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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 
25 July 2019 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, A. Cartwright, M. Erwin, S. Glover (Chairman), J. Gough, I. Nellins, M. Smith and M. Whittle.
Present: 
Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
1.FG

PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
2.FG

APOLOGIES
Apologies have been received and accepted from Councillors: Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett and R. Smith.
3.FG

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No pecuniary interests were declared. 
4.FG

MINUTES
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To confirm and agree the minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 13 June 2019.

5.FG

ACCESS CONTROL TO SIDE ENTRANCE DOOR
The Chairman said members have costings in front of them to install a new access control door to the side entrance of the Town Hall however, he wanted members to consider the current procedure of accessing the Town Hall.

Certain members have keys and all visitors should be signing in the visitor’s book.  Staffing hours have recently changed meaning some staff will be working longer days and on their own.  Staff safety should be considered he suggested having a heavy-duty bolt fitted to the side door and a bell.

Councillor Whittle said to comply with the fire procedure you should always know who is in the building and logged in the visitor’s book.
The Clerk said the Town Hall has just recently had a fire risk assessment and we are complying with all required regulations.

The Chairman said once the reception is closed at 1pm, all visitors will use the side door where they will use the bell to let staff know they are there then log into the visitor’s book in the side lobby area.
Councillor Aldcroft said he has suggested purchasing a water dispenser to the Clerk to go in the Chamber for evening meetings when you are unable to access the kitchen.

Councillor Nellins suggested getting prices for an intercom doorbell; this can be connected to the computers; visitors can be seen before the door is opened and would safeguard loan workers.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor M. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To get costings of an intercom with a camera connected to the computers and a heavy-duty bolt to the side door of the Town Hall. 

6.FG

PROTOCOL COUNCILLOR/CLERK RELATIONS
Members considered the protocol previously circulated.

The Clerk informed members that the policy is a model from SALC.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed; Councillor Nellins seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree the protocol Councillors/Clerks relations policy and for it to be reviewed again in a year’s time.
7.FG

RISK REGISTER
The Clerk said this must be agreed yearly; there are two added items which are in bold on the register for members to see and asked for members thoughts.
Councillor Cartwright said there is an item for over budgeting but feels there should be an item for under spending which could also be a risk.

The Clerk said all expenditure is coded within the budget and Councilllors receive a report of all expenditure; she understood his concerns but will have to get some advice on it and report back.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To agree the up dated Risk Register.
8.FG

GRANTS
The Chairman read out the Small Grants policy which was agreed at a Council meeting in January 2016; the only amendment is there is now £4,000 in budget not £3,000.
i) Market Drayton Over 60’s Social Club
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to Market Drayton Over 60’s Social Club.
ii) Market Drayton Festival of Transport
Councillor Nellins said the event says it raises money for Charity; it would have been nice to know which charity is benefiting from the event.

The Clerk said she will bear this in mind if there is a request from them next year.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to Market Drayton Festival of Transport.

iii) Age UK Day Centre

Councillor Aldcroft said this is a very good cause; he knows people would not get out of their homes if this centre was not on.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to Age UK Day Centre.

iv) The Parish Rooms

The Chairman declared a personal interest in this application because he is on the committee so will be abstaining from the vote.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree a small grant of £300 to The Parish Rooms.

v) Market Drayton Parish Paths Partnership

Councillor Aldcroft said he is aware this is a voluntary group set up and they require the small grant to purchase tools to clear the areas; he believes Town Council should give a grant of £300 to them.
Councillor Erwin asked if they would consider clearing the paths within the town.

The Chairman said he will ask.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to Market Drayton Parish Paths Partnership.

vi) Market Drayton Food Bank
The Chairman declared a sensitive interest in this application.
Councillor Aldcroft said the organisation do very good work but agrees with the Clerk’s comments that this should be deferred to the end of the financial year to enable other organisation the chance to apply for a grant; if there is enough money at the end of the year a decision can be made as they only received a small grant on 13 June 2019.
Councillor M. Smith said he has approached the Food Bank on several occasions with ideas on how they could increase their food stocks without any luck.  One was at the Party in the Park Event; this event is free to all and suggested people who attended could contribute tinned food with a long shelf life and he would organize a bin to put them in on all entrances to the Park but the Food Bank didn’t seem interested.
Councillor Nellins said he could not see children go hungry over the holiday; the food bank can not wait until the Party in the Park event and suggested this should be a one-off contribution to alleviate the pressures off the Food Bank in the half term and review the Small Grants Policy to reflect this.
Councillor Erwin agrees with Councillor Nellins comments; children need to have meals and Town Council should support the Food Bank however, he does feel they should be more proactive.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to Market Drayton Food Bank.

9.FG

INFORMATION
i) NALC legal topic on Freedom of Information
Members NOTED the NALC legal topic on Freedom of Information.
ii) Honorary Townsman Award

Members NOTED the Honorary Townsman Award will be publicised at the end of September and agreed in the Council meeting on 31 October.
iii) Public Works Loan information
The Chairman said the PWL information is on the agenda after a query in the last meeting.
The Clerk said members can clearly see if they pay off the loans, they will encounter a large penalty for doing so.

Members NOTED the Public Works Loan figures.

10.FG

FINANCIAL REPORT
The Chairman asked if members had any comments, they would like to make from the expenditure report.
There were no questions asked.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the income and expenditure report from 1 June 2019 – 15 July 2019.


The meeting concluded at 8.18 pm.


Chairman
………………………………….
Date            
 …………………………………
