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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a Council meeting held on 31 October 2019 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R Aldcroft, T. Beckett, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, 
A. Cartwright, S. Glover, M. Smiths, R. Smith (Mayor) and M. Whittle.
Also present: 6 members of the public and Mr M Barrow, Shropshire Council
Clerks:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer.
1.C
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor M. Erwin.
2.C
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests declared.

3.C
PUBLIC SESSION         

The Mayor welcomed a representative from Market Drayton Twinning Association.

Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To suspend standing order to allow a member of the public to speak.

The representative thanked the Council for the opportunity to speak about the Pezanas Twinning Association.  She provided a brief history of the association, which was set up 23 years ago, and explained what the group are currently doing, their plans for the future and support required.
She said that the Town Council are not involved with the Association; previously the Town Council hosted Civic Events for visitors from Pezanas, been involved in activities and attended the meetings.
A recent visit from the Mayor of Pezanas took place to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the twinning.  Three Market Drayton Councillors attended the celebration event; she said it was disappointing that the Council were not aware of the visit.  The welcome received when visiting Pezanas is not reciprocated when visits take place in Market Drayton.
She said that the Association would like the Council to help promote the Twinning Association; to read the minutes of their meetings and be actively involved; to accompany members of the association on the visit to Pezanas in 2020; to help create a website; to promote activities; host civic receptions; to recognize the long standing efforts of the members of the association and to provide financial support.
Councillor Whittle said he had not seen any minutes from the Group.  He said the Association could put a grant application into the Community and Governance Committee and that articles to promote the Association could be put in the Market Drayton Messenger and on the Town Council website.
Councillor T Becket said that the Town Council were not aware of events; they understood the committee had been disbanded.
The Mayor thanked the representative from the Market Drayton Twinning Association for attending.
Four members of the public left the meeting.
4.C

Minutes

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was 
RESOLVED with one abstention:

To agree and adopt the minutes of the Council meeting held on the 8 August 2019. 
5.C
Shropshire Council Update
The Mayor welcomed Mark Barrow, to the meeting.

Mark Barrow said he would give an update on key issues within his area of responsibility.

Housing – there are approximately 1,800 houses built across Shropshire annually; these are mostly 3 and 4 bedroom houses that are not affordable for local people.  Shropshire Council is developing a company to build good quality affordable housing and housing suitable for people to live longer in their own homes.

Place Plan – the latest version will be published shortly; the plan sets out the needs and key issues for the town.  One issue that has been highlighted is the need for a programme of road safety improvements.

Local Plan Review – Shropshire Council are currently consulting on the major development sites.  The draft plan should be available at the end of March 2020 for consultation.

Leisure – a review of leisure arrangements is currently taking place to ensure best provision is provided; Shropshire Council will be asking the view of the Town Council.
Public Transport – following the recent consultation, residents’ views were considered and despite financial pressures some of the suggested changes were not implemented.

Economic Growth – the draft Economic Growth Strategy will be circulated in a couple of weeks; the issues raised by the Town Council in your feedback will hopefully have been addressed.

Grant Scheme – four businesses in the area have benefited from a grant which has helped protect and create new jobs.  Over 70 business in Market Drayton and the surrounding area are being supported by the Growth Hub.

Mr Barrow asked if Councillors had any questions.

Councillor Glover said there is a shortage of overnight accommodation in the Town. He asked if Shropshire Council would consider the former Magistrates Court being changed into B&B as the building is ¾ empty; the library could be relocated.   He also said tourism needs to be improved.

Mr Barrow responded that he recently met with Shropshire Tourism and discussed how to refocus that sector.  Visitor economy is important and there will be a renewed focus on it with an officer appointed to lead on it.  
Mr Barrow agreed to look at the use of the Magistrates court.  The housing and development company that is being set up will be able to help refurbish derelict buildings to help improve the High Streets.

Councillor Nellins said that Tern Hill Hall is only available for accommodation when they have functions.  In 2025 when the development of the barracks at Tern Hill starts there will be no local accommodation for all the workers; this will result in them travelling to surrounding towns and Market Drayton missing out on a lot of public spending.

