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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 6 August 2020 at 8pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A. Cartwright, M. Erwin, S. Glover (Chairman), J. Gough, D. Minnery, I. Nellins, R. Smith, M. Smith, and M. Whittle.
There were no attendees from the public.
Present: 
Town Clerk and Projects Officer.
The Chairman announced the meeting was being recorded and live streamed.

1.FG

APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor David Minnery due to work commitments.
2.FG

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS



There were no disclosable pecuniary interests declared.
3.FG

PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public had requested to speak.
4.FG

MINUTES
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To confirm and agree the minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 25 June 2020.    
5.FG

SMALL GRANTS


Documents were circulated prior to the meeting

The Chair read out the criteria for the small grants fund and informed Councillors that there is £4,000 in budget.
Councillors considered applications received from the following organisations:

i)
Hope House

ii)
Shropshire Mind

iii)
Market Drayton Good Neighbourhood Team

iv)
The Parish Rooms

v)   
2nd Market Drayton Scout Group

vi)
Market Drayton Day Centre

The Chair said that Hope House are a national charity providing services in Shropshire and North Wales.  
Cllr R Smith said that local families use the services of Hope House; although they are not based in Market Drayton he felt they should be awarded £300.  

Councilor Erwin agreed and suggested the applications be considered on block.
Councillor Nellins said that he thought the application from Market Drayton Good Neighbourhood Team was contentious as they are asking for funding towards room hire when they have been offered the use of the Council Chamber for free.  He said there will be more requests for funding in the future; we can’t always give £300 but we can make a room available.
Councillor Cartwright said that the Parish Rooms will not be the home of the Foodbank after the end of August.  Councillor Aldcroft said that the Foodbank will be moving their stores of food to a different location to allow the Parish Rooms to be hired out; issuing of food parcels may  continue to be done from there.


Councillor Glover declared a sensitive interest in application number iv. 

After a short discussion it was agreed to award funding to all applications with the exception of the application from Market Drayton Good Neighbourhood Team, who would not be awarded funding on this occasion.
Councilor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Erwin seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To award £300 to the following organisations from the small grants budget:

i)
Hope House

ii)
Shropshire Mind

iv)
The Parish Rooms

v)   
2nd Market Drayton Scout Group

vi)
Market Drayton Day Centre
6.FG

FINANCIAL REPORT


Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.
The Chairman asked members if they had any questions regarding the report.

No questions were asked.

Councillor  Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the income and expenditure report from 16 June – 29 July 2020. 
7.FG

INFORMATION


It was NOTED that the S106 money from the Towers Lawn development has been received for the amount of £51,918.  


The meeting concluded at 8.15 pm.


Chairman
………………………………….
Date            
 …………………………………

