PAGE  

 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance Committee held on 
24 January 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett, M. Erwin, S. Glover, J Gough, R. Smith, M Whittle (Chair)
Also present: Jackie Jeffrey, Chief Executive of CAB and 1 member of the public

Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

1. CG
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors: Mrs. J. Beckett, D. Edmunds and I. Nellings
2. CG
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests were declared
3. CG
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4. CG 
MINUTES
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Glover seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and adopt the minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance committee held on 8 November 2018.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded, and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree and adopt the minutes of an extraordinary meeting of the Community and Governance committee held on 20 December 2018.

5. CG      CAB (Citizen Advice Bureau)
Information relating to this agenda item was circulated in advance of the meeting.
Jackie Jeffrey, Chief Executive of CAB, explained that the GP Outreach Service was funded for 17 years, until 2017, by Shropshire Clinical Commissioning Group.   Last year funding was provided by Drayton Action for Health; unfortunately, they cannot commit to long term funding.   The £4,000 that had been secured towards the 2019/20 provision is no longer available.
The one day per week outreach service costs just over £9,000; the cost for the member of staff is £6,000, grants and donations have previously been received to cover additional costs.
The service helps people with housing, debt, employment, benefits, education, utilities, tax and legal issues.  The people accessing the service are sick and vulnerable and do not know where to get help and advice from.  Since April 2018 143 clients have been helped through CAB in Market Drayton and an income gain for these clients of £268,987 has been recorded. 
It was agreed that Jackie Jeffrey be invited back to update the Council on the CAB.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a one-off payment of £6,000 to the Citizens Advice Bureau.  Payment to be made after 1st April 2019 from the 2019/20 budget.
6. CG   MARKET DRAYTON SPORTS ASSOCIATION (GREENFIELDS)
Information relating to this agenda item was circulated in advance of the meeting.
Councillor Aldcroft explained that due to increased capital investment this year the Market Drayton Sports Association have requested an advance against next year’s funding; the association understand that the payment will be an advance and that no additional money is available.

Councillor Erwin asked if approving an advance was within the Council’s powers.  The Clerk responded that as the Council has the general power of competence the advance could be made.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Glover seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To pay an advance of £8,500 to Market Drayton Sports Association.  
The payment will be made from General Reserves which will be paid back from the Market Drayton Sports Association budget to General Reserves in 2019/20.

7. CG
TREE ON WATERSIDE DRIVE
The Chair explained that there is a large overgrown and dangerous tree on the piece of community land on Waterside Drive that urgently needs coppicing.  The area is maintained by residents because it was not adopted by the then District Council when the developer went bankrupt.
Councillor Alcroft said that as there is a preservation order on the tree Shropshire Council would need to agree any works carried out.  The cost of coppicing the tree is not known, Councillor Alcroft agreed to get three quotes for the work.

Residents are being asked to contribute towards the cost of coppicing the tree; generally, they are in agreement, but some houses are rented out and the owners have not been contacted yet.  The Chair asked if the Council would consider match funding the work; Councillor Alcroft responded that as all the information was not yet available a decision could not me made.
Councillor Alcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To defer the agenda item relating to the Tree on Waterside Drive until all the information is available.

8.CG
REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES
Councillor Aldcroft reported that he has spoken to the Leader of Shropshire Council about the Shropshire Council Annual report as it concentrated on Shrewsbury.   
It is urgent that the Police and Crime Commissioner attends a meeting as drug dealing is openly going on in the town.

Councillor Aldcroft also referred to previously discussion about encouraging shop keepers to set up a chamber of trade; item to be included on next agenda.

Councillor Alcroft said there has been an increase in people using the foodbank.  On Christmas Eve the Methodist church distributed food donated by Aldi to 43 families in the area:  Council thanked Mrs Aldcroft for organizing the distribution of the food. 
Councillor Glover reported that Market Drayton Community Partnership merged with the Community Enterprise on 1st January.  He attended their first meeting and is happy to attend future meetings until a representative is elected at the next full council meeting.
9.CG
INFORMATION
The Minutes from the Road Safety Group were noted.  


It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to the Chair of the committee 
The meeting concluded at 8.23pm

Chairman
 ………………………………             Date  

 …………………

