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EC.JUNE.16

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of an Extraordinary Council meeting held on 30 June 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: J Beckett, T Beckett, K. Brown, J Cadwallader, D. M. Erwin, D. S. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough, R Hughes, D Minnery (Mayor), C. Purcell, R. Smith, V. Taylor and M. Whittle.
Clerk:

Town Clerk & Assistant Town Clerk.
16.64.EC
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Aldcroft and Ridgway.
16.65.EC
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests declared.

16.66.EC
ANNUAL RETURN
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the Annual Governance Statement 2015/16 on the Annual Return. 
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded and it was RESOLVED: 

To agree the Accounting Statement 2015/16 on the Annual Return.

16.67.EC
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED: 
That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which will involve the likely disclosure of exempt information relating to establishment and contractual matters as defined in Part 1 of Schedule12a Local Government Act 1972 and pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they are instructed to withdraw.
16.68.EC
REPORTS FROM THE MONITORING OFFICER
The Chairman said the Town Council have received two reports back from the Monitoring Officer at Shropshire Council.
i) The first report is for no further action recommended is appropriate.

Councillor Whittle said he has been arrested, put on bail with finger prints and DNA taken and was unable to discuss the incident.  He said whilst this was going on for months he has been called a criminal by Councillor Hughes which is untrue, he has been beaten up and his wife has been threatened.
He confirmed the investigations have now been concluded and he is off bail with no charges against him.  He thought the Councillor who made the remark should apologies and be suspended from the Council.

The Chairman said it has been advised by the Monitoring Officer that an apology should be made on an agenda, no public apology was advised; however he would personally write a statement for the press.

Councillor Whittle appreciated the Chairman’s proposal.  He thought the period of suspension which was made by the previous Mayor was not in the Town Councils Standing Orders to carry out and felt this was unfair.

The Chairman asked if Councillor Hughes would like to make a comment.

Councillor Hughes declined to make a comment because it is an ongoing official complaint.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Taylor seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree for the Mayor to put a public apology to Councillor Whittle in the local newspaper.  

Councillor Taylor requested a recorded vote.  The vote is as follows:
Cllr. J. Beckett

For
Cllr. T. Beckett

For

Cllr. K. Brown

For

Cllr. J. Cadwallader
For

Cllr. M. Erwin

For

Cllr. D. Erwin

For

Cllr. S. Glover

For

Cllr. J. Gough

For

Cllr. R. Hughes

For

Cllr. D. Minnery

For

Cllr. C. Purcell

For

Cllr. R. Smith

For

Cllr. V. Taylor

For

ii) The Chairman said the second statement has been circulated to all members from the Monitoring Officer and must remain confidential until it has been approved.
The Chairman asked if Councillor Glover would like to comment.

Councillor Clover read out the following statement:

I have received and carefully read the adjudication by Shropshire Council of the complaint lodged with them on 30 September 2015 originated by Councillor Roger Hughes the leader of the Conservative Group on Market Drayton Town Council.

The circumstances surrounding the complaint are disputed.

I must inform this Extraordinary Meeting that I have made a formal complaint concerning the conduct of the adjudicator Graham White, a solicitor of Shropshire Council, to:

1. The Solicitors Regulatory Authority (SRA)

2. The Complaints Service of Shropshire Council

3. The Local Government Ombudsman (LGO)

In view of the above, I would respectfully request that the consideration of this report be adjourned until the outcome of these complaints are known and a copy of this memo be appended to the minutes of this meeting.

The Chairman asked what basis Councillor Glover made these comments; there are no substance in it, you have not explained why you feel it is inaccurate.
Councillor Whittle said he thought Councillor Glover had already been punished by being taken off the Personnel Committee.

The Chairman said in the Standing Orders of this Council it clearly states to remove a member from a committee if there is inappropriate behavior made; this action was instantly taken, it was relevant and necessary.

He wanted members to note section 4.4 of the final Monitoring Officer report it states:

In his substantive response to the allegations, Councillor Glover, on the 23 October 2015, indicated that he had discussed matters relating to the employment of staff with the press as alleged and proceeded to justify doing so because he believed that his comments were accurate.

The Chairman said Councillor Glover admitted to the Monitoring Officer he did have the conversation.  The Monitoring Officer comments clearly explain he had no rights to have had this conversation and Town Councils Standing Orders clearly say in Section 24; only Clerks and Chairman’s of the Committees have the authority to talk to the press.
Councillor Hughes wanted to highlight section 1.2 in the Monitoring Officers final report; the complaint was agreed made by Market Drayton Town Council not himself.

Councillor Taylor asked if the story was published in the paper.

The Chairman said no; it was stopped.

Councillor Taylor said she was saddened to hear members being reported and felt members of staff should be supported.

Councillor T. Beckett felt Councillor Glover had has his punishment with being taken off the Personnel Committee and was reluctant to put the Monitoring Officers statement into the press because he thought it would do no justice on the Council.

Councillor Taylor said members should not be upsetting the staff and asked Councillor Glover to apologize to them.
The Clerk said he has had the opportunity to apologize but has refused.

Councillor Glover said he will not apologize.

