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FG.FEBRUARY.15

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 5 February 2015 at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett, K. Brown, J. Cadwallader, D Erwin, S. Glover, D. Minnery, C. Purcell, L. Ridgway (Chair) and R. Smith.
Also present Councillors; J. Beckett, M. Erwin, R. Hughes and M. Whittle.
Clerk:

Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk.
15.349.FG
PUBLIC SESSION


No member of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
15.350.FG
APOLOGIES



All members were present at the meeting.
15.351.FG
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS



No interests were declared.

15.352.FG
MINUTES

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a Finance and General Purposes committee meeting held on 4 December 2014.
15.353.FG
SCRUTINY PANEL
The Chair said he would like members to consider setting up a scrutiny panel to assist the Clerk and Assistant Clerk to review the best value for purchasing.
Councillor Hughes said there is no issue with purchasing items at present; it is more for in the future.

Councillor Aldroft said he had no objections to setting up a scrutiny panel but was concerned about Councillors coming into the office dictating what and where the Clerks should purchase items.  
He said members should look at introducing a policy for the Clerks where approved suppliers are sourced; doing this would set some guidelines for the Clerks to follow but members should not get involved with the day to day purchasing of items.  He also added that what was purchased last month should not be investigated and scrutinized.
Councillor Whitttle suggested local suppliers should be approved where applicable.

Councillor Hughes said the Council should source best value for money on all purchases.

Councillor Minnery agreed with the suggestions Councillor Aldcroft made and said the Standing Orders would have to be updated to reflect the Council’s views.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To go ahead and form a Scrutiny Panel Working Group to look at best value for purchasing.  The group is made up of the following Councillors: R. Aldcroft, R. Hughes, D. Minnery, L. Ridgway and R. Smith.

15.354.FG
ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME REPORTING
The Chair said the Clerk has been contacted by Shropshire Council to ask for a representative from the Council to attend a training course for environmental crime reporting.
He said this is in connection with issuing on the spot fines for littering, left dog fasces etc. 
Councillor Hughes suggested the Clerk; this would give the Council continuity.

Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To have the Town Clerk attend a training day on Environmental Crime Reporting.



1 member of public entered the Chamber.

15.355.FG
STANDING ORDER 24
The Chair said a date for the Working Group needs to be made.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Ridgway seconded and it was RESOLVED:

The Working Group to review Standing Order 24 will meet on Thursday 16 February at 7.00pm.

15.356.FG
FINANCIAL REPORT
All members NOTED the final report.
The meeting concluded at 7.25 pm.
Chairman    …………………………………………….

Date            ………………………….

