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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance Committee held on 
30 January 2020 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, A. Cartwright, M. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough, 
I. Nellins and M. Whittle (Chair).
Also, present: Five members of the public
Clerk:
Assistant Clerk and Projects Officer
1. CG     APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors: Mrs. J. Beckett due to an appointment out of town, T. Beckett due to an appointment out of town, D. Minnery due to a conflict of interest on agenda item 6CG, R. Smith due to illness and M. Smith due to illness
2. CG     DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests declared.
3. CG     PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4.CG
MINUTES
Councilor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Erwin seconded, and it was RESOLVED with two abstentions:
To agree and confirm the minutes of the Community and Governance Committee meeting held on 14 November 2019 

5.CG
WE DONT BUY CRIME/SMARTWATER INITIATIVE

The Chair welcomed Estelle Stock from West Mercia Police to the meeting.

Ms Stock explained that Smartwater can be used to tackle theft and as a preventative measure.  Smartwater is a water-based solution with a unique forensic code.  It is invisible to the naked eye but can been seen under UV light; only a small amount needs to be applied to items for them to be marked properly.  Each bottle of Smartwater is unique and registered to the address it has been issued, which enables the police to identify the owner of stolen property if it has been marked.
Smartwater also helps provide evidence of ownership which can be used to assist prosecutions in a court of law; Local Policing teams can also check if items being sold at secondhand stores are stolen.
Households using Smartwater are asked to display Smartwater stickers in their windows and on large equipment to raise awareness of the scheme in the area.

To purchase Smartwater direct the cost is £25; using a police discount code the cost is £20.  If the Council secures an 80% commitment from households to use Smart Water the cost is £8.90 per kit.  To reduce the cost even more an application can be submitted to John Campion, Police and Crime Commissioner, for a 25% contribution, which reduces the price to £6.68.
When 70% of households have registered with Smartwater street signage is displayed showing that the Town is a ‘We don’t buy crime area’.  The purpose of which it to let potential offenders know that they are likely to get caught if stealing from residential properties in the area.

Councillor Aldcroft asked if Smartwater is an alternative to tracking down criminals; there is already a reduction in police foot and car patrols in the area.  The Town Council pay for CCTV cameras for the police to use, residents pay for the police through their council tax, now you are asking for money for Smartwater; more money going to the Police to solve crime. He said the Town Council are already in discussion with the Police and Crime Commissioner regarding funding for CCTV Cameras, if the process for this funding is as complicated, we would be put off from applying.  Councillor Aldcroft also asked who would be selling the Smart Water Packs.

Ms Stock responded that many towns are seeing the advantage of a reduction in crime.  She explained, if the scheme is agreed by Market Drayton Town Council, the Smartwater packs are given free of charge to households.
Councillor Whittle suggested that a link be put on the Town Council website signposting residents interested in Smart Water to West Mercia Police to purchase direct using the discount code.
Councillor Glover asked for examples of success rates and how the project would be rolled out.

Ms Stock responded that in West Mercia there has been a reduction of 5% in burglary/theft.  She explained that once an order is placed a We don’t buy crime co-ordinator would run events to raise awareness of the project and would attend any local events.  They would also do some door knocking to encourage people to register.  

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To put Smart Water as an Agenda Item on the next Finance and General Services Meeting to discuss:

i)     The cost of the project and available budget  
ii) Staffing implications.


The Chair thanked Ms Stock for attending the meeting.

Ms Stock left the meeting.
6.CG
RELOCATION OF GREENFIELDS SPORTS ASSOCIATION

The Chair welcomed the Chairman and a Board member from Market Drayton Sports Association to the meeting.  

Councillor Gough declared and interest in this Agenda Item.

The Chairman of Market Drayton Sports Association gave a presentation on the relocation of Greenfields.  He said a Financial Plan for the relocation of the sports association has been produced at the request of Shropshire Council.   The report demonstrates that the relocation of Market Drayton Sports Association from its current site at Greenfields to a new bespoke site has sustainability and longevity and is the only viable option; it is not an option to continue putting money into the current facility.


He said there has been an extensive consultation process with sports clubs including Maurice Chandler Sports Centre.  He outlined the current site issues which included the extremely tired infrastructure, limited ability to generate additional revenue, security and lack of parking.  The current site is 20 acres; another 10 acres is required to include all the proposed facilities.