Councillor Aldcroft said that parts of the Economic Growth Strategy are generic and do not relate to the town, there is no specific mention of economic growth in Market Drayton.  The Town Council are unaware of what work Shropshire Council are doing so can’t feedback.  The strategy mentions involvement from the Town Council, this has not happened, there has not been any communication with the Town Council.  If there had, road safety and empty buildings would have been identified along with the need for a Chamber of Trade.  For the Town Council to be involved with Economic Development we need the expertise and funding to do so.

Councillor Whittle said the proposed Marina Development includes a hotel and garden centre; creating jobs and making the canal more of a tourist attraction.  The development will hopefully be included in the Local Plan along with the infrastructure needed.  

Mr Barrow said that he is going to meet with representatives from the Canal and Rivers Trust to see how to maximise the canals and rivers.  Canals and towpaths are very important.
The Clerk said Shropshire Council need to ensure the Marina development is in the Local Plan along with the relocation of Market Drayton Sports Association.  With the planned development at Tern Hill we need to ensure there are sufficient facilities.   She also said that Mullers are one of the largest factories in Europe; visitors/businessmen cannot stay locally.

Mr Barrow said he would try to improve communications and that he was happy to come back to another meeting.


The Mayor thanked Mr Barrow for attending.

Mr Barrow and Councillor Aldcroft left the meeting.
6.C
Town Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor announced he has attended the following functions:

	Date
	Event

	9th August 2019
	VIP Reception Shrewsbury Flower Show

	11th August 2019
	Party in the Park

	9th September 2019
	Opening of new store KO Machines

	15th September 2019
	Battle of Britain Church Service

	15th September 2019
	Mayor of Wem’s Civic Service

	20th September 2019
	Pezanas Twinning Association Reception

	27th September 2019
	Opening of Spice Trail

	28th September 2019
	Opening of Ginger and Spice Festival

	28th September 2019
	Judge the Best Stall and Spicy Product

	29th September 2019
	Mayor of Newport Civic Service

	9th October 2019
	Opening of VIP Lounge – Salon Upstairs

	12th October 2019
	Opening of Straw Bale Bunkhouse (Fordhall Farm)

	13th October 2019
	Mayor’s Civic Service Market Drayton

	19th October 2019
	Trafalgar Night Dinner Royal British Legion

	25th October 2019
	Art Exhibition Preview ArtsFest

	26th October 2019
	Creative Drayton

	26th October 2019
	Little Voices Choir Concert (Festival Centre)



Councillor Aldcroft re-joined the meeting.


Councillors Mrs. J. Beckett and T. Beckett left the meeting.

7.C
Committee Minutes

Planning Committee
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 19 September 2019.

The minutes of the 10 October were not presented as they had already been agreed.
Community & Governance Committee
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Community and Governance Committee meeting held on 5 September 2019.


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was 


RESOLVED:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Community and Governance committee meeting held on 19 September 2019.  
Services and Facilities Committee

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was 


RESOLVED:


To receive and agree the minutes of the Services and Facilities

Committee meeting held on 19 September 2019. 

Finance & General Purposes Committee
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 10 October 2019. 

Personnel Committee
Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To receive and agree the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 19 September 2019. 

8.C
Personnel Committee

Councillors discussed the appointment of a member to the Personnel


Committee due to a recent Councillor resignation.

Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED;

To appoint a member to the Personnel Committee after the Town Councillor vacancy has been filled.
9.C
Shropshire Youth Consultation
A copy of the survey and background papers were previously circulated.
Shropshire Council are currently consulting on youth provision in the County.  It is not clear from the documents what age group the consultation is referring too; the closing date is the 31 October 2019.

Councillor Aldcroft suggested that Councillors complete the survey individually and only Councillors who have an involvement with youth activities should complete it.  Councillor Whittle said that a response should be submitted on behalf of the Town Council.  
 
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was 

RESOLVED with one against:
For Councillors to complete the survey individually and submit their response online.
10.C
Review of Policies


The Clerk, Chair of Finance and General Purposes Committee and Chair of Services and Facilities Committee met previously and recommended amendments to the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders.

