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S&F.MARCH.19

 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
21 March 2019 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft (Chairman) M. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough, 

M. Smith, R. Smith, M. Whittle 
Also present: 3 members of the public

Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

1. SF
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors: T. Beckett, Mrs. J. Beckett and I. Nellins
2. SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3. SF
MINUTES
Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED: 
To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities committee held on 7 February 2019.
4. SF 
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting

5. SF       
IN BLOOM COMPETITION 2019
The Chair explained that the cost for the provision of the hanging baskets is £3,995.  He asked Councillors to consider extending the current contract for a further three years.
Councillor Whittle said that the current contractors do a very good job; the hanging baskets give a positive impression of the town.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To extend the contract with the current provider for an additional 3 years allowing for annual inflation increases.
Councillors agreed the dates for the In Bloom Competition as:

Closing date:  12 July 2019

Residents category judging: 17 July 2019

Business category judging: 18 July 2019

Councillors discussed the judging of the competition and Councillor R Smith said that he and his wife would be happy to be judges again.  
Councillor Edmunds judged the competition last year; it was suggested she may like to judge the 2019 competition.  As Councillor Edmunds was not at the meeting to confirm her availability Councillor M. Smith volunteered to be a reserve judge.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor M Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
That the judges for the In Bloom Competition 2019 are Councillor R Smith and his wife and Councillor Edmunds, with Councillor M Smith as reserve judge.
6. SF     WALKMILL MEADOW
The chair explained that Shropshire Council has requested funding towards the maintenance of Walkmill Meadow.
Councillor Whittle asked if Shropshire Council would keep requesting more funding as he was concerned there is no budget.  He also said that Shropshire Council had not provided an explanation of what work would be carried out or what has been done in the past.
Councillor Glover said it has been reported that the Parks Team had its budget cut by 11.5 %.  The Clerk said that Shaun Burkey has informed the Council that he has a budget of £35,000 to maintain 14 sites.
Councillor Glover said that the volunteer group, Walkmills Partnership, have been maintaining the area for several years and that he would be loathed to provide funding without more information.  He said the Projects Officer has requested additional information which has not been provided.
Councillor Erwin said the area is known for antisocial behavior.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Gough seconded and it was RESVOLVED:

To bring the item back for discussion once the following information has been obtained from Shropshire Council: 
· The exact cost of maintaining Walkmill meadow with a breakdown of what the money is spent on.
· How much funding Shropshire Council and Severn Trent will commit towards the maintenance
· How much funding is required from the Town Council towards the maintenance.
7. SF
BENCHES ON THE CORNER OF FROGMORE ROAD
The Chair said the benches on the corner of Frogmore Road need refurbishing and that the tree roots are lifting the paving slabs.
Councillor Erwin suggested the benches be removed as there is more suitable seating in the area.

Councillor Whittle said that the seating is well used by the public and suggested obtaining a quote for installing plastic slats.  He also said that Councillors should be notified of any additional benches being installed in the Town.
8.SF
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
Festival of Lights is on the 16 November 2019.  The Clerk said the event will start to be advertised soon; it will appear in the next edition of the Messenger.
Councillor M. Smith said he has spoken to the Assistant Clerk and offered to help at the event.

Councillor Aldcroft requested an update on arrangements for the event be given at the next meeting.

9.SF
  PARTY IN THE PARK
The Chair asked Councillors to approve the use of the Town Park for Party in the Park on the 11th August 2019.

After a short discussion;

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:
To approve to use of the Town Park for the Party in the Park event on the 11th August 2019.
The Chair said that consideration also needed to be given to insurance for the event as only events organised by the Town Council can be covered under the Town Council Insurance.
Councillor Glover said that the event is not for profit and is a suitable event to promote the Town and the Town Park.

Councillor M. Smith said that being a Town Council event gives it credibility.

Councillor Whittle said that other groups that organise events in the Town receive small grants which pays towards their insurance; he suggested that these events should be included under the Town Council Insurance.

The Town Clerk said that the Town Council cannot cover events unless they are organised by the Town Council; they can be covered under the Entertainment License but not insurance.

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

That Party in the Park be adopted as a Town Council event on the proviso it does not cause a lot of extra administration for the Town Council.
10.SF
BUNTINGSDALE PARK GATES
Councillor Whittle said that Buntingsdale Park was well used; when the fence was replaced, and new gates installed access became limited.

Councillor M Smith said that Hales Sawmills are willing to provide a new wider set of metal gates which will improve access.  The existing gates will be kept in storage.
The Chair asked Councillor M Smith to keep the Clerk informed of progress.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To install a new set of wider gates at Buntingsdale Park.
11.SF
INFORMATION


The following information was NOTED:
i) Correspondence from Shropshire Council regarding the tree by the Skatepark.
ii) The Zone Groundworks will be starting w/c 1st April.

iii) Tender documents for the Street Lighting upgrade have been sent out; closing date is the 3rd April 2019.

The meeting concluded at 8.09pm

Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

