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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 17 November 2016 at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, J. Cadwalladder, D. M. Erwin, S. Glover, D. Minnery, L. Ridgway (Chairman), I. R. Smith and M. Whittle.
Clerks:
Assistant Town Clerk.
16.235.FG
PUBLIC SESSION


No member of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
16.236.FG
APOLOGIES
Apologies have been received and accepted from Councillor: K. Brown and D. Erwin.
16.237.FG
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No pecuniary interests were declared.

16.238.FG
MINUTES

Councillor Whittle said he is very unhappy with item 16.211.FG.  He said the email circulated to Councillors was not the original email it had been tampered with and as a result feels all Councillors have been lied to.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Glover seconded:

To bring a motion of no confidence in the Chairman.

The vote was taken: 2 votes for, 4 votes against and 2 abstentions.

The motion was lost.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 6 October 2016.
16.239.FG

POLICY


i)
Councillor Glover said that holding 3 years of information on the Town Council website was insufficient.  He understood that all hard copy minutes are collated and archived but suggested it would be worthwhile using an external hard drive to store the information.


Councillor Hughes said he is aware that there is no legal right for all agendas and minutes to be kept on the website, he feels 3 year’s worth of information in adequate because older information will be stored as a hard copy.



Councillor Minnery said he thought it was best to keep all the information on the website, if it was kept to a rolling 3 years of information it would mean a member of staff would need to constantly review the website and this could be costly.



Councillor Whittle thought that due to the freedom of information act it would be best to keep the information on the website other than personnel information, finance documents and tender documents.



Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:



To hold all agendas and minutes on the website.  To use an external hard drive to complement this.
Councillor Hughes said it was important for agendas to have the supporting documents with them when stored on the website.
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To have the appropriate supporting documentation with the agendas when put on the website.


ii)
Councillor Hughes circulated agendas from Bridgnorth and Oswestry Town Council for members to see how they number the agendas.


Councillor Whittle said he liked the simplicity of the numbering system and thought Town Council should do the same.



Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:


For Town Council to use the simplification of numbering on the agendas in the future.

iii)
Councillor Hughes said he asked for this to go on the agenda because he has been approached by the local Job Centre.  He said they have enquired to see if the Council would consider accepting volunteers for outside work on a temporary basis for approximately 6 to 8 weeks.  He said there are people desperate to get back into work and thought this is something the Council could accommodate but wanted members thoughts.



Councillor Aldcroft said someone will have to come up with a plan of what the volunteers would have to do whilst with the Council.  He agreed it is a very good idea but was concerned the Clerks are already stretched and this is another thing they would have to monitor.  He thought it would be a good idea for the future when there are not so many projects going on and suggested all members of the Council should have a DBS check which would be beneficial when we have work experience on site and when we are holding events.



Councillor Hughes thought it may be beneficial if a member of the Job Centre would come to a meeting to discuss the volunteering work experience in more depth and this will give members a chance to ask questions.


Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To invite a representative from the Job Centre to come and speak to members about all the relevant information with work experience volunteers at the next available Committee meeting.


Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:



For all Councillors and staff to have a DBS check.

16.240.FG

FINANCIAL REPORT
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To NOTE the income and expenditure report for 1 September – 31 October 2016.



The meeting concluded at 7.50 pm.
Chairman    …………………………
Date            ………………………….

