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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 21 July 2016 at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, K. Brown, J. Cadwallader, D. M. Erwin, D. S.  Erwin, S Glover, D. Minnery, L. Ridgway (Chairman), I. R. Smith and M. Whittle.
PRESENT:  Councillor R. Hughes.

Also present: 1 member of the public.
Clerks:
Town Clerk & Assistant Town Clerk.
16.104.FG
PUBLIC SESSION


No member of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
16.105.FG
APOLOGIES
All members were present at the meeting.
16.106.FG
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No pecuniary interests were declared.

Councillor Minnery said he has not got a pecuniary interest but wanted to inform members he is the Chairman of the Market Drayton Sports Association. 
16.107.FG
MINUTES

Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 9 June 2016.
Councillor Aldcroft said he has noticed the minutes say the Honorary Townsman should have been on this agenda and proposed it goes on the next Committee agenda.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To put the Honorary Townsman as an item on the next Finance and General Purposes Committee agenda.

16.108.FG

FINANCIAL REPORT
Councillor Cadwallader said he has noticed the CCTV running costs budget has been over spend and asked if there is enough in budget to complete phase 2.

The Clerk explained that all invoices regarding CCTV has to be put against the CCTV running costs coding; at the end of the financial year the earmarked reserves for the CCTV costs will be put against the coding to level it out and the Council have enough money to complete all the new CCTV program. 

All members NOTED the income and expenditure report for 1 April – 30 June 2016.

16.109.FG

SMALL GRANTS
The Chairman said he thought it would be good practice to put the grants on the agenda as and when they come in; doing this will ensure they get seen and dealt with promptly, incurring no delays.



Members considered the following grant aid:

i) Transport Event
Councilor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
Under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972: To agree £300 in grant aid for the Transport Event.
16.110.FG

NON ELECTED MEMBERS
The Chairman said Councillor Taylor asked him to put this item on the agenda; due to her not being at the meeting he suggested the item should be deferred until the next committee meeting.
Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To defer the non elected members item until the next Finance and General Purpose Committee meeting.

16.111.FG

MENCAP


Councillor declared to members that he is a trustee of Mencap.
Councillor Minnery said members may be aware of the situation with Mencap after being in the local paper.  He said Mencap have put in a request for a large grant off the Town Council; the Council have a policy in place where they only have a small amount in budget this year for small grants, nothing for larger grants so the Council are unable at this time to issue them with a grant.

He said The Town Council does not currently have a policy in place for large grants only small grants and asked if members would like to discuss and revisit the policy to include large grants.

He said it would be best to re visit this item in the autumn so money could be put into budget next year; member’s views were invited.
Councillor Aldcroft thought the application should have been discussed at a Committee meeting, not for the administration staff to decide.  He also said it would be a good idea to form a policy for future large grants
The Clerk said the Council no longer have a policy in place to issue out large grants so she was following correct procedures by informing Mencap this and there is no money in budget.

The Chairman agreed that the Clerk carried out the procedure correctly.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:

To revisit this item at the next Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting in November for consideration.
Councillor Cadwallader thought if members would like to revisit the application a policy should be put in place to enable large grants to be discussed at Committee meetings and this will ensure the administration staff can deal with the application correctly.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To set up a small Working Group to discuss large grant applications which will be presented at the next Full Council Committee on 1 September 2016.  The Clerk will send out suitable dates to meet.
16.112.FG

MARKET DRAYTON SPORT ASSOCIATION


Members NOTED MDSA financial accounts for years 2013 and 2014.



The meeting concluded at 7.32 pm.
Chairman    …………………………
Date            ………………………….

