Assistant Town Clerk
                     Councillor Glover said prayers before the meeting.


The Deputy Mayor Chaired the meeting in the absence of the Mayor.
15.109.C
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor R. Aldcroft and J. Gough.
15.110.C
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests declared.

15.111.C
PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
15.112.C
MINUTES
Councillor Whittle said he was not happy with item C.05; Appointments of standing committees at the Annual Committee held on 14 May 2015.  He said the minutes do not reflect a true occurrence.  
He said all members were sent out a committee membership form for them to fill in on what committee they would like to sit on.  He was under the impression that you hand the form in on the evening of the meeting to decide which member sits on the committees.  He said the membership had already been agreed before the meeting and this was a false representation.

The Chairman said we are adopting the accuracy of the minutes in this item.

Councillor Whittle said he did not appreciate the Chairman shouting him down; the facts are, the committee members should have been formed on the night like it states on the form; the committees had already been chosen and I could not choose which committee I would have liked to have been a part of.
The Chairman said we are only agreeing the accuracy of the minutes at the moment; there is an item on the agenda where you can ask the Clerk a question.
Councillor Whittle said the minutes are not a true reflection of the meeting and they have been falsified.

The Chairman said again that this item is about the accuracy of the minutes and they are not falsified; they are an interpretation of what the Clerk believes was said.
Councillor Whittle also said he understands the Clerk is authorized to spend up to £5,000 because it states this in the Council’s Financial Regulations however, he is fully aware that the Clerk has just signed a telephone contract costing £25,000.
The Chairman said this is not a matter for this item, he asked Councillor Whittle to sit down so we can move on.

Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED with 8 votes for, 1 vote against and 4 abstentions:
To agree and adopt the minutes of a Council meeting of Market Drayton Town Council held on 16 April 2015, Annual Council held on 14 May 2015 and an Extraordinary Council held on 25 June 2015.

Councillor Taylor said she thought it would be a better idea to agree and adopt minutes individually next time because she would have abstained on one meeting.

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Taylor seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 vote against:

To agree to agree and adopt minutes of a Committee meeting individually in the future.
15.113.C
TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
24 May 2015
Unveiling of KSLI Memorial at National Memorial Arboretum, Arlewas, Staffs 

26 May 2015   
Opening of AJB Chiropody premises 62, Cheshire St.

21 June 2015
Newport Civic Service.

26 June 2015
Attended Beulah House, Cemetery Road,  Fund raiser
28 June 2015
Wellington Civic Service.

3 July 2015
Launch of Learning Partnership and Gingerbread Record attempt. ( 1100 children from Grove, Longlands, MD Infants and Junior Schools amassed on the Grove fields to form a giant Gingerbread man in brilliant sunshine.

11 July 2015
Event to celebrate Lottery and Armed Forces Covenant Funded project at Maurice Chandler. RIFLE

11 July 2015

Garden Party @ Beech House Nursing Home.

24 July 2015

Market Drayton School of Dance Concert

12 August 2015
Dementia Road Show – Drayton Medical Practice and Town Centre

13 August 2015
Beaula House, Cemetery Road, Garden Party

16 August 2015
Shrewsbury Mayor’s Fund Raiser in Quarry, Shrewsbury.

23 August 2015
Opened Festival of Transport, Palethorpes Fields.

23 August 2015
Attended a very wet Lions Fun Day at Buntingsdale Rec
29 August 2015
Mencap for 70th birthday celebration

3 September 2015
Attended RAF Shawbury.  Battle of Britain Commemoration.

15.440.C
COMMITTEE MINUTES
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Hughes seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 vote against:
That the following Committee meeting minutes were received and NOTED.



In Bloom - 


16 April (salmon pages 230-231)



Planning –  


14 May 2015 (blue pages 236-237)







4 June 2015 (blue pages 5-8)







18 June 2015 (blue pages 15-17)







9 July 2015 (blue pages 29)







16 July 2015 (blue pages 35)







30 July 2015 (blue pages 39-40)



Community & Governance –  4 June 2015 (yellow pages 9-14)






            9 July2015 (yellow pages 30-34)



Services and Facilities – 
18 June 2015 (green pages 18-21)






   
16 July 2015 (green pages 36-38)



Finance and GP - 

25 June 2015 (pink pages 24-28)







30 July 2015 (41-45)

15.115.C

GINGERBREAD MAN


The Chairman informed members that the Clerk has recently received an email from Shropshire Council; the information is not with members agenda because it has only just been received.  The email says Shropshire Council own the land the Gingerbread is sitting on and they are prepared to take it on with the help of Ringway to look after the site.


