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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Community and Governance Committee held on 
12 November 2020 at 7.25 pm 
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, M. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough, D. Minnery, 
I Nellins, M. Smith, R. Smith and M. Whittle (Chair).



In attendance:  Six members of the public

Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

The Chair announced that the meeting was being recorded.

1. CG     APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs. J Beckett and T Beckett due to work commitments and Cllr Cartwright due to computer problems.
2. CG     DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3. CG     PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4.CG
MINUTES
Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:

To agree and confirm the minutes of the Community and Governance Committee meeting held on 10 September 2020 

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To agree and confirm the minutes of the Extraordinary Community and Governance Committee meeting held on 24 September 2020.

5.CG
MONUMENT

Proposals for the installation of a Covid19 Monument produced by the working group were circulated with the Agenda.

The working group has produced proposals for the installation of a Covid19 monument at the top of Stafford Street; details of which were circulated prior to the meeting.
Councillor Aldcroft said the proposal is to erect a Covid19 monument at the top of Stafford Street.  He said he had discussed the wording for the monument with other Councillors and the proposed wording is ‘this memorial was erected in recognition of the resilience, care and selfless efforts of the people of our community during the Covid19 crisis’ with reference below that the monument was installed by the Town Council and the date.
The Clerk said that planning permission is required to install a monument at the proposed location.

Councillor Erwin said that he is not against a memorial, but as Covid is currently ongoing, the money spent on a memorial could be used to support people in financial constraints; he suggested installing a plaque may be more appropriate.

Councillor Nellins agreed and said that the installation of a monument is a little premature as the crisis is ongoing and that Council need to be mindful what is being commemorated.  The Clerk clarified that the monument is for all the people that have given their time and support during the Covid19 pandemic not people who have lost their lives.
A discussion took place regarding the wording and the location of a monument.  Councillor Aldcroft said that the working group recommended the monument be located at the top of Stafford Street as there is already a suitable area with seating there.

Councillor R. Smith said he was not happy with the proposed location of the monument due to problems and issues in that area; Councillor Minnery said he supported the concept but shared concerns about the location, he suggested alternative locations should be considered.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded, and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:

To agree to erect a monument with the wording’ this memorial was erected in recognition of the resilience, care and selfless efforts of the people of our community during the covid19 crisis’.

The working group and interested councillors to look at an alternative location and report back to the next available meeting.
7.CG
WALKMILL MEADOWS 
The Chair said he would like to set up a small working group to investigate the feasibility of a nature walk from Walkmill Meadows to Fordhall Farm, a project that may take several years to complete.  He suggested the working group consist of the Mayor, the chair of this Committee and Councillor Cartwright due to his expertise on wildlife.
Councillor Minnery said he supported the setting up of a working group and offered his support to the group as a link to Shropshire Council.  He said he is already working with Shropshire Council to safeguard and secure the entire length of the valley to Ternhill and that a local person has agreed to produce a video using a drone detailing the area from the swimming centre to Fordhall Farm.
Councillor Aldcroft said the remit of the working group should include exploring the possibility of registering the area as an SSI.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:

To set up a Walkmill Meadows Working Group, consisting of the Mayor, the Chair of the Community and Governance Committee and Councillor Cartwright.

The Working Group to investigate the feasibility of a nature walk from Walkmill Meadows to Fordhall Farm and registering the area as an SSI.
8.CG
 SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL UPDATE
Councillor Aldcroft said that a meeting has taken place with Owen Paterson MP in Woore regarding highways issues relating to HS2.  Negotiations are ongoing with HS2 to pay towards the necessary highway alterations.
Councillor Minnery gave the following updates:
· Andy Begley has taken up the role of Chief Executive of Shropshire Council.
· Local Plan Regulation 18 consultation has ended; there were more responses than anticipated which has resulted in a delay of it being presented to cabinet.

· Shropshire Council are on course to break even or have a modest budget deficit.  Funding has been provided by government for Covid19.  An indirect consequence of the pandemic is the number of children that are in care in Shropshire, there has been an increase of 50% compared to 18 months ago.
· Covid19 pandemic – infections rates in Shropshire are increasing, residents need to be careful and follow the guidelines on how to stay safe.

The Chair thanked the Shropshire Councillors for their updates.

9.CG
REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES
Councillor Aldcroft said that the virtual North Shropshire Area Committee of SALC is on Monday 23 November.  There will be a speaker from Shropshire Council on flooding and drainage and Steve Davenport, Cabinet member for Highways and Transport, will be providing an update on highways and answering questions.  Councillor Aldcroft agreed to circulate the electronic meeting link to all Councillors and the Clerk.
Councillor Aldcroft formally thanked Councillor Mike Smith, Mick Hughes from the Royal British Legion, Jeremy Blandford and the Town Council admin staff for the co-ordination and production of the videos to commemorate VJ Day, VE Day and Remembrance Sunday; he said the virtual videos made a difference to a lot of people in the town.

The official thank you was NOTED
10.CG
 INFORMATION

The following information was NOTED:
· Market Drayton Traders Association have been given £300 towards the cost of

     providing free meals for children during half term week.


· Three areas have been approved for a Community Speed Watch: Summerhill 
Gardens, Farcroft Drive and Dalelands Estate.  A volunteer group is being set up with the support of West Mercia Police.

· Covid 19 arrangements (subject to further Government updates):

· The Town Hall Reception is closed until 3rd December 2020.  

· Staff will be working in the Town Hall Office from 9am - 4pm Monday to  

                      Thursday and 9am - 1pm on a Friday.

· The play areas and public toilets will remain open.

The meeting concluded at 8.00pm
Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

