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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 7 September 2017 at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett (Chairman), M. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough, R. Gould, C. Purcell, R. Smith and M. Whittle. 
Also present: 2 members of the public.

Clerks:
Assistant Town Clerk.
1. 
PUBLIC SESSION


No member of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
2. 
APOLOGIES
Apologies have been received and accepted from Councillors: J. Beckett and R. Hughes.
3. 
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No pecuniary interests were declared.

4. 
MINUTES

Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 2 abstentions:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 6 July 2017.
     5.

SMALL GRANTS
   
  Members considered the following small grant application.

1. Over 60’s Club


  Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was 

   
  RESOLVED:
  
  To agree £300 in grant aid for the Over 60’s Club.
6.   TASK AND FINISH GROUPS
i) Councillor Whittle disclosed a personal interest in this item.
The Chairman said there has not been a meeting for the miss use/appropriation of Council funds and asked for members wishing to be on the group and a date to meet up.

ii) The Chairman said there should be another Task and Finish Group set up to draw up a procedure for the Councils contracts after a tender has been awarded.

Councillor Whittle said contractors normally submit an order of works which informs you what should be done in a certain time frame.

Councillior Aldcroft said Councillor Cadwallader should be asked to join the group because he has experience in contract works.

The Chairman said the Task and Finish Groups could be combined and meet up on the same day.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
For the Task and Finish Group to look at miss use/appropriation of Council funds and Council contracts after a tender has been awarded to meet up on:

Thursday 28 September 2017 at 6.30pm at The Town Hall.

The Following Councillors have agreed to be on the Task and Finish Groups:

R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett, R. Gould, C. Purcell and R. Smith.

Councillor Cadwallader to be asked to see if he would consider being a part of the group.

     7.

I.T. EQUIPMENT FOR MEMBERS
Councillor Whittle asked if the quotes were from Town Councils current I.T. support contractors.
The Assistant Clerk said yes.
Councillor Aldcroft said Shropshire Council use Lenovo pads for local government work of which are a very reliable make.

Councillor Whittle said if the Council purchase a pad and a printer for each members; ink and paper can be purchased out of their allowance.

He also asked for a list of useful council related contact details so that work can be carried out instantly.
Councillor Aldcroft agreed with Counillor Whittle a list of key names such as portfolio holders, highways department, finance etc.; all other contacts is up to members to retrieve.  He said the package includes all the relevant software and training which will be extremely useful.
A member of the public left the Chamber.

Councillor Purcell asked why members would need an electronic device.

The Assistant Clerk said members have asked for quotes for having a laptop or pads because they can see the relevant agendas and minutes instantly.  She is currently putting all council work on a separate Councillor drive which will then be put on the device if members agree to go ahead with purchasing them.

Councillor Erwin asked what the approximate cost was to post out agendas.

The Assistant Clerk said approximately £20.00 plus man hours to collate the information.

Councillor Glover said he is aware of local schools running electronically and thought it would be a cost beneficial to the council to also run the same way.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
Subject to satisfactory insurance arrangements to proceed with purchasing the tablets and printers for members.
For a list of useful council related contact details to be listed by the Clerk.
     8.

ESTIMATES
Councillor Whittle wanted to declare an interest in this item and did not want any involvement in Town Councils finances in the future.


Councillor Aldcroft asked when the budgets are looked at.

The Assistant Clerk said estimates are put into budget around November/December time.

The Chairman asked members to bring any comments back to the next meeting to discuss.

     9.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was           RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To NOTE the income and expenditure report for 1 July – 31 August     2017.


The meeting concluded at 7.39 pm
.
Chairman    …………………………
Date            ………………………….

