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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
13 February 2020 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A. Cartwright, M. Erwin, S. Glover (Vice Chair) J. Gough, D. Minnery, I. Nellins, M Smith and 

R. Smith.

Also present: 4 members of the public.

Clerk:  Town Clerk and Projects Officer

1.SF
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor M Whittle due to holiday.
2.SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3.SF
MINUTES

Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED with three abstentions: 

To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities committee held on 28 November 2019.
4. SF 
PUBLIC SESSION

The Chair welcomed a resident to the meeting.

A member of the public spoke about the poor state of repair of some buildings in Market Drayton and the need for a bylaw to make owners repair and maintain their properties.   She said that at a recent meeting with Owen Patterson MP she was told it was the responsibility of Town Councils and County Councils to make bylaws.

She suggested that information about the bylaw could be included with sales packs for properties stipulating that any owners of buildings bought after a specific date adhere to the bylaw; all present owners would have a specific time to bring their buildings to a specific standard.


Councillor S. Glover proposed, Councillor R. Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To suspend Standing Orders.


Councillor Minnery asked if it was policy for public speakers to address the correct Committee.  The Clerk responded that members of the public can speak at any committee as it is not always easy to ask them to wait for a specific meeting.

Councillor Minnery explained there are a variety of regulations that cover premises including Health and Safety and Fire Regulations.  He suggested that the issue of a bylaw be discussed at Finance and General Services Committee


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:


To include an item on the next Finance and General Services Committee Agenda to consider progressing with the implementation of a Bylaw to force landlords to keep their properties in good repair.

The chair thanked the resident for her comments. He then welcomed the next resident who had requested to speak.


A resident spoke about the continued antisocial behavior in the Church yard, the surrounding area (Phoenix Bank) and outside his house.  He said that since he moved to Market Drayton three years ago young people have regularly been congregating in the church yard and being antisocial.  On many occasions he has spoken to the individuals about their behaviour and bad language and asked them to move on; generally, the young people, aged 11 – 17, have moved on.

He was concerned about the safety of the young people as they are trespassing on neighbours gardens, climbing over railings and more recently they have starting ‘bombing’; throwing stones at oncoming vehicles.

He said the Local Policing team have been out and taken a log of recorded incidents.  He has also met with the vicar who has agreed to arrange some patrols of the church yard in an evening and for the removal of the bench where the young people congregate. CCTV cameras were discussed but it is not possible to put CCTV cameras on the church as it is a listed building.  

He said that he does not want the current interest in the antisocial behavior to be a knee jerk reaction; the young people need to know it is not a game, that their actions could be escalated to prosecution if they continue.  He was concerned the antisocial behavior will continue if it is not monitored and police warnings issued.

Councillor M. Smith said that he has been up the Church roof on several occasions: there is suitable ironmongery there to house a CCTV camera.
 
The Clerk said there are two additional CSO’s in the Town; she would contact the local policing team to ask for extra patrols in that area.  The Clerk also agreed to speak to the vicar.


The Chair said the organisations involved need to liaise with each other; the Town Council would support any request for CCTV cameras or additional lighting.

The Chair thanked the residents for attending.


Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESVOLVED:

To go back into Committee.




3 people left the meeting.
5.SF
CCTV ON TOWERS LAWN CAR PARK

Copies of quotes were circulated prior to the meeting

The Chair explained that the Town Council made a commitment at a meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner to install CCTV camera’s on Towers Lawn car park.   He said the working group had met several times to consider the best CCTV scheme.
The Chair circulated a document setting out a phased approach to upgrading CCTV: the first phase being the installation of cameras on Towers Lawn Car park.

Councillor M. Smith said the proposal is to install two CCTV cameras on Towers Lawn car park covering the car park area and an NPR camera to capture the number plates of all vehicles entering and leaving the car park.  He said the two quotes received were similar, the main difference being the mega pixels of the camera.   He had researched both cameras and after looking at the specification sheets the working group recommend the Hikvision cameras as per quotation B.
Councillor T Beckett said as a lot of work had been done by the working group, he was happy to accept their recommendation.

Councillor Erwin asked if the footage produced by the cameras would be clear enough to assist with prosecutions.  Councillor M. Smith responded it would.

Councillor T. Beckett proposed, Councillor I. Nellins seconded and it was RESVOLVED:
To accept quote B for the installation of CCTV cameras at Towers Lawn car park at a cost of £4,357.
The Chair explained that the working group are currently looking at installing new cameras in the Town and submitting a funding application to the Police and Crime Commissioner for match funding; the working group will report back on progress

The Clerk said there are currently 12 working cameras.  She said there are also some old non-working cameras in the town and suggested taking the old cameras  down; Members agreed.
6.SF
GROTTO ROAD PLAY AREA

A written report was circulated prior to the meeting.

The Clerk explained that there has been terrible flooding on and around Grotto Road Play area for several years; Severn Trent have agreed it is a problem and are putting in a new soakaway.  Severn Trent have requested permission to work on Town Council land
  
Whilst installing the new soakaway they are willing to work on site with their equipment to remove the grass mound and level out the play area as a joint project.  

The Chair said that once levelled additional equipment could be installed.


Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED: 

To give permission to Severn Trent to carry out the necessary work to install a new soakaway on Grotto Road Play area.


Councillor Minnery suggested that any underspend from this years budget be used towards a joint project with Severn Trent to improve the play area as it would cost less than doing the work independently.


Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To explore the possibility of a joint project with Severn Trent to level the ground on Grotto Road Play Area.
7.SF
CEMETERY PATH

Details were circulated prior to the meeting.

The Clerk explained that a couple of requests have been received from visitors to the Cemetery for the path on the righthand side, behind the Cemetery Lodge, to be reinstated.  

Councillor Glover said that the path should not be reinstated as money would be better spent extending the current path into the new burial area.  Councillor Minnery agreed that reinstating the path would be a mistake due to the limited width available between the rows of graves.

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED with one against:

Not to reinstate the path at the Cemetery.


To carry out a survey of new paths required at the Cemetery in the new area.
8.SF
BIKE STANDS

The Chair said that a Councillor had requested this agenda item due to the lack of bike stands in the town.  Councillor R. Smith said  he had received several complaints about the lack of bike racks.

The Chair asked for volunteers to carry out an audit of the bike stands in the town;  Councillors R. Smith, Glover and Aldcroft volunteered.


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:

For an audit of the bike stands in the Town to be carried out;  a report to be presented at the next meeting.


Councillor Minnery left the meeting.

9.SF
UPDATES AND INFORMATION
1) 
Wall and seating area on the corner of Frogmore Road

The Clerk reported that the landowner of the seating area and the wall along Frogmore Road contacted her regarding the condition of the wall; he inferred that he may take the wall down if the Council do not repair it.   Councillors discussed the options and agreed that as the wall was not the property of the Town Council, they would not pay for it to be repaired.

2) 
Newport Road Toilets


The Clerk reported that the work at Newport Road toilets has been complete.
3)
Alun Morgan, Shropshire Council Highways 

Mr Morgan, Interim Head of Highways, Transportation and Streetscene, Shropshire Council is due to attend the meeting on 26th March 2020.
4)
List of Town Council Working Groups.

A list of all the current working groups was circulated prior to the meeting.

The meeting concluded at 8.20pm

Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

