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FG.DECEMBER.15

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 3 December 2015 at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, K. Brown, J. Cadwallader, D. S. Erwin, D. Minnery, C. Purcell and L. Ridgway (Chairman).
Also present Councillors: R. Hughes.
Clerk:

Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk.
15.231.FG
PUBLIC SESSION


No member of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
15.232.FG
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor R. Smith.
15.233.FG
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS



No interests were declared.

15.234.FG
MINUTES

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Brown seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 15 October 2015.
15.235.FG

SMALL GRANTS


Members considered the following small grants applications:

i) Market Drayton over 60’s Social Club

Councillor Brown proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree a small grant of £300.00 to Market Drayton over 60’s Social Club.

ii) Maclntyre
Councillor Aldcroft said he is aware that Macintyre fund raise throughout the year and it would be nice for the Council to help them towards their Christmas party.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Brown seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300.00 to Maclntyre.

iii) Pezanas Twinning Association

Councillor Aldcroft said ten years ago the association cut themselves away from the Council and felt uncomfortable agreeing to give the association a grant.  He said he no longer sees anything from them and he does not know who is in the membership.

Councillor Minnery said he was very surprised to read the association has requested a grant from the Council.  He said he can remember when they were set up and they made it very clear that they would not rely on any financial support from the Council.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
That Market Drayton Town Council will not issue a small grant to the Pezanas Twinning Association.

15.236.FG

STANDING ORDER 24
The Chairman read out Standing Order 24, to remind members the importance of adhering to it.
He said he feels it is important to follow the order due to the damage that can potentially be caused speaking to the press.  He said this could have serious consequences on the Town Council and reminded members statements can only be made to the press from the Clerk, Assistant Clerk and Chairman of the Committee to ensure correct information is given.
Councillor Hughes said the press has recently approached him asking for further information that has been given to them.  He confirmed that the information asked for has not been discussed at a committee meeting which he feels is unacceptable.
He said the Council need to ensure all business is spoken about within a meeting before the press have knowledge of the information.  Doing this will ensure public have factual information.
The Chairman suggested that if any members are approached by the press they should say you will get back to them; doing this you will be able to inform the Clerk so correct information can be given.

15.237.FG

FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT
The Chairman said following on from the recent fire in the public toilets attached to The Town Hall the Working Group has looked at the recommendations from the Fire Safety report. 

He confirms that all the items highlighted in red have now been completed and are now looking into the yellow items on the report.
Councillor Aldcroft asked if there has been an external fire alarm fitted.

The Clerk said that this is not mentioned on the report but she could look into getting it done.

Councillor Hughes said there are very few business with external alarms; he said we need to focus on looking after the employees that are in the building by ensuring there is an alarm fitted upstairs in the building and he is aware that there is a fire door to the committee room that needs attention.

The Clerk said she will look into the points made by Councillor Hughes.

15.238.FG

WORKING GROUP
The Chairman reported to members that the Working Group have met up to discuss the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations; which he said are ongoing.
He confirmed that a meeting with the Clerk will be made to discuss the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations alterations.
The Chairman said there is enough expertise around the Chamber to decide like they have done tonight regarding issuing small grants so he feels the criteria should stay the same.

The meeting concluded at 7.28 pm.

Chairman    …………………………………………….

Date            ………………………….

