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S&F.JULY.2019

 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
11 July 2019 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, A Cartwright,

M. Erwin, S. Glover, I Nellins, M. Smith, R Smith and M. Whittle.
Clerk:
Assistant Clerk and Projects Officer

1. SF
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor T Beckett and Councillor Mrs. J Beckett.
2. SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3. SF
MINUTES
Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED: 
To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities committee held on 30 May 2019.
4. SF 
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting

5. SF       
THE EXTREME TOUR
The Chair explained that a two-day event is being organised jointly between the Methodist Church and the Town Council on 31st August and 1st September 2019.
Extreme Tour are an American based organisation who perform music festivals promoting a positive message within areas of deprivation to young people with difficult challenges in their life.

i) On the Saturday evening musicians will perform alongside Ramped who will organise skating demonstrations and competitions at the Skatepark.
ii) On the Sunday afternoon a small music festival will be held at the Zone.

Councillor Whittle said it was a good idea using the skatepark as part of the initiative.

Councillor Glover asked where else Extreme Tour had performed.  The Projects Officer responded they have been to Stoke on Trent and Rhyl.

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree the Extreme Tour visit on 31st August and 1st September and the events at the Skatepark and Zone.
6. SF     UPDATES ON PROJECTS
i) Maintenance Programme of the town’s recreational areas.
The Projects Officer said that an inspection of all the recreational areas has taken place.  The priority is for the remedial works and repairs which have been highlighted medium in the Rospa Inspection to be completed first.  Once the costing for the work, including the installation of the fence at Cherry Way; which was previously approved by Council, have been received a decision can be taken regarding what additional work can be carried out within budget.
ii) Cemetery Lodge

Two quotes have been received.  Under delegated powers for the project the Clerk and Chair have awarded the contract.  The quote was within budget and work should start soon.

iii) Newport Road Toilets
The Clerk is meeting with a contractor in the morning to discuss refurbishing the disabled toilet and making it vandal proof.  Once the refurbishment is complete the ladies and gents toilets will be closed as previously resolved by Council.
Councillor Whittle asked if there had been any development with prosecuting the individuals responsible for vandalising the toilets, he said that Council should consider taking a civil prosecution if no action is being taken by the Police.   Councillor Whittle said he was against non prosecution.
Councillor Glover said that the Council should seek advice on what is needed to secure a prosecution and recover costs incurred.  He also said legal advice should be sought on how to bring about a civil claim and the procedure.

Councillor Aldcroft said that the Crown Prosecution do not like to prosecute individuals under 18 years of age.


After a short discussion:
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To seek advice on how to get a lawful prosecution processed;
To seek legal advice on to how to progress with a civil claim.
7. SF
WALKMILLS MEADOWS
The Chair said that he and Councillor Glover met with Shaun Burkey, Shropshire Council’s Country Parks & Sites Officer, and looked around Walkmills Meadows.  The site is currently overgrown; Shaun Burkey is keen for the area to be maintained.
It currently costs Shropshire Council £20,000 per annum to maintain.  The land is leased to Shropshire Council from Seven Trent who usually provide funding towards the upkeep of the area.  Unfortunately, this year payment has not been made and will not be made again until April 2020.

Councillor Glover said the Community Partnership Group has previously helped maintain the area; due to reducing volunteer numbers this no longer happens.  Going forward the 3P group have volunteered to be involved with the project and help maintain the area.
Councillor Smith said the area was very popular for children to play and was a popular walk for residents; it is important that it is brought back to use.

The Chair said that rangers and volunteers are available to maintain the site and survey what is living in the area.  In order to do that and sort out the seating etc Shropshire Council need £3,000.  The chair suggested that a one off payment be allocated from general reserves to support the period of time until funding is available again from Seven Trent.
Councillor Erwin said that the area has previously had a lot of antisocial behavior.  The chair said this was not the case at the moment.

Councillor Glover said that all the different people interested in volunteering should meet to ensure everyone knows what is planned.

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
A round table meeting with all interested parties and Shaun Burkey, Shropshire Council, be arranged to discuss a work plan
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree a one-off payment of £3,000 from General Reserves to Shropshire Council for the purpose of supporting Walkmills Meadow regeneration.

Councillor Whittle asked if the Town Council has adequate machinery to clean the roads and requested an Agenda item at the next Community and Governance meeting to discuss the possible purchase of a mini scarab. 
Councillor Aldcroft said the mini scarab that was used in the town previously was owned by North Shropshire District Council.

8.SF
WATERING OF SUMMER FLORAL DISPLAYS

The Chair said that the floral displays enhance the Town. Due to the additional workload associated with watering the floral displays he asked if the members would consider outsourcing the watering of the flowers to a contractor or employing a temporary member of staff to do the watering over the summer period.
The Projects Officer explained that watering of the floral displays takes a member of staff all day.  Providing a member of staff to water takes him away from his normal work duties, this along with providing cover for staff holidays during the summer period leaves the Council short staffed to carry out general gardening and maintenance tasks. 
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To obtain costings to outsource the watering of the flowers during the summer months.
To obtain costings to employ a temporary member of staff during the summer months.
9.SF
  IN BLOOM PRESENTATION

The date for the presentation was agreed as Wednesday 11th September 2019.
Councillor Glover said that all entrants should be invited to the presentation and no-one should be informed before the event if they have won a prize to encourage more people to attend.

Concern was raised that if people did not know they had won they may not attend, resulting in people not being present to accept prizes.   

After a short discussion,

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:


The three finalists for each category to be invited to the presentation evening where it will be announced who has won.
The meeting concluded at 8.07pm

Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