Copies of both documents, clearly indicating the proposed amendments in red, were circulated previously.

i) Financial Regulations

Councillor discussed the amendments to the Financial Regulations and agreed additional amendments.  
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To approve the Financial Regulations subject to the following amendments.
1.  Paragraph 1.6 to include reference to criminal proceedings.
2.  Paragraphs 4.1 & 4.3  to delete the reference to Chairman and insert Mayor.

3.  Paragraph 11.e to read ‘All tenders shall be opened and registered at the same time…’

ii) Standing Orders

Councillors discussed the amendments to Standing Orders and agreed additional amendments. 

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was 

RESOLVED:

To approve the Standing Orders subject to the following amendments:
1. Paragraph 5e and 5f – delete the reference to Chairman and insert Mayor

2. Paragraph 5g – delete the reference to Vice Chair and insert Deputy Mayor

3. Paragraph 3.tii to be amended to state ‘the names of councillors who are present the names of councillors who are absent, councillors should attend for the full duration of meetings unless there are extenuating circumstances for their absence.  Councillors will submit to the Clerk prior to the meeting their reason for absence which is then approved by a resolution.’ 
  

Councillor Whittle left the meeting.
11.C
Asset Register

A copy of the Asset Register was circulated previously.

Councillor Aldcroft said that the Asset Register should be noted rather than agreed, as Councillors are not aware of the values of the assets.
Councillor Glover suggested that references to vehicles should include the registration numbers to help them be easily identified.
Councillor Whittled re-joined the meeting

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:
To Note the Asset Register for March 2019.
12.C 
Audit 2018/19 
A copy of the External Auditor Report and Certificate were circulated previously.

No questions were asked regarding the Audit.

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and approve the External Auditor Report and Certificate for 2018/19
13.C
Awards
As personal details were to be discussed the member of the public was asked to leave the meeting for the duration of the discussion.

ii) The long-standing Chair of the Allotment Association has retired.  To consider formally acknowledging his contrition to the local community

Councillors agreed that Mr Bob Holland had provided good service to the Allotment Society and should be included in the nominations for an Honorary Townsman Award.  Councillor Aldcroft, Cartwright and R. Smith agreed to be referees for the nomination.


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:


That Bob Holland be nominated by the Town Council for an Honorary Townsman Award.
i) To consider the nominations for Honorary Townsmen 
Copies of the nomination forms for Arthur Bennett and Jim Moore were circulated prior to the meeting. 

  Councillors discussed the three nominations and agreed that they had all   

  contributed to the local community.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:



To award Mr Jim Moore the Honorary Townsmen Award

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was  



RESOLVED;



To award Mr Arthur Bennett the Honorary Townsmen Award



Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was 



RESOLVED:



 
To award Mr Bob Holland the Honorary Townsmen Award



The member of the public re-entered the chamber.
iii) To consider a gift for a member of the public in recognition of her 

       contribution to Remembrance Sunday events.


After a short discussion;


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To give  flowers and a small gift in recognition of the contribution provided by Mrs Valerie Taylor totalling £50.  The Clerk and Mayor to decide on the gift.
14.C
Shropshire Council and outside bodies reports


Councillor Aldcroft reported that discussions are ongoing regarding the relocation of Market Drayton Sports Association and that speed enforcement is taking place on Newcastle Road.

Councillor Glover said the visit to Stafford Ambulance Hub took place; it was very informative and interesting.
15.C  
Schedule of Payments 


The schedule of payments was circulated previously 

Councillor Glover asked why a payment for the purchase of a container appeared more than once.
The Clerk said that the payment appeared twice as it had been recoded.  The amount was also split between two different budget codes.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree the payments from 1 August 2019 – 30 September 2019

16.C
Annual Council Meeting 2020
Due to the Police and Crime Commissioner Elections on the 7th May 2020 Councillors discussed changing the date of the Annual Council Meeting which is scheduled for the same date.
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To change the Annual Council Meeting to the 14th May 2020.
The meeting concluded at 9.10 pm.
Chairman
………………………..……….                   Date ……………………

