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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance Committee held on 
16 May 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A Cartwright,

 M. Erwin, S. Glover, M. Smith and M. Whittle.

Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

1. CG     APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors: I. Nellins and R. Smith.
2. CG     DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests declared.
3. CG     PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4. CG     MINUTES
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded, and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance committee held on 7 March 2019.

5. CG      LOCAL POLICING ISSUES


The Chair introduced PC Alan Ambrose.
i)  Shop Watch

PC Ambrose said that a meeting has taken place to try and encourage local business owners to get involved in a Shop Watch Scheme; despite over 60 letters being hand delivered to all businesses only five people attended.  

A second meeting has been arranged for 31st May, 7pm at the Town Hall; details have been put on the Drayton Crier and positive feedback from business owners has been received, a reminder nearer the date of the meeting will also be posted. 

PC Ambrose explained that the scheme will run like the Pub Watch scheme; business representatives will meet with members of the Local Policing team to discuss issues, including details of anyone that has been banned from local businesses.   
As Councillor M. Smith is already in contact with the Local Policing Team regarding Shop Watch it was suggested that he act as the Town Council representative and report back on progress.
The Chair asked if radios would be used.  PC Ambrose said that a closed Facebook page or WhatsApp group would be created as Social Media is the quickest way to share information.

Councillor Erwin proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention: 

To appoint Councillor M Smith as Shop Watch representative for the Council.
ii) Additional Police officers for North Shropshire.

PC Ambrose said the number of police officers in the area will be increasing and that the recruitment process has started; the process takes 6 – 8 months before officers can work independently in the community.  Currently there are 3-4 officers per shift covering Whitchurch, Wem, Shawbury, Market Drayton and over to Woore and Battlefield;  it is hoped that there will be 4-5 per shift in future.

The Chair asked if Special Constables are still used.  PC Ambrose confirmed they are still used; there are currently 3 that work out of Market Drayton, they work a minimum of 16 hours per month.
7.CG
COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH
i)  To consider supporting a Community Speed Watch Scheme

This agenda item was brought forward with the approval of the Chair as PC Ambrose had relevant information.
Information circulated previously regarding Community Speed Watch and the criteria required to set up a scheme.
PC Ambrose said he had met with representatives from the Safer Roads Partnership earlier that day and they had discussed speed enforcement taking place on Shrewsbury Road and Newcastle Road using the motorbike and mobile speed enforcement equipment.
PC Ambrose explained that he attended a meeting several weeks ago with a resident, who puts up the mobile speed signs, and officers from the Town Council as the resident is very keen to set up a Community Speed Watch Group.  A Community Speed Watch Group is a volunteer group who record traffic speed using held hand monitoring devices; they do not have any enforcement powers, notification letters are sent out to individuals recorded speeding.
Community Speed Watch groups are trained and supported by the Safer Roads Partnership.  Discussions have taken place with officers from the Partnership regarding the process to set up a group and the criteria that needs to be met; the process of setting up a group can be lengthy as the Safer Roads Partnership cover a large area.  Initially they have requested four roads be put forward for monitoring under the scheme.  The four roads will then be monitored for speed and risk assessments carried by the Safer Roads Partnership to ensure they are suitable.  
Four roads have been suggested by the resident, they include Shrewsbury Road and Newcastle Road; as speed enforcement by the Safer Roads Partnerships is going to take place on these roads, so they cannot be included in a Community Speed Watch scheme.   Two additional roads will need to be suggested.
Councillor Aldcroft asked what support would be required from the Council.  

The Clerk explained that support for a scheme and confirming that speeding is a community priority would help meet the criteria for setting up a Community Speed Watch.  The Projects Officer said that financial support was not required as the Safer Roads Partnership have confirmed, that subject to the criteria being met and the suitable roads being agreed, training and equipment will be provided.  

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To support a Community Speed Watch scheme in Market Drayton

i)   To approve a list of proposed roads to be included in the scheme

Information circulated previously.

Considering the information provided by PC Ambrose it was agreed that the
Agenda item would be brought back for discussion once two different roads have 

been identified.

6. CG   GINGER AND SPICE
The Mayor welcomed Julia Roberts, a representative from the Ginger and Festival
Julia gave a PowerPoint presentation about the Ginger and Spice Festival.  Julia explained that the Festival is a community fringe festival, which takes place annually in and around Market Drayton during British Food Fortnight.  The Aims of the Festival are to bring the local community together to discover and explore the town’s unique culinary and cultural heritage with a focus on promoting seasonal and locally produced food and to attract more visitors to the town.  Julia provided details of the events that took place during the 2017 and 2018 Festivals; new events for 2019 include a restaurant competition, best stall contest, Guinness Book of Record attempt, collaboration with Bengaili chefs, Jazz concert and a Comedian. 
Julia also provided information about the economic benefits of the festival and the opportunities available.  This years Festival is being held on 25th-28th September.
A discussion took place regarding possible road closures, using Arlon Square for stalls or possibly using Queens Street as it is already pedestrianised.  Julia said that having stalls fragmented is not advantageous.

The Mayor thanks Julia for attending.  Julia thanked the Councillors for their time and left the meeting.


8.CG
FUNDING REQUEST
A letter from Drayton Arts Festival was previously circulated.

The Chair said that the festival provides activities for all ages and brings a lot of people into the town.  The funding request was for £2,000.

After a short discussion;

Councillor T Beckett proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To Fund Market Drayton Arts Festival £2,000 from the Community and Governance budget.
9.CG
UPDATE
i) Tree on Waterside Drive 

Councillor Aldcroft said that the tree has been trimmed and residents are pleased with the work carried out.
Councillor Mrs J Beckett and Councillor J Beckett left the meeting.

10.CG
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL UPDATE
Councillor Aldcroft reported that Shropshire Council Planning Department are changing the Planning Committee areas from three to two; the new areas will be North Area, which including Shrewsbury, and South.

He said that the Highways Department are undergoing a restructure which will be effective from 1 June 2019.  All contact regarding highways issues will now be through Customer Services.

Councillor Erwin asked what was happening regarding the refurbishment of Shirehall.  Councillor Aldcroft said that he would produce a report for the next meeting on plans for the development of Shirehall.
11.CG  REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES
Councillor Glover reported that the Market Drayton Community Enterprise is arranging three events this year.  The group are looking into the possibility of the Corbet Arms becoming a Community building and contact has been made with English Heritage.
Councillor Aldcroft reported that Telford and Wrekin and Shropshire CCG’s have merged.   The ambulance service covers 5,000 square miles; 99% of ambulances have a paramedic onboard.  A recent audit from CQC has awarded them outstanding overall.  The university trust is recruiting 150 new paramedics to train.

Councillor Aldcroft also reported that the Market Drayton Food Bank is in crisis due to a lack of donations. 

12.CG
INFORMATION
i)   GDPR training is being held at Shirehall on the 24th May 2019.  
The Clerk said GDPR training has been arranged for the 19th June at the Town Hall.  Councillor Glover suggested Councillors from the neighbouring parishes be invited to attend.
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To invite representatives from local parishes to attend the GDPR training on 19th June.
The following information was NOTED:
ii) Mark Barrow, Shropshire Council and John Champion, Police and Crime Commissioner to be invited to the next meeting.
The meeting concluded at 8.41
Chairman
 ………………………………             Date  
 …………………

