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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Community and Governance Committee held on 
9 July 2020 at 7.20 pm 
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, Mrs. J Beckett, T Beckett, A. Cartwright, 
S. Glover, D. Minnery, M. Smith, R. Smith and M. Whittle (Chair).
Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

The Chair announced that the meeting was being recorded.

1. CG     APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Nellins due to a work commitment and J Gough due to computer problems.
2. CG     DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests declared.
3. CG     PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
4.CG
MINUTES
Councilor Glover proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded, and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:
To agree and confirm the minutes of the Community and Governance Committee meeting held on 12 March 2020. 
5.CG
FUNDING REQUESTS

Details of the funding requests were circulated prior to the meeting.


Councillors considered the following funding requests:

i)  Citizens Advice Shropshire

The Chair explained that the request is for £3,000 to continue the service in the town; funding has been given in previous years.
Councillor Glover said that due to the Covid19 pandemic there is likely to be an increase in residents needing support; people losing their jobs may need help completing forms.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To fund Citizens Advice Shropshire £3,000 towards the service provision in Market Drayton from the Community and Governance budget.

ii) Longlands Primary School

The Chair said it was unclear what the funding was for;  the original request was towards summer holiday activities, however, recent correspondence refers to funding towards an apprenticeship placement.  He said if funding is required a new request should be submitted clearly setting out what the funding would be spent on.
Councillors agreed that it was not clear what the funding was for.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

Not to fund Longlands Primary School due to lack of clarity regarding the project.
6.CG
MEMORIAL
The Chair said the council should consider installing a memorial for the Covid19 pandemic.
Councillor Aldcroft said he would like the Town Council to erect a granite cleopatra type needle, on the paved area at the top of Stafford Street, as a Covid 19 memorial.  He suggested the monument be a 5ft or 6ft tall standing on a plinth with a suitably worded plaque to celebrate the enthusiasm and commitment of all key working during the pandemic.

Councillor Aldcroft said he thought the memorial would cost in the region of £2,000 to £3,000.    He proposed setting up a working group of himself, Councillor Whittle and the Clerk to look at costing and that the Clerk be given delegated authority to progress the project. 
Councillor R. Smith said he was supportive of a memorial but raised concerns regarding erecting a statue at a time when statues are contentious in many places and the proposed location due to anti-social behaviour in the area. 
Councillor Glover read out guidelines produced by the National Memorial Arboretum regarding the installation of memorials for key workers.  He said he supported the installation of a discrete memorial and suggested installing a stone attached to the Town Hall building.
The Chair said he did not like the idea of a stone at the Town Hall and that, in his opinion, a memorial such as a non-denominational cleopatra’s needle was more appropriate.
Councillor Aldcroft clarified that he was proposing the erection of a plinth to put a plaque on not a statue. As the monument would be to celebrate the key workers he did not see it would be controversial; it would not be a memorial for individuals.
Councillor Cartwright said he recognised the need to respect and pay tribute to the key workers but he thought the timing is wrong to consider this as the pandemic is still with us.

The Clerk said that it would take several months before anything could be installed.  She suggested that the working group produce some proposals to bring back to committee for approval.
David Minnery said that he agreed with Councillor Cartwright, but if this was a decision in principle, he was happy with the proposal.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To set up a working group consisting of the Town Clerk, Councillor Whittle and Councillor Aldcroft.
The working group to produce proposals to install a suitable Covid19 Memorial in Market Drayton within a budget of £2,000 - £3,000 and report back to committee.

7.CG
COVID19 SUPPORT

Document was circulated prior to the meeting.

Council NOTED the report detailing the ongoing support provided by the Town council during the Covid19 pandemic.  

8.CG
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL UPDATE

Councillor Minnery reported:
·     The revision to the Local Plan is going to Cabinet; copies of the proposals will be released next week.  

·     The temporary social distancing bollards that were put on Cheshire Street have been removed.

·     Car parking charges are being reinstated from Tuesday 14th July.  The Shrewsbury Park and Ride service will remain free.
Councillor Aldcroft said he had no additional updates.
9.CG
REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

No reports were given.
10.CG
YOUTH CONSULTATION
The chair explained that members had requested information as to when the item relating to youth activities was discussed.

Councillor Minnery said that things had moved on since youth activities was originally discussed.  There was some confusion regarding the future of youth provision in the town as there was a belief at Shropshire Council that the Town Council would fund the provision when funding was withdrawn.  Shropshire Council are now continuing with their funding for a further 12 months until April 2021.  
Councillor Minnery said the Town Council, as part of their pre-budget discussions, may wish to consider if they wish to fund youth provision after this time.

The Chair asked for Youth funding to be added to a future meeting agenda.
The meeting concluded at 7.50pm
Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

