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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
11 June 2020 at 7.30pm 
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft (Chair), Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A. Cartwright, M. Erwin, S. Glover (Vice Chair) J. Gough, D. Minnery, I. Nellins, M Smith,
R. Smith and M. Whittle

                            Attendees from the public: 1
Clerk:  Town Clerk and Projects Officer

      The Chair announced the meeting was being recorded and live streamed.
1.SF
APOLOGIES

All Councillors were present.
2.SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3.SF
MINUTES

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED: 

To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities committee held on 13 February 2020.
4. SF 
PUBLIC SESSION

No members of public had requested to speak.

5.SF
CEMETERY
i) To consider a quote for the installation of a path on the new area of cemetery
land and relaying a section of the old path.


Documents were circulated prior to the meeting.
The Chair asked if there was a conflict between a decision made at the meeting held on the 13 February, minute 7SF, stating that a cemetery path would not be reinstated and the relaying of a section of old path as mentioned in the quote.  The Clerk explained that discussions at the previous meeting related to a path between graves that was taken out several years ago. The quote being considered this evening is for a path on the new area and relaying paths leading to the new area that are in poor repair; the cemetery is nearly full, this is so the new part can be used. The Clerk confirmed there was no conflict.
Councillor Glover said that in the absence of a plan showing where the new path was going and which paths were being relayed it was hard to make a decision.  The Clerk explained that there will be one footpath on the new area which will run across the top of the new piece of land with a section joining the new path with the existing path.  
Councillor Erwin asked if any further paths would be required.  The clerk responded that no more would be required on the new area; an audit of all the paths will take place to ascertain if any additional work needs carrying out. The quote includes relaying the paths that are in the worst condition leading to the new area to ensure visitors can access the new area safely.
Councillor Cartwright asked if due to the cost of the work more quotations should have been obtained.  The clerk explained that due to the current situation it had been hard to get quotes as a lot of businesses have not been working; if needed additional quotes could be obtained.  
Councillor Erwin expressed concern that obtaining more quotes would delay the work resulting in a shortage of accessible grave space.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded and it was RESOLVED with two abstentions:
To accept the quote of £12,600.00 for the installation of a new path and relaying a section of the old path at the Cemetery.

Councillor Whittle left the meeting
ii)
To consider an increase in fees for burials for the financial year 2020/2021.  


A document was circulated prior to the meeting showing how much the burial fees would increase for a 2% and 3% rise.


Councillor R. Smith asked what percentage increase was agreed last year, the Clerk responded that she thought it was 3% and could check if required,  she said increases are usually made in line with inflation, which is running at just below 2%.


Councillor Erwin said Council have previously looked at a comparative table setting out fees from other Councils:  he asked if we are in-line with other Councils. The Clerk said fees have been increased significantly in the past and that we are now on par with other local Councils.  It was noted to provide a comparative of fees for next year.


Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED with two against:


To increase the fees for burials by 2%
iii) Memorial stones 
The Chair said that the memorial stones are being tested and graded according to risk.

Councillor Minnery said that it would be beneficial to produce details of the cost for all maintenance at the Cemetery including memorial stones and paths to help with budget setting. 

The Clerk said that the work has already started, all the stones on the left hand side have been tested; hopefully a report will be available by the end of the year.

6.SF
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

The Chair explained that this item is to discuss if the Festival of Lights should be held or cancelled as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic and the social distancing rules.   The Chair said that the next meeting of this committee is on the 23 July by which time there may be some changes that may significantly affect any decisions made tonight; he suggested that a decision regarding the Festival of lights be deferred until the next meeting.  

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To defer making a decision regarding holding the Festival of Lights until the meeting on the 23 July 2020.

7.SF
IN BLOOM
i) To consider if the In Bloom Competition should take place in 2020 or be

cancelled due to the Covid 19 pandemic.

Councillors discussed the feasibility of holding the In Bloom Competition.  Councillor Nellins said that people have spent more time in their gardens this year and residents look forward to the competition; as the judging is in July and an outside activity he could see no reason why it could not go ahead; holding the presentation evening may be problematic.  
Councillor Minnery agreed with Councillor Nellins’ comments.
Councillor R. Smith said that Ludlow Council have cancelled their In-Bloom Competition and replaced it with residents sending in photographs of their gardens.  He agreed with comments made by Councillors Minnery and Nellins but was concerned about holding a presentation evening which usually takes place in September.

Councillor Minnery said that the In Bloom Competition should go ahead.

The Clerk said that thought needed to be given to the logistics of organising the event at such short notice as no publicity has been done or applications sent out; she asked Councillor M. Smith if could help by advertising the competition on the Drayton Crier.  Due to the short timeframe she asked if the judging date could be set and suggested a date of the last week in July; Councillors agreed with the suggestion.
The Clerk asked for volunteers to judge the competition: Councillor Aldcroft and Minnery volunteered, Councillor M. Smith agreed to take photographs and produce live filming of the presentations to winners in their gardens if required.  A short film similar to the VE Day film could be produced.
Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor M. Smith Seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention: 

To hold the In Bloom Competition: judging to take place at the 27th July, details of the presentation to be decided at a later date.  Judges to be Councillors Aldcroft and Minnery with Councillor M. Smith as photographer.

i) Floral Displays 

The Clerk said that the floral displays have been put up around the town and that a new planter has been put on the Square on High Street.  She said that the long-term plan is to replace the pole top displays, as they are unsafe, with new planters.
ii) Hanging baskets

The Clerk said that the hanging baskets for the local shops have been put up.
8.SF
UPDATES AND INFORMATION
i) Towers Lawn CCTV
The Clerk said permission to install the cameras on Shropshire Council lighting columns has been obtained. There has been a delay in installing the cameras as the electrical cut out boxes were not available from suppliers due to lock down; installation will be week commencing 22nd June.
ii) Police and Crime Commissioner Funding towards CCTV upgrade
Councillor M. Smith said that the CCTV funding budget has not been set due to the Covid 19 pandemic. The Town Council funding application has been submitted and agreed in principle by the Superintendent; we will be notified when the funding is open.
iii) Bike Stands 
The Chair said that an audit of the bike stands can now take place. 
The meeting concluded at 8.10pm

Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

