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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Community and Governance Committee held on 
22nd July 2021 at 7.30 pm 
PRESENT: Councillors: A. Allen, T. Beckett (Chairman), B. Chapman,      

M. Erwin, T. Manton, I. Nellins, M. Smith, and M. Whittle.
In attendance:  There was 1 member of the public present and 4 members of the public listening via Teams.
Clerk:
Projects Officer and Assistant Clerk
1. CG     APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Aldcroft, Hughes and 
R. Smith

2. CG     DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3. CG     PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4.CG
MINUTES
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Erwin seconded, and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:
To agree and confirm the minutes of the Community and Governance Committee meeting held on 28 January 2021 

5.CG
POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER’S TOWN AND PARISH SURVEY


The Chair said that a copy of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Town and Parish survey had been circulated with the agenda.


The Chair proposed that each Councillor complete the survey individually then give the completed forms to the Clerk; the Chair and the Clerk to collate the results.  He said if any Councillors feel strongly on any issues, they should include additional comments on the form.  

The closing date for returning the survey was not known.  Dependant on dates a copy of the results to be brought back to the next meeting or circulated to Councillors prior to submission.


Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Chapman seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
The Police and Crime Commissioner’s Town and Parish Survey to be completed by the Chair and Clerk using the evidence base from the forms completed by Councillors.


The completed form to be circulated to Councillors prior to submission.
6.CG
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE


The Chair said that Steve Charmley, portfolio holder for highways, sent an open letter to residents acknowledging that roads are in poor condition and need improvement.  In previous years funding has been redirected to pay for adult social care;  £40 million has been allocated for road improvements.

Councillor Manton said the main issue raised during the recent election was the bad state of the roads. He asked what the timeframe is to get the roads repaired in the town and how Market Drayton can be put at the top of the list.

The Chair said that Market Drayton is at the top of the list for repairs due to its location.  The work has started to repair the roads; Morrisons roundabout has been repaired and a date has been set for repairing the crossing on Newcastle Road.  He said he is meeting with Mark Barrow, Director of Place, next week and would raise any issues or concerns with him.

Councillor Chapman said there has been a number of years of neglect of the roads and he is concerned that no one really knows how bad the roads are.  

He said he has produced three registers to record where the potholes are, how big they are, where they are positioned relative to properties and features in the town.  He said he also has a ward plan with areas allocated to every councillor so they can participate with the audit and complete the registers which will be passed to the Clerk.  He said the information gathered will be compiled by the Clerk and sent to Shropshire Council asking them to produce a plan as to when the repairs will be carried out.
Councillor Chapman asked that the Town Councillors and Council adopt the presented Market Drayton highways Audit and Pothole Register initially to be completed by individual Councillor audit of nominated town areas included in the presentation documents. This Audit to be preferably completed by 05/08/2021 or earlier and presented to the Town Clerk for collation into a master document which should be completed by 12/08/2021. 
Once completed the highways audit/pothole register is to be submitted to Shropshire Council Highways department asking for a commitment to rectify said potholes by issuing Market Drayton Town Council with a “Dated rectification plan”. 

Failure to provide a “rectification plan” with a commitment date that council is happy with then the Town Council can consider instigating a “Section 56 notice” for works to be completed within the requirements of the Highways Act 1980.

Thereafter the Town Council maintain this register on behalf of the public, and the Audit to be completed by the Town Council and its Councillors on a 6 month repeating cycle.
Councillor Chapman requested a recorded vote.
The Chair asked if Councillor Chapman had asked Shropshire Council what information they hold regarding potholes; He said he fully supports road repairs in the town but was concerned that the audit would be duplication of work.  
The Chair asked Councillor Chapman if he would be prepared not to execute the audit until he clarified with Mark Barrow what information Shropshire Council hold and if the audit needs to be done.
Councillor Chapman said he was not prepared to change his suggestion.

Councillor Whittle said most potholes are scheduled to be done; he said that due to work commitments he would not be able to help with the audit of potholes.
Councillor Nellins said that he would get clarification on the need for an audit and phone Councillor Chapman with an answer by  Monday 26th July.

Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded, and it was RESOLVED with four in favour, three against and one abstention:

That the proposal set out below will not be executed until Monday 26th July to allow time for the Chair to find out what information Shropshire Council hold regarding potholes and if the work doesn’t need to be done.
That the Town Councillors and Council adopt the presented Market Drayton highways Audit and Pothole Register initially to be completed by individual Councillor audit of nominated town areas included in the presentation documents. This Audit to be preferably completed by 05/08/2021 or earlier and presented to the Town Clerk/Deputy clerk for collation into a master document which should be completed by 12/08/2021. 
Once completed the highways audit/pothole register is to be submitted to Shropshire Council Highways department asking for a commitment to rectify said potholes by issuing Market Drayton Town Council with a “Dated rectification plan”. 
Failure to provide a “rectification plan” with a commitment date that council is happy with then the Town Council can consider instigating a “Section 56 notice” for works to be completed within the requirements of the Highways Act 1980.
Thereafter the Town Council maintain this register on behalf of the public, and the Audit to be completed by the Town Council and its Councillors on a 6 month repeating cycle.
Recorded Vote:

Councillor: 
Allen 

for




Beckett
for




Chapman
against




Erwin

abstain




Manton
against




Nellins
for




M. Smith
against




Whittle
for

The proposition was carried.
7.CG
TRIMMING OF TREES, SHRUBS, BORDERS 


Councillor Chapman said there has been issues of overgrown pathways in town.  


