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 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
22nd November 2018 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft (Chairman), T. Beckett, J Cadwallader,
D. Edmunds, M. Erwin, S. Glover, J. Gough. I Nellins, R. Smith, M. Whittle 
Also present: 1 member of the public

Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

1. SF
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor: Mrs J Beckett
2. SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3. SF
MINUTES
Councillor Smith proposed, Councillor Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED with two abstentions:
To agree and adopt the minutes of a meeting of the Community and Governance committee held on 20th September 2018.
4. SF 
PUBLIC SESSION
Standing orders were suspended to give a resident the opportunity to speak freely.
A member of the public said he was strongly against the removal of the hedge on Manor Gardens as it has been there for a long time and is home to a variety of wildlife including hedgehogs and birds.  He said the removal of the hedge will not improve road safety as more cars will park down the road and children may climb over the hedge and run onto the road, also there would be no cost savings as the remaining hedges will still need to be maintained.   The gentleman said the main reasons people want the hedge removed is because the tree in the middle of the hedge grows out over the road; the hedge has recently been cut and looks good, if the hedge could be better maintained there would not be a problem.

Councillor Erwin asked the gentleman if he has been approached to sign the petition for the hedge to be removed.  The gentleman responded that he had not signed or been asked to sign the petition.
The chair thanked the member of the public for his comments.
The meeting went back into committee.
The Chair suggested and the Councillors agreed to discuss agenda item 9.SF update on the possible removal of the hedge on Manor Gardens next.
The Chair said since the hedge has been cut back there have not been any complaints.  The Chair and the Clerk have discussed the hedge being maintaining at its current level by the Town Council Staff rather than removing it; the cost to the Town Council would be negligible.

Councillor Cadwallader agreed the hedge looks better since it has been trimmed. Farmers are not allowed to cut hedges from March to September; he suggested the hedge be cut outsides of these parameters. 
Councillor Beckett said the Town Council made the resolution to remove the hedge based on the information available at the meeting; it has now become apparent that the information provided did not reflect the views of most of the residents.
The Clerk agreed to ensure the hedge is maintained correctly and look into the issues relating to the tree in the hedge.
Councillor Whittle proposed and Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
Not to remove the hedge; this decision is based on new and additional information.  The previous resolution was to remove the hedge based on inaccurate information.
5. SF       SIGNAGE
Councillor Whittle said the signage for both pedestrian and vehicles for the Town Park is inadequate and that he would like to see additional signs attached to the Council building, by B&M Bargains, on Cemetery Road and on the corner by the Beacon Community Centre.

The Clerk said additional finger posts could be installed; permissions would need to be obtained from Shropshire Council.

Councillor Aldcroft suggested that he and the Town Clerk audit the current signage, decide suitable locations and obtain the necessary permissions for the erection of new signs.
Councillor Aldcroft proposed and Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
The Chair and Town Clerk be given designated powers to organize the erection of Town Park signage at suitable locations within the Town up to a cost of £1,500.
6. SF     WAR MEMORIAL
i) The Chair explained that a request has been received from a resident to have a commemorative poppy placed at the back of the war memorial; a drawing of the proposal was previously circulated.

Councillor Whittle said that you cannot attach anything to the War Memorial.  The poppy should be located away from the War Memorial.
Councillor Becket proposed and Councillor Edmunds Seconded and it was RESOLVED:
That the final decision of the council is that nothing can be fixed to the War Memorial and the issue will be not discussed again.  
To suggest the poppy be displayed in the foyer of the British Legion

ii) The Chair asked Councillors to consider putting a wire across the wall at the back of the war memorial to place wreaths on.

Councillor Whittle said there are already various drill holes that wires could be attached to.

Councillor Erwin said that permissions would need to be obtained from the owners of the wall.

Councillor Beckett proposed and Councillor Gough seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To install hanging wires on the wall at the back of the war memorial subject to obtaining permission from the owners of the wall.

7. SF
PINK BENCH
The chair said a resident has requested a pink bench be installed in the town in memory of breast cancer victims.
Councillor Glover said that other charities and their colours should be considered as further requests could be received, eg. Mind is blue, Hope House is a variety of colours.
Councillor Cadwallader said installation of benches has been discussed previously and the Council agreed all new benches should be standardised.

Councillor Erwin proposed and Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
Not to allow the placing of a pink bench in the town.  All new benches installed in the Town should be standardised; including colour.
8.SF
BUDGET 2018/19
The Chair said he would like to put some money in the budget for 2018/19 to refurbish the cemetery lodge which is in desperate need of repair; the cemetery lodge hosts the Sexton’s office.

Councillor Aldcroft suggested and Councillor Cadwallader seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To put a total of £17,000 in to budget to refurbish the Cemetery Lodge. 

To look at recovering the costs through cemetery income.
9.SF
  REMOVAL OF HEDGE AND TREE
The Clerk said Western Power have requested the removal of the trees on Buntingsdale Recreation area, along the road side, as power lines go through the middle of the trees.  Shropshire Council have been approached and they agree that the trees need to be cut down.
Western Power will cover the cost of the removal and replanting of new trees on a 2 or 1 basis.

The Clerk updated Councillors regarding the large tree by the Skate Park.  Shropshire Council Tree Officer has inspected the tree again and reported that the tree is currently in a robust condition and does not need removing.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed and Councillor Smith seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To request a written inspection report from Shropshire Council on the condition of the tree by the Skatepark.
10. SF      UPDATE ON PROJECTS
The Projects Officer gave the following verbal update:

Remembrance Sunday - the Remembrance Parade and Lighting of the Beacon events were both very well attended. 

Festival of Lights, organised by the assistant clerk - a very successful day with a huge attendance.
The Zone - We have met with three contractors on site regarding the groundworks.  
The Zones financial year runs from October to October; we are currently completing the end of year reporting.   
Coin operated doors at Newport Road Toilets - Two quotes have been received, we are struggling to obtain a third quote.
Picnic Area - Expression of interest has been sent to Shropshire Council.
Councillor Whittle thanked the Assistant Clerk, Projects Officer and all outside staff involved in the Festival of Lights for organizing and supporting the event.

The meeting concluded at 8.30pm

Chairman
 ………………………………

Date  

 …………………

