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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 
28 March 2019 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, D. Edmunds, M. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough,   I. Nellins (Vice Chairman), M. Smith, R. Smith, M. Whittle.
Also present: two members of the public.
Present: 
Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
Due to the Chairman not attending the meeting, the Vice Chairman Councillor I. Nellins Chaired the meeting.

1.FG

PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
2.FG

APOLOGIES
Apologies have been received and accepted from Mrs. J. Beckett and T. Beckett.
3.FG

DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No pecuniary interests were declared. 
4.FG

MINUTES
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To confirm and agree the minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 21 February 2019.

5.FG

HIRE OF TOWN COUNCIL PROPERTY
The Clerk said she thought the policy should be looked at because it was a long time since it was approved and there are a few items on the policy that are no longer necessary.
She informed members that there will be a circus coming to town shortly which will be using Town Councils land at Buntingsdale Park, she thought the current deposit of £2000 was a large out lay for business to find and asked for member’s thoughts on reducing this fee.

The Vice Chairman said Town Council should be encouraging different activities to come to the town and suggested a smaller deposit with a clause in the hire agreement that all damages and breakages must be paid for.
After a discussion:

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED: 

The hire charges for Council owned assets, facilities and equipment to be as follows:
	Item
	Asset/Facility/Equipment
	Hire Charge

	1.
	Council Chamber
	£12.50 per hour
No charge for non-profit making organisations



	2.
	Committee Room
	£12.50 up to 4 hours



	3.
	Cemetery Chapel
	£75.00



	4.
	Recreation Ground on Buntingsdale Road
	£200 deposit, £100 per day

All damages and breakages must be paid for


	5.
	Town Park at Manor Gardens
	No charge for small local charitable organisations and local events

All damages and breakages must be paid for


6.FG

DISCRETIONARY PENSION POLICY

The Clerk said the discretionary pension policy is a legal requirement under the Local Government Pension Scheme Regulations.  The policy has already been looked at by Shropshire Council Pensions Team. 
Councillor Edmunds proposed; Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:



To approve the Town Council Discretionary policy for pensions.
7.FG

FINANCIAL REPORT


Details were circulated previously.

The Vice Chairman ran through each cost centre on the income and expenditure budget and asked if there were any questions relating to the information provided.

Councillor Aldcroft said the public toilets had been vandalised a number of times and asked for the cost.

The Clerk said the cost was minimum and made the decision to close Newport Road toilets for a couple of weekends to try and break the cycle of vandalism.

There were no more questions asked.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To receive the income and expenditure report from:

1 February 2019 to 21 March 2019.

8.FG

INFORMATION 

i. The letter from Councils insurer’s lawyers.

Members asked no questions.

i. Freedom of Information.

Councillor Glover said under the Freedom of Information act these request must be answered.

The Clerk said she is fully aware of the Law and will include F.O.I. information at the next meeting.
The Assistant Clerk said that The Chairman has asked for this item to be put on the agenda so that all members are informed of the amount of questions being asked, the time it takes to answer them which takes staff away from their normal day to day tasks which results in overtime having to be worked.

Councillor Whittle asked how many residents were asking questions.
The Clerk said all the Freedom of Information requests have been asked by the same person.

Councillor Edmunds proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To NOTE:
i. A letter from the Town Council insurer’s solicitors in connection with a claimant.

ii. Four Freedom of Information requests received.


The meeting concluded 7.56 pm.


Chairman
………………………………….
Date            
 …………………………………

