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Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
24 June 2021 at 7.46pm. 
PRESENT: Councillors: A. Allen, T. Beckett, B. Chapman, G. Chevins, M. Erwin, R. Hughes, T. Manton, I. Nellins, M. Smith, and M. Whittle (Chair).
There was one members of the public present and 8 members of the public listening via Teams
Present:  Town Clerk and Projects Officer
1.SF
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Aldcroft and Councillor R. Smith.
2.SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no disclosable pecuniary interests declared.
3.SF
PUBLIC SESSION

Standing Orders were suspended to allow a member of the public to speak.

A member of the public requested that Shropshire Councillors and Town Councillors consider the following issues: 
· A recycling point in the town
· A dog fouling and litter warden for the town
· Becoming a ‘ciggy free town’
· Helping market stallholders to acquire non-plastic wrapping and Shropshire

         becoming the first County to be plastic wrapper free.

· The Town Council to officially request the drains on Manor Gardens be cleaned.
· The Town Council to officially request that Shropshire Council contact landlords of neglected properties in the Town to enforce necessary repair work.
· The Town Council pay for Severn Trent to be called out to fix the sewage problem on Manor Gardens.  Connexus and Severn Trent have been contacted previously; residents cannot afford to pay the charges. 

· Providing a place for young people to meet socially in an evening

Councillor Nellins said he is the Shropshire Council Portfolio Holder for Climate Change, Natural Assets & The Green Economy.  He said Shropshire Council are looking at the possibility of a mobile recycling centre and additional curbside collections to help with recycling.  Shropshire Council are also looking at the possibility of Traffic Wardens issuing fines for dog fouling and littering.

Councillor Chapman said he is discussing a possible recycling point with Connexus at Fairfields.  

The Chair thanked the resident for attending the meeting and for her comments.


The member of the public left the meeting.


The meeting went back into Committee.
4.SF 
MINUTES

Councillor Becket proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded, and it was RESOLVED with 3 abstentions:

To agree and confirm the minutes of the Services and Facilities Committee meeting held on 25 March 2021.
5.SF
PLAY AREAS

i.  Upgrading Play Areas

Information was circulated prior to the meeting.

The Chair said the Town Council manages 12 Parks. He asked Councillors
to consider producing a programme for upgrading the play areas, including a request from a Councillor to install a Multi-Use Games Area on Buntingsdale play area which would cost in the region of £40,000 - £50,000
Councillor Manton said that usage of the play areas should be considered along with facilities for disabled members of the community to ensure play areas are inclusive.

Councillor Chapman suggested an audit of all the equipment on the play areas be carried out as this would enable Council to prioritize projects for budget allocation.
The Clerk said that details of all equipment is listed in the Rospa Report. 

Councillor Manton proposed, Councillor Allen seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To set up a working group to produce a programme of upgrades for the recreation areas.

Working Group Membership – Councillors Allen, Chapman, Chevins and Whittle.
The Clerk to arrange a meeting of the working group.
ii. Croft Way Play Area
The Clerk said an expression of interest has been submitted and approved by Shropshire Council for Community Infrastructure Levy Funding towards extending the play area at Croft Way; the extension is needed as this play area is the nearest to the additional housing built at Rush Lane.  The request is for £50,000 from the Community Infrastructure Fund; match funding of £10,000 has been included from Town Council.  The Clerk said that a resolution is required from Council in order to progress with the next stage of the funding process.
Councillor Hughes said it is important that Community Infrastructure money is spent locally
Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded, and it was RESOLVED: 

To progress with the funding application for Community Infrastructure Levy Funding towards extending the play area at Croft Way.

Town Council to allocate £10,000 towards extending the play area at Croft Way. 
iii.  Cherry Way Play Area
Information was circulated prior to the meeting.

The Chair explained that the swing seats have been removed from the swing frame due to safety concerns.  