The Chairman said the Council has received a letter of intent to look after the site from the manager of the Gingerbread Man pub and suggests the Council should pass the information on to Shropshire Council.



Councillor Hughes said Ringway will power wash the paviors however, the pub needs to speak to the Highways department at SC because anyone who works on the verges will need certificated training and a licensing contract.


Councillor Whittle said he requested an Extraordinary Council meeting to be held on 6 August; this was not actioned even though he had 9 Councillors signatures to bring the item back to committee.


He also said Councillor Hughes had not signed the document but knows he has been in contact with two Councillors who have signed to discuss the issue; he asked if he had got the right to do this? And no meeting has been held.


The Chairman asked Councillor Whittle if he was personally telephoned by Councillor Hughes.



Councillor Whittle said no.



The Chairman told Councillor Whittle that he cannot complain on behalf of someone else; it is up to them to raise a complaint and if they do not raise a complaint it is their decision.  He said he was on holiday at the time the item was requested to be brought back to a meeting, he suggested the reason why it hadn’t taken place was purely availability and due to the Mayor having other commitments tonight he suggested he speaks to the Mayor.


Councillor Whittle said he believed he is being threatened and the Chairman is threatening the week and not the strong.


The Chairman said I am not threatening anyone; for people who feel threatened they have the right to complain I’m purely saying you cannot complain on behalf of someone else.



Councillor Taylor said she understands Councillors changing their minds.  She personally has reservations regarding the item because she knows the land belongs to County Council, she recommends that the Town Council go through correct channels by informing the manager of The Gingerbread Man pub manager saying he needs to get in touch with Shropshire Council so proper paperwork can be put in place for them to take on the structure.
Councillor Taylor proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To contact Highways at SC to say the Town Council has no objection to the Public House taking on the Gingerbread Man paviors, but ultimately it is a decision for SC to take.
15.116.C

LEASE OF SKATEBOARD PARK AREA
Councillor Taylor proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and sign the lease agreement for the extended area for the new Skateboard Park.
15.117.C

HONORARY TOWNSMAN AWARDS
The Chairman suggested deferring this item because he thought the Council should look at the process involved in Honorary Townsman award.  He also said there are members of the public that are not on the list that he believes should be supported.
He said he feels it is very difficult the way the Council currently carry out the process because once names have been made public it is very difficult to say no.  He confirms that he does not want to say no to anyone but it does show a weakness that needs to be addressed.  Deferring the item gives the Council an opportunity to look at the rules and procedures and the chance to add 1 or 2 extra nominations.
Councillor Taylor said the Council have followed the same procedures for the last 5 years.  She was concerned because the honorary awards are given out at the In Bloom presentation night which works very well and is in a room full of members of the public.  Her other concerns was that the presentation is organized to be held on 16 September and if members were to put off the item tonight it would give no option but to hold the award giving in the Chamber where the atmosphere would not be the same.  

Councillor Taylor continued to say she knows there are a lot of worthy members within the town and suggested the Council should go ahead with the nominations tonight and look at the procedures for next year.
Councillor Smith supported Councillor Taylor’s comments and added it has already been advertised in the press that the Honorary Townsman Awards will be awarded at the In Bloom presentation.
Councillor Taylor proposed, Councillor Smith seconded at it was RESOLVED with 9 votes for and 4 abstentions:

To continue to go ahead and consider the nominations for this year’s honorary townsman.  The procedure process will be looked at for the following year.
Councillor Taylor proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:

For Council members to agree to come out of committee whilst the nominations are discussed.

Councillor T. Beckett, Councillor S. Glover and the member of the press left the Chamber.


Nominee: Councillor T. Beckett

Councillor Taylor said Councillor Beckett does a fantastic job with organizing the 10K race within the town and it has now become the second biggest race in the area.
Councillor Taylor proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree to award Councillor T. Beckett with an honorary townsman award.



