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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee of Market Drayton Town Council held on 22 March 2018 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors:  R. Aldcroft (Chairman), T. Beckett, D. Edmunds, M. Erwin, J. Gough, I. Nellins, R. Smith and M. Whittle.
Clerk:

Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk.
1.SF   APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor J. Beckett, J. Cadwallader, R. Gould and S. Glover. 
2.SF   DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests were declared.
3.SF
MINUTES
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To adopt the minutes of a Services and Facilities Committee meeting held on 8 February 2018.

4.SF
PUBLIC SESSION

No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting.

5.SF
WAR MEMORIAL
The Clerk said she has spoken to the stone mason who has confirmed it is possible to have stainless steel hooks on the two wings of the memorial and would hold sixty wreaths.  The cost of making the hooks would cost approximately £2,000, Council have this in budget but they would not hold all the wreaths and asked for members thoughts.
Councillor Erwin asked if a steel frame could be made instead of having hooks in the granite.

The Clerk said the wreaths have to be tidied up on a daily basis when they are on the memorial however feels having a frame for them would be introducing a trip hazard.

Councillor Gough said a removable frame to go on the steps at the bottom of the memorial could be an option.

The Clerk suggested this item should be deferred so that she can get some actual prices and information to ensure all the wreaths are catered for and perhaps contact other councils to ask how they manage.  
All members agreed.

The Chairman said members need to decide on the request to attach a ceramic poppy to the cross.

Councillor Nellins said he has spoken to the gentleman who has requested putting the poppy on the cross; he means well but thought it would be better suited if the poppy was put in a presentation box at the Royal British Legion instead.

The Clerk said she has spoken to the Chairman of the Poppy Appeal who did not approve of anything being attached to the memorial cross.
Councillor Nellins proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To write to the resident who requested putting a poppy on the cross saying Town Council appreciate his kind gesture but after consultation it was not approved.
6.SF
CEMETERY
i) Cemetery Wall
The Chairman said the cemetery wall on Prospect Road has been knocked down and said we should get some quotes to get the wall repaired and to make some enquiries with the persons insurance who ran into it.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To identify the person who caused the damage to the cemetery wall, to get a quote to repair the wall and invoice the person who caused the damage.

ii) Fees at the cemetery for the financial year 2018/19
The Clerk said she has looked at the Office of National Statistics today and in January inflation was 2.7% and February inflation was 2.5%; members were asked to consider if they wanted to increase the cemetery fees.
The Chairman said the Council have been considerably behind and have brought the fees in line with other local Councils last year and thought this should be reviewed and increased in line with the national statistics each year so that we do not get behind again.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Erwin seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To increase the cemetery fees by 2.5% in the financial year 2018/19.
7.SF
IN BLOOM
The Chairman asked for nominees and suitable dates to judge and the In Bloom competition.

After a brief discussion:

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:

For Councillor Erwin, Councillor Edmunds, Councillor Smith and Mrs. Smith to judge the In Bloom competition.
Judging dates are:

Tuesday 10 July 2018
-
To judge Residents gardens

Thursday 12 July 2018 
-
To judge Commercial gardens
8.SF
BENCH FOR THE SKATEPARK
The Clerk said it was Councillor Whittle who asked for this item to be put on the agenda
The Chairman said he completed an audit on the parks last year and thought there were too many benches on Dalelands Park and suggested removing two benches from this park to put down the skatepark.

The Clerk said these benches are very old but have been refurbished last year.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To remove two benches from Dalelands park and re-site them at the skatepark.

9.SF
PROJECT UPDATES

i) Town Hall public toilets

The Clerk said the new toilets look great and have had the grand opening day with the Mayor and local press.

She said within a week they took £28.00; fees will approximately come to £1,500 per year, this will be shown in the public toilets income within the budget and suggested ring fencing this money to spend on the public toilets in the future.
The Chairman said the middle maintenance door window should be blanked off to stop people thinking it was a toilet.

The Clerk said she will get this done.

ii) The Zone

The Clerk said The Zone is proceeding nicely; there is an open day planned for 7 May with lots of activities scheduled.

Councillor Erwin asked if the kitchen has been sorted.

The Clerk said yes.

The Chairman said it would be nice to have a gathering with members, residents who live by The Zone and volunteers before the opening date to have a look around the facility.

iii) Newport Road public toilets
The Chairman said it was agreed to have a minimal refurbishment to get them operational and opened soon and look into getting them refurbished at a later date once costings have been received.
The Clerk said it has been organized for a plumber and an electrician to work on the toilets next week with the hope of reopening them before Easter.

Councillor Whittle said Council should look at putting CCTV in the area and asked how much this refurbishment will cost.

The Clerk said when the new member of staff starts in April they will look into putting CCTV in the area and the costs of this refurbishment is approximately £1,500 to include new security lights.
Councillor Gough said there should be a warning sign on the toilets saying if the toilets are vandalized they will be closed and will not be reopening.
Councillor Aldcroft said he will put a CCTV item on his next agenda to discuss further.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To do a minimal refurbishment at Newport Road toilets until such time of costings to fully refurbish the toilets to include removal of the water tank can be obtained.

The Clerk said the contractors are progressing well with the new staff toilets; the current disabled toilet was not up to DDA standard so it has now been made bigger to comply.
Councillor Erwin asked if the Clerk has managed to get more quotes for the DDA ramp at the side of the Town Hall.

The Clerk said she has contacted a number of local builders; one builder came into the Town Hall this morning but did not wait for her to come down.  When quotes come in they will be reported to members.
Councillor T. Beckett left the Chamber.

10.SF
INFORMATION

The Clerk said after the incident last week the Town Hall burglar alarm has now been serviced and key holder members need to know the procedure to use the alarm in order for it to be activated.  She asked old members have been taken off the system and asked that members on the system to come into the Town Hall at their earliest convenience so that they can be told the relevant information.
The Clerk also said that she and the Assistant Clerk have attended a Data Protection course which will come into action on 25 May; as a result they will be locking their office doors.
The meeting concluded at 8.25 pm.
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