Financial projections were shown for a five year period for facilities with a sports centre and without a sports centre; with a sports centre was the preferred option.  The Capital costs for the project, using costings from Sports England, were also provided.


In conclusion he said that this is an opportunity for the sports clubs to come together and have a complex that the Town can be proud of, with one central location for all sports to maximise revenue streams and reduce duplication of infrastructure costs.  The appointment of a professional sports consultant is a priority to optimize the potential of the project. The capital receipts from the sale of Greenfields must be maximised and leverage used to ensure Market Drayton Secures the sports facilities that it needs.  

The Association would like to work closely with the Town Council on the project.  Shropshire Council has a capital budget that that they will hopefully use to secure a site; there will be a bridging period of at least 12 months.


Councillor Aldcroft said that over the last 3 years a terrific amount of work has been done towards the project; the presentation does not reflect the amount of time and effort put in by Market Drayton Sports Association and Shropshire Council.  It is not just the current users of Greenfields that are involved, clubs on the periphery of the town will also get involved.

The Chair said that clarity is needed regarding the location of the new site.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED: 


To invite representatives from Market Drayton Sports Association to a meeting in 3 months time to provide an update.


The Chair thanks the representatives from Market Drayton Sports Association for attending the meeting.

2 members of the public left the meeting
7.CG
HISTORIC TRAIL
The Chair explained that the Historic Trail consists of picture boards around the town and an accompanying booklet.  There are only a few booklets left, which are at the Museum.   He said that the original project cost in the region of £8,000; using the original artwork new booklets could be produced.
The Chair said that no money is being spend on tourism in the town and asked if the trail should be redone.

Councillor Erwin proposed and Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To set up a working group to produce costings to reinstate the Historic trail and report back to Committee.


Working group:  Councillors Cartwright, Erwin and Whittle.
8.CG      VE DAY 75th ANNIVERSARY
Information was circulated previously.
The Chair explained that the May Bank Holiday has been moved from the first Monday in May to Friday 8th May to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of WW2.  He said a lot of towns are organizing celebrations on the Saturday or Sunday and suggested that Market Drayton organise events on Friday 8th May.  He suggested events be in the Town Centre with vehicles of interest, games and food.  He suggested bunting and white tape be provided to all shops so they could be decorated. 
Councillor Aldcroft said it sounded very exciting; he asked if the British Legion had been approached to be involved and who would be co-ordinating the event.

Councillor Nellins said VE Day is being promoted by the same Pageant Master as the Beacon of lights.  He suggested the events set out by the Pageant Master be adopted in Market Drayton.  Councillor Nellins asked if there was a budget for the event.
The Chair said the events could be paid for out of next year’s budget.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To set up a working group, including the British Legion, to produce a programme of events to Celebrate VE Day, with the main events taking place on the Friday 8th May.  The working group to report back to the next meeting.
Working Group: Councilors Aldcroft, Cartwright, Nellins, Whittle

9.CG       RURAL NETWORK TOWNS GROUP


Information was circulated previously.

Councillors considered membership of the Rural Network Towns Group.
Councillor Aldcroft said information is currently available from SALC, Government Bulletins and from the Rural Network via Shropshire Council.


It was agreed to NOTE the information.
10.CG    COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH

Information was circulated previously.
Councillor Glover asked who had produced the update as there was no name or date on the update circulated.
The Projects Officer explained that the report was produced using an update from the Safer Roads Partnership; it provided an update on the speed monitoring that has taken place on roads put forward for inclusion in the scheme.
Councillor Aldcroft said he was not happy with progress in setting up a scheme.  Schemes have been set up in neighouring villages where Community Speed Watch takes place on a busy A road.  It is approximately 18 months since volunteers came together to get a scheme set up, if it is not progressed soon the volunteers will lose interest.  

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To write to the Chief Constable asking why the process of setting up a Community Speed Watch in Market Drayton is taking so long.

Councillor Glover suggested that Dalelands Estate Road and Farcroft Drive be included in the scheme:  Councillors agreed.
11.CG   
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL UPDATE

     
No reports were received.
12.CG
REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Glover reported that the Community Enterprise met on the 6 January.
The Corbet Arms project has failed as the owner has pulled out; the group are currently exploring other options for a Hub and joint working opportunities; a quiz is being advertised in the Messenger; the mission statement is under review.
The next meeting is on the 3rd February; all interested parties are welcome to attend.

The meeting concluded at 8.45pm
Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………


