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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 2 November 2017 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, J. Beckett, T. Beckett (Chairman), M. Erwin, J. Gough, R. Gould, R. Smith and M. Whittle. 
Also present: 1 member of the public.

Clerks:
Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk.
1. 
PUBLIC SESSION


No member of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
2. 
APOLOGIES
Apologies have been received and accepted from Councillor Glover.
3. 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No pecuniary interests were declared.

4. 
MINUTES

Councillor T. Beckett proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 7 September 2017.
     5.

BANK SIGNATORIES

 The Chairman said due to two Councilors resigning who are signatories on 


 Town Council’s bank accounts; two new names are required.

 Councillor Smith said he would like to be a signatory for Town Council’s 


 bank account.

 Councillor Whittle said he would also like to be a signatory for Town 


 Council’s bank account.


 Councillor Aldcroft proposed; Councillor Gough seconded and it was 


 RESOLVED:

 For Councillor Smith and Councillor Whittle to be added as 


 signatories on the Council’s bank account.

6.   ELECTRONIC TABLETS
The Chairman said we have got an estimate for each Councillor to have a tablet; this also includes an anti-virus subscription, consultancy to set the tablet up, training, office 365 subscription and a WIFI printer.
Mr. Andrew Edwards; Town Council’s Bank Manager entered the Chamber.

After a brief discussion:
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Gough seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To purchase tablets, printers, software and to include the training package for all Councillors.  
To purchase laptops for the Clerk and Assistant Clerk as and when they are ready to use them.


Standing Orders were suspended for Mr. Edwards to speak.

Mr. Edwards thanked members for their time in letting him attend the meeting.  He knew members were deciding two more signatories for the bank account tonight.

He passed the relevant paperwork to the Clerk to be filled in after the meeting.



The Chairman thanked Mr. Edwards for coming to the meeting.



Mr. Edwards left the Chamber.



The meeting went back into Committee.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

Funding for the new laptops, printers and laptops to come out of Town Council’s General Reserves.

     7.

ESTIMATES
The Clerk said the precept will need to be submitted in the beginning of February so members should be thinking about the budget now; if there is anything they think may need adding into the budget to let her know.

She said Services and Facilities committee has a huge budget and members should consider if some of the budget is split more equally.
     8.

VACANCIES
The Chairman said with the resignation of a Councillor the Emergency Planning Representative from Town Council needs filling.


Councillor Smith said he would like to be the representative.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:

For Councillor Smith to be Town Council’s representative for the Emergency Planning.

     9.

RECORDING OF MEETINGS
Councillor Whittle said he always informs members when he records a meeting.

The Clerk said members should inform the committee if they are recording the meeting and she said the guidance around confidential meetings is unclear.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was           RESOLVED:
That it is a policy of this Council that if a member wishes to record a meeting of the Council they should inform the meeting before the start and no recording of the Personnel Committee are permitted.

     10.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To NOTE the income and expenditure report for 1 September – 30 September 2017.

Councillor Aldcroft asked why there is a minus against The Zone budget.
The Clerk said she is in the process of getting a report together for the lottery.  Once this is done money will be transferred to Council’s bank account.
Councillor Aldcroft said the recreation Grounds have gone over budget and questioned this.

The Clerk said the budget has gone over but at the end of year close down money from Ear Marked Reserves will come across to balance it out.
     11.

REQUEST FROM A RESIDENT
The Chairman said in view of this request he suggested to exclude public and press so a full discussion can take place.
Councillor Erwin proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which will involve the likely disclosure of exempt information relating to establishment and contractual matters as defined in Part 1 of Schedule12a Local Government Act 1972 and pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they are instructed to withdraw.
After a brief discussion:

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To write a letter to the resident informing them that the Council have made a decision that all reasonable steps have been taken to supply the information.  An offer to come into the Town ~Hall offices has been extended and still stands during normal working hours.  The legal requirement has been discharged.


The meeting concluded at 8.05 pm.
.
Chairman    …………………………
Date            ………………………….

