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CG.SEPTEMBER.2019

 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of an Extraordinary meeting of the Community and Governance Committee held on 19 September 2019 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A Cartwright,

 D. Edmunds, J. Gough, M. Erwin, S. Glover, I. Nellins, M. Smith (Vice Chairman), R. Smith and M. Whittle (Chair).
Also present: Two members of the public
Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer
1. CG     APOLOGIES

No apologies were received

2. CG     DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests declared.
3. CG     PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4.CG
MINUTES
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance committee held on 5 September 2019.
5.CG
PARTY IN THE PARK

Councillor M. Smith circulated a report on Party in the Park.


The Chair congratulated Councillor Smith for organising the event.
Councillor M. Smith said that the event had gone well.   During the planning stages there were a few issues with Shropshire Council which resulted in a lot of extra work; the Shropshire Council Officers who attended on the day were generally satisfied with how the event was run and there were no complaints from residents.  
Councillor Beckett said the red tape was the hardest thing.  There is still a grey area as to who is responsible for the event. The Clerk agreed and said  a meeting is being organised before the end of the year to decide how future events should be organised.  
Councillor Aldcroft thanked Councillor Beckett and Councillor M. Smith for organising the event.  He suggested that the process regarding health and safety, risk assessments, permission etc should be started earlier to avoid any last minute problems.

Councillor Whittle said that the Town Council can support events in the Town, but cannot fund events outside of the town.  He suggested a small events team be set up.
6 .CG
THE MESSENGER


Councillor A Cartwright declared a pecuniary interest and left the room.

The Chair said that The Drayton Messenger was started by the Town Council to inform residents what is going on in the town and what the Council is doing.  It is delivered 4 times a year at a cost of approximately £8,000.

To allow the editor of The Drayton Messenger to speak;

The Chair proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED: 

To suspend Standing Orders
The Chair asked the editor of the of The Drayton Messenger to speak about the costs associated with the publication.

The editor said the originally the formula used to charge for the messenger was complicated.  The Town Council currently pay approximately £2,000 per issue which with the income from advertising covers the production and delivery costs leaving a small profit.  He said he has been producing the Messenger for 7 years and would like to step away from it a little;  maybe students at the Grove could help with layout and graphics.  He explained that anyone helping would need to have the correct software package and license which would be an additional cost.
The Chair said that no money was being withdrawn this financial  year but costs need to be considered; he asked if costs could be reduced by stopping the distribution to the Parishes or by having one drop off point in each Parish.
The editor replied that reducing circulation would reduce costs; he said he has already met with Councillors Aldcroft and Glover about the costs.
Councillor Edmunds said that people advertising in the magazine may want it distributed to surrounding parishes, also delivering to each house in the surrounding parishes helps make residents feel part of the community.

Councillor Aldcroft suggested asking Parish Councils to pay towards the cost of distribution.

The meeting went back into Committee.
Councillor Aldcroft suggested, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To explore the following options before a decision is made regarding the future production and delivery of the Drayton Messenger:
· Delivering to Town only

· Delivering to Towns and Parishes
· Ask Parishes to pay towards the costs

· Examine new technology that could be used

· Delivering copies to one point in the parishes

· A mixture of the above.

The Clerk said that conversations need to take place at budget time so everyone is clear regarding costs.

Councillor Beckett asked if digital copies were available.  Councillor M Smith responded that copies are available on the internet.

The meeting concluded at 7.33pm

Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

