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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 
11 October 2018 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett (Chairman), J. Cadwallader,
 D. Edmunds, M. Erwin, S. Glover, I. Nellins, R. Smith 

Also present: 2 members of the public

Present: 
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

1.FG

PUBLIC SESSION
Standing orders were suspended to give a resident the opportunity to speak freely.
A member of the public asked if the Town Council has received a Highways Maintenance Grant from Shropshire Council.  The Clerk responded that the criteria for the grant has changed, in previous years the Council received £3,000, last year the payment was reduced to £2,260.  This year only town and parish councils with a population of less than 10,000 could apply.
The member of the public thanked the Council for cutting the hedge on Manor Gardens along the boundary of the Town Park.

The meeting went back into committee.
2.FG

APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors: 

Mrs. J. Beckett, J. Gough and M. Whittle
3.FG

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No pecuniary interests were declared. 
4.FG

MINUTES
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To confirm and agree the minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 26 July 2018.
5.FG

REVIEW OF POLICIES
Councillor Aldcroft suggested forming a working group to review the policies in detail.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:
To form a working group to review the Council’s Complaints procedure, Disciplinary procedure and Grievance Procedure.
Councillor Smith, Councillor Aldcroft, Councillor Nellins and Councillor Glover volunteered to be on the committee.  The Clerk agreed to arrange a meeting.

6.FG

GRANTS
i) Town Band
Councillor Glover declared a sensitive interest with this item.
Councillor Cadwallader asked if there is any policy or rules about Councillors voting on issues relating to groups they have an interest in or are on the committee of.

After a short discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would contact NALC for a definitive answer on declaring member interests.
Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Edmunds seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to the Town Band.
ii) Age UK
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to Age UK

iii) Over 60’s Club

Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Edmunds seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to the Over 60’s Club
7.FG

REPORTS


Members NOTED the following written reports from:


MDSA – Market Drayton Sports Association



MENCAP

Councillors discussed the amount of funding that MDSA receive annually from the Town Council; Councillors would like them to be less reliant on the funding in the future and consider ways to generate more income.
8.FG

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To NOTE the income and expenditure report: 1 August – 30th September 2018.

Councillor Glover said that as the Town Council is receiving less monies to maintain assets, the Town Council needs to possibly cut back to support front line services and look at using reserves.
Councillor Cadwallader said that the Town Council has never run at a deficit.  There will be an increase in Council Tax due to more residents; the Council should not get into a mindset not to spend.
9.FG

REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES
Members NOTED the report on the Helicopter Noise Liaison Group.
Councillor Beckett said he had attended a meeting of the Road Safety Group; they are talking about disbanding.
10.FG

INFORMATION 


Members NOTED the information on Election costs.


Councillors requested a breakdown of the election costs.


The meeting concluded 8.10 pm.


Chairman
………………………………….
Date            
 ………………………….

