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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance Committee held on 
5 September 2019 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Festival Drayton Centre, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett, A Cartwright,

S. Glover, I. Nellins, M. Smith, R. Smith and M. Whittle (Chair).
Also present: John Campion, Police and Crime Commissioner, Sergeant Scott Barnes, PCSO Jake Garratt and 28 members of the public 

Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer
Councillor Whittle welcomed everyone and explained how the meeting would run.
1. CG     APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs J F Beckett and


 
M Erwin 
2. CG     DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests declared.
3. CG     PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4. CG     MINUTES
Councillor R Smith proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance committee held on 27 June 2019.

5.CG      SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor R Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To suspend Standing Orders to give residents the opportunity to speak freely.

6.CG
POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER
Councillor Whittle introduced John Campion, The Police and Crime Commissioner for West Mercia.


Mr Campion explained that the West Mercia area covers Hereford, Worcestershire, Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin.  The Crime Commissioner is elected by the public.

The role of Crime Commissioner is different to that of Chief Constable.  As Crime Commissioner he does not interfere in operational matters, he is responsible for:


Setting the police budget


Owning police property and assets


Holding the Chief Constable to account 


Appointing the Chief Constable.


Mr Campion provided an update on policing in West Mercia.


20,000 new police officers; 6,000 over the next 6 months; 40-80 additional officers for Shropshire.


There are already an additional 215 officers funded by an increase in Council Tax and Government Funding.


The difference locally is an additional officer per shift within the Safer Neighbourhoods Team.

Crime Statistics show a reduction in crime, however Antisocial behavior remains a concern.


Mr Campion said that he is a supporter of two initiatives in particular.  Smartwater which includes the We Don’t Buy Crime project and CCTV.  


Mr Campion explained that he had been forwarded several questions in advance of the meeting.  He summarized his responses in the following categories


ASB on Carparks.  


Action needs to be taken to stop antisocial behavior and catch cars that have been modified illegally; enforcement is part of this.  Designing out the issues by installing barriers or gates are simple steps that can be taken.  There is a community fund available to contribute towards funding such projects


Performance Statistics


A question was asked how West Mercia compares to other forces in relation to reductions in crime.  It was explained that the reduction is irrelevant its how residents feel that is important.  Residents should feel safe and the Local Policing team should understand local concerns.


Market Drayton Police Station.


Mr Campion explained that there are no plans to close the police station.  Staff may relocate to another building or other services may move into the building to share running costs.

Policing Priorities


Mr Campion said that the priorities continue to be Safer People, Safer Homes and Safer Roads and that local community priorities are also important.


Parking


It was explained that parking has been decriminalized.   Issues are now dealt with by Shropshire Council Enforcement Team with the support of the Local Policing Teams.

Prioritisation.


The police have to priorities incidents.  If there is a threat to life or property always ring 999 if non-emergency ring 101.  The contact details of the Local Policing Team are available online for non-emergency issues.


The police are not very good at providing feedback on reported incidents.  Work is currently been done to improve customer service feedback.

Open Questions

Q
If parking offences have been decriminalized, who is responsible for enforcement as Shropshire Council say they are not?  A car is constantly parked at the end of a T junction making it hard for cars to pull out safely, can the car be ticketed as it is dangerous.

A
The police will prosecute driving offences.  For issues where cars are contravening parking regulations it is an enforcement issue and they can be ticketed.  If the parking causes a dangerous situation the local policing team can get involved.


Q
There is a group of volunteers ready and waiting to set up a Community Speed Watch.  They are encountering a long delay and various excuses as to why the process is taking so long.  Surrounding rural villages in Staffordshire have schemes up and running; why does it take so long in Shropshire?

A
 For Community Speed Watch run by volunteers the sites must be risk assessed and speed monitoring carried out.  Community Speed Watch schemes monitor the speed of traffic on certain roads and record number plate details of speeding traffic.  A warning letter is then sent to motorists informing them that they were speeding.  Community Speed Watch schemes can only operate in areas where speeding is not too bad and the speed limit is 30 or 40 miles per hour; if speeding is high enforcement will take place. 

Mr Campion said he would investigate the delay.

Q
Part of your role is to make sure that is an efficient police force in the area and provide sufficient support staff service.  How are you taking steps to get better support?
A
I am ensuring that all the ‘machinery’ is running efficiently.  In 2012 37% of the budget was spent on Police and overtime, this now stands at 54%.  West Mercia has had the lowest Council Tax increase towards the police; money has been spent very efficiently.


Support Service for victims of crime is important; they do not always get the best service.  Victims of crime should have support to meet their individual needs.  There is a victim support helpline that coordinators all victim support.
Q
You mentioned efficiency and value for money.  An incident occurred over 5 months ago whereby I tried to stop 5 individuals vandalising a telephone box.  An incident report has still not been taken; do you think I have received good service?

A
We want everyone to feel that they have had a good service and been supported.  We receive over 10,000 calls every day, not everyone gets the correct service.  The resident was asked to provide the incident number to the Sergeant and to speak to the Mr Campion at the end of the meeting.
Q
CCTV, if there are not the resources to check CCTV there is no point having the cameras.

A
The resources are always available; again, it’s about prioritization.  If a viable line of investigation CCTV should always be looked at.

Q
Cyber crime is on the increase.  Do you have any personnel in West Mercia specifically dealing with it?
A.
We have not caught up with the rise in cyber-crime.  There are regional and national cyber-crime units along with local officers.  Not enough is currently being done to tackle cyber-crime.  


Cyber Crime incidents should be reported like any other crime

Q
The incident of the gentleman being assaulted and no police action being taken is not an isolated case.  Another incident took place to which the police did not visit; it took 5 days for a visit after several calls.

A
Reports of immediate threat will always take priority.  There is an expectation that everyone has a service they are happy with within 48 hours.

Q
We have a very nice police station, is it ever going to be open for face to face service.

A
The current priority is officers on the street.  If officers are in the station there should be sign outside stating the reception is open.  Officers can also be based in local community venues.
Q
Recreational drugs are readily available; there is drug dealing happening openly in the town with no deterrent.

A
Drugs cause huge harm and enforcement should take place.  The Local Policing Team take a practical approach to drugs.  County Lines in Shropshire exploiting young people.  There is always someone to take the place of the low level dealers, it is the larger dealers that need to be dealt with.  People with addictions need support, lack of funding available.

Q
What about rural crime, there is equipment being stolen, cattle injured and stolen.


Mr Campion replied that he has been out with the Rural Police Squad recently.  The rural community do not always report all the incidents; all incidents need to be reports to allow a complete picture of rural crime.


A Smartwater kit for farms and rural businesses is being developed.


The meeting went back into Committee.
7.CG      POLICE ISSUES
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor T Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To write to Shropshire Council requesting their cooperation in fixing CCTV Camera’s on Towers Lawn Carpark by the end of November.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To write to the Safer Roads Partnership expressing concern about the delay in setting up the Community Speed Watch.  To follow up with issue with John Campion.

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor R Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
        To put a post on the Drayton Crier asking residents to forward detail

         to the Council of locations in the town where cars are parking 
         in contravention to the highway code.  
The meeting concluded at 8.39
Chairman
 ………………………………             Date  
 …………………

