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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 25 June 2020 at 7.00pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market  Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A. Cartwright, S. Glover (Chairman), J. Gough, D. Minnery, I. Nellins, R. Smith, M. Smith, and M. Whittle.
There were no attendees from the public.
Present: 
Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
The Chairman announced the meeting was being recorded and live streamed.

1.FG

APOLOGIES
There have been no apologies received.
2.FG

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS



There were no disclosable pecuniary interests declared.
3.FG

PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public had requested to speak.
4.FG

MINUTES
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To confirm and agree the minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 27 February 2020.    
5.FG

ALTERATIONS TO CHAMBER
The Chairman said alterations to the Chamber were agreed on 27 February 2020; due to the Coronavirus outbreak alterations have been put on hold.  His personal opinions were with the Government guidelines changing with regards to social distancing he suggested to go ahead and continue with the planned alterations; doing this will be a big asset to the Council and enable many groups to gather.  He strongly thought  the importance of social interactions would benefit these people within the groups who sometimes do not have the opportunity to see many people so would be good for their mental wellbeing.
The Chairman asked for members opinions.
Councillor Whittle said whilst the Council are conducting virtual meetings it is an ideal opportunity to continue with the alterations as the builders would have no interruptions; the building would then be used more by the public so was in favour for the works to be carried out. 
Councillor Aldcroft said he is aware of the social distancing statement made by the medical representatives of a possible second peak of the Coronavirus and feels the social distancing will be a problem up to next year.  He agrees the alterations are good but is conscious it would be seen as unjust spending a lot of money on internal works to the Chamber when it is not being used at the moment.  He feels Council should keep some money back for when Covid 19 is all over to help support all local communities. 
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councilor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 10 votes for and 1 vote against.
To agree to put the Chamber alterations on hold for six months; revisit and reassess it in six month’s time when Council are in a better position to decide what is needed. 
6.FG

NEW POLICIES
i) CCTV Policy

Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.

The Chairman asked for comments from members. 
Councillor Cartwright said he sees there are references to various legislation within the policy and suggested having something added to the policy so that if there are any changes to legislations these will be kept up to date.
The Clerk said the policy has been wrote in line with the surveillance camera commissioners code of practice; she understood Councillor Cartwrights comments and suggested adding a rider on to the bottom of the policy to cover this.

Councillor Glover said there are a few spelling mistakes within the policy that also need to be amended.

Councillor M. Smith asked if Town Council were complying with the Police and Crime Commissioner requirements regarding storing the number plate recognition information.

The Clerk said the policy has been taken from the Information Commissions Office, she believes the stored number plate record comes under the same legislation but will double check and if different this will be added to the policy.
Members NOTED the Clerks comment.
Councillor Cartwright proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and adopt the new CCTV Policy once the spelling mistakes have been altered and a rider of up to date legislations have been added. 
ii) Defibrillator Operation and Maintenance Policy  
Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.

The Chairman asked for comments from members.

Councillor Whittle declared an interest in this item due to working for the ambulance service and will abstain from the vote.
Councillor Whittle asked when the defibrillators have been used have the units been taken to the hospital with the medics? if so, have we got a policy in place for them to be returned?

Councillor Aldcroft said the units and casings are all labeled up, we have previously had a unit used which has been taken to the hospital and has been returned to the Council.

Councillor Whittle suggested keeping the residents of the town updated on the website of the locations of the defibrillators within the town and report it has been used to save someone’s life. 
The Clerk said locations of the defibrillators can be added to the website. 
Members agreed publisising and informing people that the defibrillators have been used to save lives is a very good idea. 
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Gough seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree and adopt the Defibrillator Operation and Maintenance Policy  

7.FG

BYLAWS IN CONNECTION WITH BUILDINGS IN DISREPAIR
The Chairman reported there is legislations already enforced to enable local authorities to take action, these being under the Landlord and Tenants act 1985 and Housing Act 2004.  Under The Landlord and Tenants act the Landlords are responsible for the repairs to include roof, walls chimney, guttering, drains etc. once the tenants have reported the defects; Under Empty Homes Section 2.7 Empty dwellings management orders special powers of local authorities to bring empty properties back into use.
The Chairman said with this information in mind; the resident who came to the public session regarding the state of repair of some building within our town should be wrote to explaining there is legislation in place and no need to pursue the bylaws.

Councillor Whittle said there are two County Councillors on Town Council; he asked if he was correct by saying it was their responsibility to chase after landlords that continue to leave their property in a state of repair?
Councilor Minnery said the legislation read out is correct and Shropshire Council are responsible; they take this very seriously and he knows action has been taken on land and property owners who have not kept them in proper order.  Unfortunately, the pressures on this service over the last few years out way their ability to cope.  He said it may be helpful if the Town Council write to Shropshire Council to ask for diligence in approaching landlords at an earlier stage rather than when the building is in a clearly bad situation.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
The Town Council do not introduce a By-Law in connection with buildings being in disrepair.

To write to Shropshire Council to encourage them to use their enforcement powers on make the land and property in a good state of repair.
8.FG

FINANCIAL REPORT

The Chairman asked members if they had any questions regarding the report.
No questions were asked.

Councilor Glover proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the income and expenditure report from 1 February 2020 – 15 June 2020. 
9.FG

INFORMATION
i) Town Council Facebook page
The Clerk said the Facebook is live and has been sent to the Working Group to have a look at; she is open to any suggestions they may have to improve the page.

Councillor Whittle wanted to thank all the administration staff for their continued hard work to get this page up and running.

Members NOTED the Facebook page. 
ii) Permanent screens erected in the reception area.
The Chairman reported that permanent screens have now been erected in reception to protect both staff and the public due to the Coronavirus and the reception is now open.
Councillor R. Smith said he has seen the screens in reception and the local joiner has made an excellent job of the screens.   

Members NOTED the new screen within reception.


The meeting concluded at 7.50 pm.


Chairman
………………………………….
Date            
 …………………………………
