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S&F.SEPTEMBER.2019

 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
19 September 2019 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft (Chair), Mrs J Beckett, T. Beckett, A Cartwright,
 D Edmunds, M. Erwin, S. Glover (Vice Chair), J. Gough, I Nellins, M. Smith, R Smith and M. Whittle.
Also present: one member of public
Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

1. SF
APOLOGIES
No apologies were received.

2. SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3. SF
MINUTES
Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention: 
To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities committee held on 11 July 2019.
4. SF 
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting

5.SF
WEEDS ON PATHWAYS

The Clerk said that Shropshire Council contractors have reduced the street cleaning and grass cutting team from 80 staff to 50 staff.  The local service has been reduced from 2 full time staff to one person who also covers surrounding towns.  The new Interim Head of Highways at Shropshire Council has informed the Clerk that he is going to improve services and is holding the contractors to account.
The Clerk reported that enquiries have been made regarding Scarabs; they cost around £1,000 per month to lease, Shropshire Council Contractors have indicated that a reduced price could be obtained if hired through them.  Councillor Whittle said that a machine is needed to clean the paths and as there are less Shropshire Council staff in the area the Town Council should grit the paths during the winter period.  Councillor Aldcroft responded that the paths are not owned by the Town Council.


Councillor Aldcroft said street cleaning is not being done to an acceptable standard; rate payers are paying for a service they are not receiving.  Councillor Whittle suggested that the letter be forwarded to the press.


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To send a letter of complaint to Shropshire Council regarding the poor standard of street cleaning in the Town.

Councillor Aldcroft also suggested that Alun Morgan, Shropshire Council be invited to the next Services and Facilities meeting to explain why the work is not done to a suitable standard.  He said that if the weeds were kept at bay rather than being left to grow and cause damage to the highways and paths less repairs would be needed.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor R Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED: 

To invite Alun Morgan, Shropshire Council to the next meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee to provide an update on street cleaning services and explain why the work is not done to an acceptable standard.

6.SF
PLAY AREAS


A report setting out the programme of repairs was circulated prior to the meeting

The Projects Officer said that following the Rospa Inspection all the play areas were visited with a local contractor.  A report detailing a programme of maintenance along with costings for play equipment has been produced as circulated.  The recommendation is for all repairs classed as medium risk or above to be carried out;  all proposed work is within budget.    

The Projects Officer said that S106 from the development on Towers Lawn is expected soon; this money has been allocated to improve Dalelands Play Area and towards a splash park.   Play area’s that need improvement in 2020/21 were also identified in the report.
Councillors considered the report.  

Councillor Glover proposed and Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To thank the Projects Officer for the report.

The Chair said that negotiations have restarted regarding the waterpark and that he would report progress to the next meeting.  He also said that along with play and recreation he would like to consider increasing the amount of allotments in the Town.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To approve the programme of work and the costings for the provision and installation of equipment on the play areas.

7.SF
CEMETERY
Photographs of the cemetery and section 18 of the Cemetery Rules and Regulations were circulated prior to the meeting.
The Chair said that there has been an increase in the number of items put on the grassed areas of graves at the Cemetery.  The Cemetery Rules and Regulations clearly state,  ‘no articles are allowed on the grassed area away from the plinth’, items placed on the grass make it difficult for the cemetery to be kept tidy and the grass cut.

The Clerk said that section 18 of the Cemetery Rules and Regulations need to be enforced and suggested giving everyone 4-6 weeks’ notice to remove the articles.  She suggested putting notices boards around the cemetery clearly setting out that articles will be removed in accordance with the Rules and Regulations.
Councillor R Smith said it is a very sensitive issue; it is a disgrace the amount of paraphilia on certain graves as it causes restricted access.
Councillor Glover agreed that signs should be erected giving notice that articles not on the plinth should be removed or they will be taken off.
Councillor Beckett said to help raise awareness of the timescale for enforcement of the removal of items placed away from the plinth an article should be put on the Drayton Crier and in the local paper.

Councillor T Beckett proposed, Councillor Donna seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To contact local media to raise awareness of the enforcement of section 18 of the Cemetery Rule and Regulations.
The Town Clerk to circulate a media statement to the local press.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Edmunds seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To enforce article 18 of the Cemetery Rules and Regulations.
To put up notices at the Cemetery highlighting the rule and informing people that any articles not removed after 4-6 weeks will be removed by the Town Council.

