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Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
23 September 2021 at 7.30pm. 
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, A. Allen, B. Chapman, M. Erwin, T. Manton, M. Smith, and M. Whittle (Chairman).
There was 1 member of the public present and 5 members of the public listening via Teams
Present:  Town Clerk and Projects Officer
1.SF
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Beckett, Hughes and Nellins due to prior engagements.
2.SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no disclosable pecuniary interests declared.
3.SF
PUBLIC SESSION

No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting. 
4.SF
MINUTES

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Chapman seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To agree and confirm the minutes of the Services and Facilities Committee meeting held on 5 August 2021.

5.SF
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Information was circulated prior to the meeting.


LED Christmas Tree

The Clerk said the Christmas lights contractor is having problems with their suppliers, the programmable software that alters the colour and style of lighting on the LED Christmas Tree is not available, as an alternative confetti coloured lights have been suggested. 

She said the proposed community competition to decide which colour light was preferred on the tree would have to be put on hold this year.

Projector



The proposal is to install a projector on the library building to project moving images on the ground in front of the library.  The projector could also be used throughout the year to project various images. 


Small Christmas trees


Small Christmas trees could be purchased and trialled in Queen Street to make that area more festive.


The Clerk asked for members thoughts.  

Councillor Erwin asked if the three-foot Christmas trees would be real or artificial?  He remembers trialling small artificial solar powered trees one year but they were not very successful.


The Clerk said the trees would be artificial and have battery operated lights on a timer; the necessary approvals would be sought from property owners for new brackets to be installed.   If they were successful could be rolled out in other locations the following year.


Councillor Erwin referred to the request for funding for Christmas lights under Shropshire Councils Welcome Back Fund; he asked if they have confirmed an amount yet.

The Clerk said she has not heard anything back from Shropshire Council regarding the costings for the work; due to limited time she is keen to move forward with purchasing new equipment from within Town Council.

Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To give delegated powers to the Clerk to progress with purchasing new Christmas Lights within the budget available.
6.SF
RESIDENTS CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION

Information was circulated prior to the meeting.


The Chairman asked for members thoughts on holding a Residents Christmas Lights competition this year. 

All members supported the idea.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Chapman seconded, and it was RESOLVED:


To hold a Residents Christmas Lights Competition.

To advertise the competition on the website and Facebook page along with the entry form. 


Entries to be judged by Councillor Allen, Chapman, and Whittle. 


The categories to be: 
Best individual resident.









Best Garden.







Best Overall resident.


Prizes to be:


First prize a £20.00 voucher







Second prize a £10.00 voucher


To be taken out of the Christmas Lights event fund.


Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Allen seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To give delegated powers to the Clerk to progress with the arrangements for the residents Christmas Lights competition and report back at the next meeting.
7.SF
CHERRY WAY PLAY AREA

Information was circulated prior to the meeting.


The Chairman said the swing seats have been removed from the frame due to safety concerns; the recommendations from the Play Area Working Party Group is to relocate the swings as per quotation provided. 


Councillor Aldcroft said the swings have been out of use for a long time and thought the work should be carried out as soon as possible.


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Chapman seconded, and it was RESOLVED:


To go ahead and remove the swing frame at Cherry Way Play area and investigate the suitability of the ground to be repositioned.


Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Aldcroft seconded, and it was RESOLVED:


Delegated powers to the Clerk to decide the appropriate option on relocating the swing frame once the investigation works have been made.

Councillor Chapman informed members that the see saw on that park was recently taken away due to a cracked spring, making it unsafe for children to use.  He said it is a mechanical failure and thought the supplier should recoup the cost and send out a replacement.  

The Clerk said she has a quote for a replacement spring as believed the company who installed the seesaw has ceased trading.

The Chairman said perhaps this could be covered on the insurance.


The Clerk said she will look into the process of making a claim on the insurance for the seesaw and report back to members.
8.SF
UPDATES/INFORMATION

Street Trading Licencing

       Shropshire Council licencing team has indicated that as there is an existing and 

       established chartered market in Market Drayton, it will take precedence over street 
       trading.  Shropshire Council Estates are looking for a copy of the market charter in 

       their archives.  A virtual meeting is being arranged with the working group and 
       representatives from Shropshire Council Estates and Licencing Teams.

Councillor Aldcroft asked when is the virtual meeting being arranged with the Working Group and representatives from Shropshire Council Estates and Licencing Teams?


The Clerk said she is waiting on a date to be confirmed from Shropshire Council and will chase this up.


The Zone

       A meeting is being arranged with the Zone Community Group to discuss the future
       of the Zone Project.

Planters on Queen Street
      Two planters have been delivered and will be put out when the winter bedding
      plants arrive at the end of the month.


Councillor Manton said the street is so nice and has a lovely atmosphere; he thought two planters were not enough in the area and asked if more could be purchased in the future.

The Chairman said to consider purchasing additional planters should be put as an agenda item in three months’ time.
       Welcome Back Fund 
       The list of town centre improvement/Christmas Lights has been submitted to
       Shropshire Council.  The work is being priced up for Council to agree.
        Newport Road Toilets 
        A copy of the transfer documents for the toilets has been requested from
        Shropshire Council; Council can then check if there are any restrictions relating to
        future use of the toilet block.


 Youth Club – Phoenix Centre 
             To note the youth club reports from Shropshire Youth Association for the summer   term.

Members NOTED the updates/information.
9.SF
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS


Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Allen seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

      That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted 
      which will involve the likely disclosure of exempt information relating to 
      establishment and contractual matters as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A, 
      Local Government Act 1972, and pursuant to the provisions of the Public 
      Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 
      temporarily excluded from the meeting and they are instructed to withdraw.


The member of public left the Chamber.
10.SF
CLEANING TENDER

After an in-depth discussion about the tenders for the cleaning of the Town Council premises:

Councillor Allen proposed, Councillor Manton seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To accept Tender B at a cost of £56,017.54 over a three-year period. 

The meeting concluded at 7.53 pm.


Chairman:
…………………………
Date: 

…………………………