He said he would like to ask Shropshire Council for a dispensation, to be used at the Clerks discretion, for Town Council staff to trim overgrown trees and shrubs.  

Concern was raised regarding identifying ownership of the overgrown trees and shrubs as in some cases it is the responsibility of the landowner to maintain their boundary.

The Chair said that some town and parishes employ a lenghsmen to deal with such issues; he agreed to find out more information regarding lenghsmen and how they are funded.

Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Erwin seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To contact Shropshire Council regarding a dispensation to cut hedges and verges in the town, which would be used at the Clerks discretion, and advice on how they can be maintained. 
8.CG
CLIMATE EMERGENCY POLICY


The Chair said it would be prudent for Town Council to have a Climate Emergency Policy. The Chair said the Go Greener Festival is taking place on 29th October 2021 and he would like the policy to be produced by then.

The Chair proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To produce a Climate Emergency Policy
9.CG      
HONORARY TOWNSPERSON


Information was circulated prior to the meeting.


The Chair asked Council to consider holding the Honorary Townsperson awards in 2021. 



He said that Honorary Townsperson Awards are given every two years.  The last awards were agreed in October 2019 and awarded in January 2020.

It was suggested that the Awards Ceremony could be combined with the In Bloom Awards evening in September


Councillor Beckett proposed, Councillor M. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To hold Honorary Townsperson Awards in 2021.
10.CG    SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL UPDATE
      
The Chair updated on the following issues:
· Leslie Picton, Leader of Shropshire Council will be visiting Market Drayton in the near future.  The Chair said that the town needs to raise its profile.
· The draft Local Plan, which sets out development sites for the town until 2038, has been approved by Shropshire Council ahead of submission to an independent examination. The Chair said he has received assurance that the infrastructure required to accommodate the additional development will be provided. 
· Residents will be offered a 3rd recycling bin for glass, plastics and cans.  The bins will be more convenient for households and contractors.  The bin is free of charge to residents; collections will remain fortnightly. 
· Shropshire Council staff are on secondment to different positions dealing with Covid19 related issues.  Shropshire Council staff were at Morrisons carpark today giving out Lateral flow tests and encouraging residents to have the injections.
11.CG
 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES
     
Northern Area Local Committee – Councillor Whittle reported that presentations were given at the meeting from Leslie Picton, Leader of Shropshire Council, Ian Nellins, Portfolio Holder for Climate Change and Steve Brown, Highways Department.  Councillor Whittle was elected Chair of the committee.

Councillor Whittle said that the West Midlands Ambulance will be giving a presentation at the next meeting on response times. The meetings are open meetings, any councillor can attend.

Councillor Beckett said that he was not aware of the meeting.  Councillor Whittle agreed to pass his details onto the Clerk of the committee.  The Chair asked if NALC meeting agendas could be sent to all Councillors.
12.CG
POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER


Information was circulated prior to the meeting


Councillor Manton said that he and Councillor Chapman attended a meeting with Superintendent Bill and John Campion, The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC).  Councillor Manton said the meeting was arranged due to concerns regarding crime in Market Drayton and the effectiveness of the local policing team.  Two of the main issues discussed were the increasing drug crime in the town and the lack of reporting of crime.
Councillor Chapman said The PCC and Superintendent Bill talked about a brand-new initiative called ‘Neighbourhood Matters’; a service whereby people can keep up to date with local policing news. It enables residents, businesses and community groups across the area to find out more about what is happening in their local community. It also gives them the opportunity to contact police officers and local policing teams directly so they can raise any concerns and provide feedback. 
He said that John Campion agreed to attend an audience with the Town Council for a constructive session and that regular meetings with Inspector Greenaway would take place. 


Councillor Allen said accessibility to the police is an issue as the police station is not manned.  Councillor M. Smith said that the police are going to put an A board outside the police station when the station is manned.  


The Chair thanked Councillor Manton for his report.  
13.CG
CANAL TOWPATH IMPROVEMENTS


Information was circulated prior to the meeting.


Councillor Manton said that he, the Clerk and Councillor M. Smith met with representatives from the Canal and Rivers Trust (CRT) in relation to the Canal Towpath Improvements.


He said there has been very limited consultation with local businesses or the Town Council regarding the work.  He said that as a result of the meeting the timescale for the work has been reduced from 10 weeks to 7 weeks, and work will be completed in stages.  

Councillor Manton said that signage is being updated; new wooden orientation and trust signage will be installed.  There is also an opportunity for two new notice boards/poster units to be installed at key points along the towpath to provide visitor information.  The Canal and River Trust has provided costings for new boards/poster units; Councillor Manton asked if Council would be prepared to obtain quotes for two notice boards/posters.

He said discussions have also taken place regarding the state of the Towpath between Tyrley and Market Drayton. Although this does not form part of this work  CRT are happy to meet with the Town Council and to walk through the area to begin looking at a potential project. 

The Chair thanked Councillor Manton for his report.
14.CG
UPDATES
The following information was NOTED:
·       School Streets Scheme – an update was previously given at the Services and Committee Meeting. 

·       NHS Day was well attended and appreciated by NHS Staff, Social Care and Frontline workers.  £1,000 was allocated for the event; the total cost was £512.

·       Covid19 Monument – Planning permission has been granted and the monument ordered

The meeting concluded at 8.45pm
Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………


