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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 
13 June 2019 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A. Cartwright, M. Erwin, S. Glover (Chairman), J. Gough, I. Nellins, M. Smith, R. Smith, M. Whittle.
Also present: 1 member of the public.
Present: 
Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
1.FG

PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
2.FG

APOLOGIES
No apologies have been received.
3.FG

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No pecuniary interests were declared. 
4.FG

MINUTES
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To confirm and agree the minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 28 March 2019.

The Chairman said under Item 8; the Clerk said she would include the Freedom Of Information at the next meeting; it is not attached to this meeting and asked if this could be included to the next meeting in July.
The Clerk said yes.

5.FG

ACCESS CONTROL TO SIDE ENTRANCE DOOR
The Chairman said members have costings in front of them to install a new access control door to the side entrance of the Town Hall and welcomed their thoughts.

Councillor Whittle said this item has been on several agendas over the past years, it has already been resolved for the work to be carried out to ensure the security of the building is adhered to.  He said other councils have this facility; it will clearly record and log who has entered the building which complies with Fire Regulations.  

He said the quotes are now outdated, the Clerk should get new quotes within fourteen working days to ensure it is brought back to the next meeting in July for members to make a final decision.

The Clerk said this was on the agenda at a time when there were issues with a Councillor, this Councillor is no longer a part of this Council, she questioned the need to spend taxpayers money in this way.
Councillor Gough said it is very unreasonable and harsh to demand quotes in fourteen working days; the information required is in front of members to read albeit old dates.
The Chairman requested a new quote to be obtained to bring back to committee in July, to include card access for staff, Councillors, outside staff and other members that use the Chamber on the side entrance door of the Town Hall.

Councillor Aldcroft said he accepted there was a previous need to install electronic access to the side door however this is not a priority now, the system we currently have in place is working, there has not been any burglaries to the Town Hall, all office doors are locked and he could not justify spending all the money to have an electronic system installed.
Councillor M. Smith proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED with 6 votes for and 5 votes against:
To proceed to get new costings for installing access control to the side entrance of the Town Hall and access cards for all members of staff and Councillors.
Quotes are to be brought back to the next Finance and General Purpose Committee meeting in July 2019 for discussion.
Councillor Nellins said there may have been justifications in the past on needing this system on the side door; this is not required now and seems to be irrelevant.

Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Erwin seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To leave the side entrance door to the Town Hall as it is.
Due to the original proposal standing, the second proposal failed and was not voted on. 

6.FG

GUIDANCE ON THE ROLES OF THE MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR

Members considered a report previously circulated.

The Chairman said it is very important to have some guidance for Mayors and Deputy Mayors but felt there should be more information included.
Councillor Aldcroft said the Mayor information such as who is in charge of Remembrance Sunday etc. should be added; a more comprehensive list of the events should be expected to attend.  It is publicity for the Town Council and he felt the more information within the guidance the better to help the new incoming Mayor and Deputy Mayor.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed; Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 vote against:


To set up a Working Group to include former Mayors to review the guidance contents on the roles of the Mayor and Deputy Mayors and bring their comments back for consideration to the next Finance and General Purpose Committee meeting in July. 

Councillor: R. Smith, M. Whittle, R. Aldcroft and T. Beckett to be on the Working Group.    

7.FG

GRANTS
Councillor Glover declared a sensitive interest in Market Drayton Food Bank and Drayton Relief in Need Charity application.
Councillor Aldcroft declared an interest in Market Drayton Food Bank application.

After a short discussion:

Councillor Erwin proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree a Small Grant of £300 to each of the following applicants:
i) Market Drayton Food Bank

ii) Drayton Relief in Need Charity

iii) Market Drayton Good Neighbours Scheme

iv) Ginger and Spice Festival

v) Market Drayton Community Enterprise
8.FG

INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2018-19
The Chairman said the RFO has kindly completed a report on the process and procedure of the internal audit.  There is a conclusion on each section of the audit; there has not been any issues raised.  

He asked if members had any comments they would like to make.

Councillor T. Beckett said the internal audit goes into a lot of detail which proves there has been a lot of hard work by the Clerk and Assistant Clerk, they are in perfectly good order and praised the Officers for their good work.

All Councillors praised the RFO for her continued hard work and for such a good report.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To approve the end of year Internal Audit Report 2018-19.

The Clerk wanted members to be aware that this report will also be on the Extraordinary Council agenda next week along with the Year End Annual Report; however, the report will not be sent out again.   
Members NOTED the comment from the Clerk.
9.FG

FINANCIAL REPORT
The Chairman asked if members had any comments they would like to make from the expenditure report.
There were no questions asked.

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Gough seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the income and expenditure report from: 22 March 2019 – 31 May 2019.



The meeting concluded 8.12 pm.


Chairman
………………………………….
Date            
 …………………………………