The Chairman said a decision has been made from Councils complaint; Town Council should accept the verdict good or bad and thought the statement given by the Monitoring Officer should be published.  It is a formal document and if members do not wish for it to be published he would have to defer this item until he seeks legal advice but thought it could not be deferred until his next meeting in September; if the advice was to publish it; it shall be published.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To receive the accuracy of the Monitoring Officers final report from the complaint.  Status of the press release will be held until further advice has been received.

The Committee went back into an open meeting.

16.69.EC
THE ZONE PROJECT
Councillor Hughes said the lottery grant has now been accepted however it does come with conditions and the Officer Nicola Fisher; employed to help with the bid has written up a report for members to read.
He said it is important the Town Council have a trail; the money concerned is a significant amount and extra care is needed with the internal auditors.  

Councillor Hughes said the Officer has made a list of recommendations that the Council needs to adopt for the lottery to process; it should take approximately six months to get the Lottery up and running of which he will regularly report back to committee.
The report to Market Drayton Town Council regarding The Zone Community Challenge dated 30 June 2016 States:

Market Drayton Town Council successfully secured £356,726 from the Big Lottery Fund.

The total Big Lottery Fund - Revenue grant is £256,726 over five years

The total Big Lottery Fund - Capital monies is £100,000 to be spent in year one

The total additional funding is £204,625
· Market Drayton Town Council - Capital allocation - £100,000 

· Market Drayton Town Council, Shropshire Youth Association, Shropshire Housing Group and Shropshire Council £73,500 in-kind support (officer hours) over five years.

· Shropshire Housing Group - Capital allocation £10,000 

· Unsecured - £23,000, revenue to be raised from the Café, events, and fundraising.

The total project cost is £561,351 over five years. 

The Zone Community Group will co-ordinate the day-to-day running of the venue and activities.  They will report to MDTC, providing evidence for the agreed Big Lottery Fund bid outcomes and monthly financial returns.  It is anticipated that after five years the project will be self-funding.

The key aim of the project is the creation of a youth café and community hub, known as The Zone.  Sited on the Longland’s Play Area, this venue will provide the base for volunteering and training opportunities for young people and adults, with a strong emphasis on life-skills and employability.

To compliment the “indoor” facilities of the Zone, the project includes the construction of two play areas.  One on Longland’s Play area and the other on a new site created as a consequence of the development currently undertaken by Shropshire Housing Group on the Fairfield’s Estate. 
Recommendations:-

1. That Market Drayton Town Council enter into partnership agreements with SHG (Shropshire Housing Group), SYA (Shropshire Youth Association) and TCAT (Telford College of Arts and Technology) or other suitable agency, as per the terms and conditions in the Big Lottery Fund Grant Offer Letter

2. That Market Drayton Town Council undertake a recruitment process to employ a Zone Centre / Activities Co-ordinator as per the Big Lottery Fund Grant Offer Letter

3. That Market Drayton Town Council undertake a Tender process for the design and construction of the Zone Youth and Community Hub building as per the Big Lottery Fund Grant Offer Letter.

4. That Market Drayton Town Council undertake consultation and a tender process for the design and installation of the proposed play area on the Longland’s Play area site.

5. To form a Zone Project Steering Group, consisting of members of Market Drayton Town Council representatives, The Zone Community Group and suitable partners as identified.  This group to report to the Services and Facilities Committee. 

Councillor Glover said the report is unsigned.

Councillor Hughes said the report has been done by Shropshire Council Officer; Nicola Fisher.  Nicola is the Officer Town Council all agreed to help out with the Lottery bid.

Councillor Whittle asked if the Council have enough personnel in place to manage staff for the projects.
The Chairman said it was agreed for a second member of staff to be employed from Shropshire Council and Councillor Hughes has agreed to carry out the admin for the first six months.

Councillor Hughes said The Zone will pretty much run itself without too much pressure on the Town Council staff; then it will need to be able to stand alone away from the Council in five years’ time.
He said the Lottery requires us to submit a job advert to them to ensure they are happy with it and they can vet the process we are conducting which will take between four to six weeks to approve.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Cadwallader seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the recommendations made by the Shropshire Councillor Officer for The Zone Lottery bid:

· That Market Drayton Town Council enter into partnership agreements with SHG (Shropshire Housing Group), SYA (Shropshire Youth Association) and TCAT (Telford College of Arts and Technology) or other suitable agency, as per the terms and conditions in the Big Lottery Fund Grant Offer Letter

· That Market Drayton Town Council undertake a recruitment process to employ a Zone Centre / Activities Co-ordinator as per the Big Lottery Fund Grant Offer Letter

· That Market Drayton Town Council undertake a Tender process for the design and construction of the Zone Youth and Community Hub building as per the Big Lottery Fund Grant Offer Letter.

· That Market Drayton Town Council undertake consultation and a tender process for the design and installation of the proposed play area on the Longland’s Play area site.

· To form a Zone Project Steering Group, consisting of members of Market Drayton Town Council representatives, The Zone Community Group and suitable partners as identified.  This group to report to the Services and Facilities Committee. 

The meeting concluded at 8.35 pm.
Date

……………………………

Chairman
……………………………