The Clerk said that the foundations of the play area are not very good, the area previously had garages on which were demolished.   The swings have now become unstable and need to be relocated. 
Councillor Erwin suggested that the work be looked at by the Play Area Working Group and prioritised along with other play areas.
The Clerk said that the swings have already been taken down and having the issue delegated to the working group would cause an additional delay.
After a short discussion it was agreed that this item would be considered by the Play Area Working Group.
6.SF
MARKET DRAYTON TRADERS ASSOCIATION

Information was circulated prior to the meeting.

The Chair said that the following requests have been received from the Market Drayton Traders Association and asked for comments.

i. The Town Council to consider administering Street Trading Licences.
The Clerk said that she had spoken to Shropshire Council and there is quite a lot of responsibility involved with taking on the legal responsibility of having the power to administer street trading licences.  It is not known how many licences are issued for the town but taking on the administration would be an increase in workload for the office staff.  The cost of the licences from Shropshire Council is currently prohibitive, if the cost was reduced more licences may be requested.  
Councillor Manton said he was concerned about the additional work and cost involved in taking on the issuing of licences, but there is a very vibrant trading community in the town and the Town Council should support them.


The Clerk said the council should try and help the fledgling traders association and asked Councillors to set up a working group to look into the legalities and logistics of administering the licences and if licences could be issued for less cost to the applicant.  

Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Beckett seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To set up a working group to produce a recommendation as to whether the Town Council should take on the power to administer street trading    

 licences.
Working group members:   Councillors Manton, Hughes, Whittle, M. Smith, Allen.
ii. To consider supporting the ideas of the Market Drayton Traders Association in connection with parking charges.  

The Chair said that he thought the Traders association should be supported with this request.

Councillor Nellins said there are already some parking concessions and that he supported requesting more.  
Councillor Hughes said that originally the Town Council requested parking charges in the Town. When the Town Centre car parks were free the car parks were full by 9am with office workers/town centre workers cars; there was no available parking for visitors or shoppers.

After a short discussion;
Councillor Hughes proposed, Councillor Manton seconded, and it was RESOLVED:
To support the ideas of Market Drayton Traders Association in connection with parking charges.
To suggest the following measure be requested: 

· Free parking on a Wednesday from 10am-3pm.

· Extending the free parking time of 10 mins to 30 minutes

· Parking permits be available for market traders.
Councillor Hughes left the meeting
iii. To consider supporting the Market Drayton Traders Association in setting up a Market Drayton Town Team.  



The Clerk said that the Town Council already has some representatives on the Traders Association.

She said that Town Teams are often involved in the production of Town Master Plans and business plans as they are community led.

The Chair asked if the group could use the chamber for their meetings.


 It was agreed to send a letter of support in setting up a Town Team, offer the  

       chamber for their meetings and suggest the production of a Town business plan.
7.SF
CONTRACTS 
i. Cleaning Contract 


The cleaning contract runs out in September 2021 for the cleaning of the Town Hall, Cemetery Lodge and toilets on Frogmore Road, Newport Road and Towers Lawn.


The Clerk said that there are no issues with the current cleaners, but the current contract is coming to an end needs to be readvertised.


Councillor Allen raised concern regarding the cleanliness of the gents Toilets at Towers Lawn.


Councillor Beckett proposed, Councillor Manton seconded, and it was RESOLVED:          


To go out to tender for the cleaning contract for the Town Hall, Cemetery Lodge and toilets on Frogmore Road, Newport Road and Towers Lawn. 
ii. CCTV Maintenance Contract

The Chair said the CCTV System was updated in 2020 and new cameras installed.  There are currently 33 CCTV Cameras and 2 number plate recognition cameras.

Councillor M. Smith said the company that installed the new cameras gave 12 months free maintenance cover and that the Cameras have a warranty.  He suggested that a maintenance contract is not needed until phase three of the project is completed; the installation of approximately 20 new cameras on the Town Park, Skate Park and the Zone.  A maintenance contract could be offered to any CCTV Company.

