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FG.APRIL.15

Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 9 April 2015 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, T. Beckett, J. Cadwallader, D. S. Erwin, S. Glover, D. Minnery, C. Purcell, L. Ridgway (Chair) and R. Smith.
Also present Councillors; R. Hughes and M. Whittle.
Clerk:

Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk.
15.420.FG
PUBLIC SESSION


No member of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.
15.421.FG
APOLOGIES



Apologies were received from Councillor: K. Brown.
15.422.FG
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS



No interests were declared.

15.423.FG
MINUTES

Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and confirm the minutes of a Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 5 February 2015.
15.424.FG
SMALL GRANTS
Members considered the following small grants applications:
Market Drayton over 60’s Social Club

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to Market Drayton over 60’s Social Club.

Mens sheds in Market Drayton

Councillor D. Erwin proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree a small grant of £300 to Mens sheds in Market Drayton.
Shropshire Street Cats
Councillor Glover said this application was declined last year because they do not fulfill the criteria.
The Chair said that is why he has circulated the grant criteria for members information.
Councillor Aldcroft said this is the only cat’s charity in Market Drayton that rescues and takes in cats when their owners are in hospital.
Councillor Cadwallader said the organization rescues feral cats which are a big problem and it is a service to the town.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Cadwallader seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree a small grant of £300 to Shropshire Street Cats.
Age UK Shropshire & Wrekin

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree a small grant of £300 to Age UK Shropshire & Wrekin.

Market Drayton Senior Citizens

Councillor Glover said he has a pecuniary interest with this item.

Councillor Minnery proposed Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree a small grant of £300 to Market Drayton Senior Citizens.
Carers Support Service

Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED: 
To agree a small grant of £300 to Carers Support Service.

Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To put the criteria of small grants as an item on the next agenda.
15.425.FG
STANDING ORDER 24
The Chair explained that this area of Standing Orders needs tightening up slightly.
Councillor Whittle supported the amendment and agreed statements should come from the Clerk.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To amend Standing Order 24 Section iii to:

in normal circumstances the Town Clerk in consultation with the Mayor or Chairman of the appropriate committee would be expected to speak on behalf of the Council.
Councillor Hughes said Councillors should be able to speak to the press but must state it is their personal opinion and they are not talking on behalf of the Town Council.

15.426.FG
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The Chair said the reason this has been brought up is because the Town Council use internet and online banking and it seems out dated that the Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk have to wait for two designated Councillors to authorize payments.
He went on to say he suggests the changes to be made so that it covers the Council if members are ill and are unable to sign.

Councillor Hughes said that he thinks we are the only large town in Shropshire to still operate a member only authorisation scheme for payments
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To amend the Financial Regulations section 6.4 to:

Cheques or orders for payment drawn on the bank account in accordance with the schedule as presented to council or committee shall be signed by two people: either two members or the Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk or either combination of a Clerk and a member in accordance with the Financial Regulations. If a member who is also a bank signatory has declared a disclosable pecuniary interest, or has any other interest, in the matter in respect of which the payment is being made, that Councillor shall be required to consider Standing Orders, and thereby determine whether it is appropriate and / or permissible to be a signatory to the transaction in question.
15.427.FG
WORKING GROUP
The Working Group have agreed to meet on Tuesday 28 April 2015 at 7.00pm to review both Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
15.428.FG
USE OF TOWN COUNCIL EQUIPMENT

The Chair wanted to remind members about the appropriate use of Council equipment it should only be used for Council business.

All members NOTED the information.
15.429.FG
CORRESPONDENCE
All members NOTED the letter received from SC in relation to election posters.

The meeting concluded at 7.45 pm.

Chairman    …………………………………………….

Date            ………………………….