Nominee: Councillor S. Glover

Councillor Smith said Councillor Glover does a lot of work for the town and different institutions behind the scenes.
Councillor Ridgway said he cannot think at this point what Councillor Glover has done to enhance the town.

The Chairman read from a sheet of paper Councillor Glover handed to him before leaving the Chamber outlining his activities within the town.

Councillor Ridgway said no other nominee had handed the Chairman a piece of paper outlining his own achievements!
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor D. Erwin seconded and it was RESOLVED with 4 votes for, 2 votes against and 4 abstentions.

To agree to award Councillor S. Glover with an honorary townsman award.



Nominee: Mr. M. Smith
Councillor Taylor said Mr. Smith has formed the Drayton Crier on the social media web page which gives business free advertisements, has up to date information of what is going on in the town and keeps people who have moved away from the area informed.  She said he has also set up a town radio station which we have been after for a long time.  She continued to say he has altered the town in a very good way and all work he carries out is purely on a voluntary basis.

She said she had no one to go with her to judge this years In Bloom competition, she asked Mr. Smith to accompany her the night before and he accepted.  In turn he made a video of the displays which will be shown at the presentation night; again all voluntary.
Councillor Taylor proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree to award Mr. M. Smith with an honorary townsman award.



Councillor T. Beckett and Councillor S. Glover entered the Chamber.


Members went back into committee.

15.118.C

PUBLIC TOILETS
The Chairman said due to the fire in the public disabled toilets and the constant problems with the others attached to the Town Hall there is a need for the Council to decide how to move forward.

Councillor Hughes said the Clerk has arranged for a company from Telford to come out next week to give us a quote for upgrading all the public toilets and suggested members should defer this item until the next Services and Facilities Committee meeting scheduled on 1 October 2015 so all facts and figures can be reported.
Councillor Whittle said  he understands there was smoke damage above the upstairs room above the toilets; he asked why did he have to find out this information through reading it in the paper he thought the Clerk should have informed the Councillors no longer than 24 hours after the incident.

He said the Council have a responsibility for the duty of care towards the employees; someone could have died and the fire alarms only sound on the inside of the building which needs improving so it also sounds on the outside.
The Chair said there is an Extraordinary meeting after this meeting to discuss a fire and emergency policy.  He advised Council Whittle to speak to the Mayor to ask him why Councillors were not contacted.

Councillor Brown asked if the toilets are open now.

The Clerk said only the ladies public toilets are open at the moment; the disabled toilet is closed because of the fire and the men’s toilet is closed because of a leak.
Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree to defer this item to the next Services and Facilities Committee meeting on 1 October 2015 where facts and figures can be reported.

15.119.C

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EVENT
The Chairman said there is still a slot available on the market and 2 slots available at the Festival Drayton Centre for Councillors to volunteer their time regarding the pre consultation event on 9 September.

He said the Clerk has devised a simple crib sheet for Councillors information that they could take away an read. There will be an informal chat about the process after the meeting.
Councillor Hughes said it has also been arranged for a stall to be held in the town this coming Saturday and said any volunteers between 09.00 and 13.00 would be helpful.
15.120.C

MATTERS NOT RELATING TO COMMITTEE REPORTS
Councillor Whittle said 7 months ago it was resolved to have the Town Hall keys changed to a fob style locking system and all Councillors were asked to hand in any sets of keys.  He asked why has this not been done..

Councillor Ridgway said it can only be a yes or no answer.

Councillor Whittle asked if Councillor Hughes has handed in his set of keys to The Town Hall.

The Clerk said no.

Councillor Whittle asked if Councillor Hughes pays rent for being in the building so much.
The Clerk said no.

Councillor Whittle asked if the key fob locking system has been ordered considering it should have been completed a year ago.

The Clerk said no.

The Chairman said members are invited to ask a question which requires a simply yes or no answer. It any member is unhappy they should go and see either the Clerk or the Mayor so they can discuss things further.

Councillor Whittle asked if a new B.T. contract has been signed.

The Chairman said a renewal contract has been signed.

Councillor Whittle asked if the contract is cheaper than the old contract.

The Chairman said yes it was cheaper.

The Chairman said it is unfortunate the Mayor is not here at the meeting this evening.
all H

15.121.C

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:



To agree the payments from 1 April – 31 July 2015.


The meeting concluded at 8.20 pm.
Chairman ………………………………..
Date           ………………………………

