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FG.JUNE.15

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 25 June 2015 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, K. Brown, J. Cadwallader, D. S. Erwin, S. Glover, C. Purcell, L. Ridgway (Chair), R. Smith and L. Owen.
Also present Councillors; R. Hughes, M. Whittle, D. M. Erwin and V. Taylor.
Clerk:

Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk.
15.46.FG
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


The Town Clerk asked members for nominations:


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded:



Councillor Ridgway for Chairman.



There were no more nominations.



It was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:

That Councillor Ridgway was duly elected Chairman for the ensuing Civic Year 2015/16.

15.47.FG
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN



Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Cadwallader seconded:


Councillor Purcell for Vice Chairman.



There were no more nominations.



It was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

That Councillor Purcell was duly appointed as Vice Chairman for the ensuing Civic Year 2015/16.
15.48.FG
PUBLIC SESSION


No member of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
15.49.FG
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Minnery.
15.50.FG
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS



No interests were declared.

15.51.FG
MINUTES

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor D. Erwin seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 9 April 2015.


Councillor Hughes entered the Chamber.

15.52.FG
WORKING GROUP
The Chair said the working group have already met once but need to meet up again to finalise the role of representatives and contact names for outside bodies.
The Chair said the Clerk should suggest some dates and email them out the appropriate members to decide.

15.53.FG
FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT FOR THE TOWN HALL
Members looked at the Fire Risk Assessment that had previously been circulated.
Councillor Smith said he knows the person responsible for drawing up the Risk Assessment document; he said he was highly professional and was sure it would be of a high standard.
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree and adopt the Fire Risk Assessment for the Town Hall.
15.54.FG
NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS
The Chair said this item has been raised previously and thought Shropshire Council should be contacted again to review the number of Councillors from 17 to 12.
The Clerk said she was aware the previous Clerk had spoken to someone from Shropshire Council about two years ago regarding the request to review the number of Councillors.  She said SC were unable to action the request at the time because they were too busy preparing for the General Election.
Councillor Glover asked if we know how this will be carried out?
The Chairman said SC will undertake the review.
Councillor Taylor asked why 12 Councillors have been decided.
Councillor Hughes said it would be proportionate to the town.

Councillor Taylor said the resident of the town have already lost several Councillors some years ago due to reorganization by NSDC. She said the number should not be reduced again.

Councillor Aldcroft said he seemed to remember when the Town Council previously requested for a review to be carried out; the Town Council were told the number of Councillors to be in each ward.
Councillor Cadwallader suggested the Clerk find out the original documentation and circulate the papers for information.
The Chairman agreed with Councillor Cadwallader’s comment.

Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Cadwallader seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 vote against and 1 abstention:
To agree to write to the Head of Legal Services at Shropshire Council to ask them to review the number of Councillors on Market Drayton Town Council.

15.55.FG
MOBILE PHONES
The Chair said this item was raised by Councillor Whittle and thought that members should look at the policy in place.
Councillor Whittle said phone technology has changed so much, lots of Councils now allow tablets to be bought into meetings.
The Chairman said the Working Group that looked at the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations should draw up a policy with regards of using mobile phones. 

Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was 
For the Working Group to look at a policy to cover mobile phones at Council meetings.

Councillor Hughes disagreed with the Chair’s comment.  He said members just need to be reminded to turn their phones onto silent.

Councillor Aldcroft agreed with the comment made by Councillor Hughes.  He said it does not warrant a policy; you just need to remove the wording regarding the mobile phones off the agenda and leave it up to each of the Chairman to remind members to turn their phones onto silent at the start of each meeting. 

Councillor Ridgway and Councillor Glover agreed to withdraw their proposition.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree to remove the wording “Mobile phones are to be turned off during the meeting” from the front of each agenda and leave it up to each Chairman to remind members to turn their phones to silent at the beginning of the meeting.
15.56.FG
FINAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
That all members NOTED the final report from the Council’s internal auditor for the financial year 2014/15.

15.57.FG
RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
The Clerk said the Town Council should have a Risk Management Strategy in place.
The Clerk suggested as part of this strategy the Working Group could look at setting up a Risk Register and Whistleblowing policy to be recommended to Council.
Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To recommend to for Full Council the Risk Management Strategy and the WG to look at a Risk Register and Whistleblowing policy.
15.58.FG
FINANCIAL REPORT
Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Owen seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To NOTE the summary of income and expenditure report up to 18 June 2015.

The meeting concluded at 7.55 pm.

Chairman    …………………………………………….

Date            ………………………….