8.SF
CCTV
Councillors discussed CCTV at Towers Lawn and the Town Park.

The Chair explained that the current CCTV at the Town Park does not cover the far end of the park by Ashley View; he suggested an additional camera be installed.

At the Community and Governance meeting the Town Council agreed to install camera’s on Towers Lawn Car Park due to the amount of Antisocial behaviour.  The Chair said a meeting has been arranged with Shropshire Council to obtain permission for camera’s to be installed on the lampposts at Towers Lawn Carpark as they are owned by Shropshire Council.

The Clerk said that she has made enquiries regarding the installation of camera’s and it would be possible for a recorder to be placed in the maintenance room of the Towers Lawn Toilets.  Approximate costs for a recorder would be £1,500 with camera’s costing in the region of £500 each.   

Councillor Erwin asked what the Local Policing Team were doing regarding the antisocial behaviour on Towers Lawn Carparks.  The Chair said that PC Ambrose is frustrated by the lack of support from Shropshire Council; Section 59 tickets have been issued and cars will be confiscated if they are caught there again.  CCTV images would provide the evidence needed for the police enforcement.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To progress with the installation of camera’s and associated equipment  at the Town Park and Towers Lawn subject to costs being within budget and the necessary permissions being obtained.  Clerk and Chair to have delegated powers.
9.SF
ELECTRIC CHARGING POINTS 
The Chair suggested that the Town Council send a  letter of support to Shropshire Council regarding the installation of electric charging points on the 3 carparks in the town.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Edmunds seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To write a letter to Shropshire Council in support of the installation of electric charging points being installed on the 3 carparks in the town.
10.SF
NEWPORT ROAD TOILETS

A copy of the quote to refurbish Newport Road toilets was circulated prior to the meeting

The Chair said that the Council have already agreed to refurbish the disabled toilet, providing a unisex toilet and closing the ladies and gents toilets at each end.  The refurbishment would allow for the large header tanks to be drained; they are very old and not in good repair.

                 After a short discussion;

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To accept the quote of 5,400 for the refurbishment of the disabled toilet at Newport Road Toilets.
Councillor Glover asked about the progress on CCTV at Newport Road.  The clerk responded that the matter is being considered by the church faculty; a camera may not need to be installed if the CCTV is no longer required due to closing the ladies and gents toilets.
Councillor Whittle said that he is disappointed that the perpetrators of the vandalism have not been prosecuted.  The Chair said that the CPS do not support prosecution of juveniles.  
Councillor M Smith suggested using stand alone camera’s that recorded over and over or use the 3G network to download footage, he said there are a lot of alternative solutions available.   The Clerk said that the Town Council already run two stand alone systems.   
Councillor M. Smith proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To investigate alternative CCTV cameras.
11.SF
GRIT BINS

The Chair said additional grit bins are available from Shropshire Council at a cost of £80 per bin.  He asked Councillors to let the Clerk know if there are any problems areas that need a grit bin.
12.SF
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
The Projects Officer said that the programme of entertainment is being finalised; there is a variety of entertainment for all ages.
She said the lights will be enhanced this year by installing new stars on the lights crossing Cheshire Street and putting stars on the Christmas Trees.   A meeting has taken place with the Christmas Lighting contractor at which discussions took place about using the current brackets and electrical cabling for small Christmas trees; the contractor is not willing to connect to the electric supplies as they have not been tested and some do not have electrical breakers.  
The Town Council do not have wayleave agreements for the brackets on enough buildings to make an impact. The wayleave agreements will be looked at and any additional buildings that need agreements identified so they can be in place ready for Christmas 2020.
13.SF
UPDATES AND INFORMATION


To receive verbal updates on the following:

1) Cemetery Lodge
The refurbishment is complete; the lodge now provides a welfare facility for staff and visitors to the cemetery. 
2) Extreme Tour
The events at the Skatepark and the Zone were both successful; Extreme Tour are keen to come again next year.
3) Walkmills Meadows 
The area has been tidied up and a management plan provided by Shropshire Council Outdoor Services Team.
4) Watering of summer floral displays 
A quote has been requested for outsourcing the watering during the summer months.  The costs will be compared against the cost of employing someone temporarily over the summer months.
5) Advise on criminal prosecutions and legal civic proceedings 
The Town Council’s solicitor does not deal with civil actions; the Clerk has asked them to recommend another solicitor to be contacted for advice.
The meeting concluded at 8.35pm

Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