Councillor Manton asked when phase three is being implemented.  Councillor M. Smith said that funding is required from the Police and Crime Commissioner.
The Clerk said phase three is subject to budget and may need to be looked at next year.

It was agreed that the maintenance contract would be brought back for consideration at a later date.
8.SF
NEWPORT ROAD TOILET


The Chair said the toilet on Newport Road is currently being closed at 3.30pm due to incidents of vandalism; usual closing time is 6pm.  He said the toilet has not been vandalised since it has been closed early.

Councillor Becket asked if any complaints have been received regarding the earlier closing of the toilet.  The Clerk said non had been received.


Councillor Chevins said the empty toilet blocks should be utilised as retail property.  The Clerk said that it would be expensive to remove all the pipework, tanks etc.  It was agreed to have an agenda item at the next meeting to discuss the future use of the empty toilet blocks at Newport Road.

After a short discussion;

Councillor Beckett proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded, and it was RESOLVED:


To continue closing the toilets on Newport Road at 3.30pm until further notice.

9.SF
PLANTERS ON QUEEN STREET


Information was circulated prior to the meeting.


The Chair said a request has been received to consider purchasing planters to be placed on Queen Street.  The Chair said that previously planters have been removed due to vandalism, however, he supported the request for new planters to be installed and asked for comments.

Councillor Erwin asked if hanging baskets could be put on Queen Street.  The Clerk explained that the buildings are too low for hanging baskets.


Councillor Chapman expressed concern about the location of the planters and said that consideration needs to be given to their locations so they do not prohibit access to the businesses on Queen Street.  The Chair said the planters could be moved upon request.  The Clerk suggested asking business owners if they are in agreement with the planters being installed.

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Nellins seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To purchase two new planters to be put on Queen Street.
10.SF
INFORMATION/UPDATES

The Chair read out the following information:
i) School Street Scheme – this was a pilot scheme in Shrewsbury during the Covid Pandemic.  Shropshire Council are introducing a 20 mile an hour speed limit scheme outside all Schools.

ii) NHS Day – The coffee morning/afternoon is taking place at the Medical Practice on Monday 5th July 2021.  A banner will be put up in Cheshire Street and bunting will be put around the Buttercross. 

iii) The Market Drayton Cubs have been planting flowers in the garden at the Town Park to complete their gardening badge. 

11.SF
THE ZONE

Information was circulated prior to the meeting.


The Chair said a copy of the Zone Steering Group minutes were circulated with the agenda for information.

He said a resident has requested the Zone to be open most evenings to provide a place for young people to meet.  

Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded, and it was RESOLVED:


That agenda 11.SF be discussed under Agenda Item 13.SF

12.SF
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC PRESS


Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Chapman seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To resolve: that in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which will involve the likely disclosure of exempt information relating to establishment and contractual matters as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972, and pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting, and they are instructed to withdraw.
13.SF
THE ZONE

Information was circulated prior to the meeting.


Councillor Chapman updated Councillors on the Zone Community Project.  He said that the Lottery Funded project is due to end in September 2021; conversations are ongoing with the Lottery regarding a 1-2 year project extension. 

He explained that there is a project underspend and subject to Town Council and Big Lottery approval the recommendation from the Councillors on the Zone Steering group is to set up a Trust to manage the project and recruit a Zone Manager for 1-2 years to work with the community group to ensure they can manage the building when the lottery funded project ends.

Councillor Chapman suggested the recruitment of the Zone Manager be delegated to the Councillors on the Zone Steering Group rather than the Personnel Committee; the position would be paid for by lottery funding.

Councillor Chapman proposed, Councillor Erwin seconded, and it was RESOLVED


Councillor Aldcroft, Chapman and Hughes (members of the Zone Community group) be given delegated powers to recruit a Zone Project Manager, subject to Big Lottery approval.


A progress report to be given at future meetings.
     The meeting concluded at 9.00pm
  Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

