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Market Drayton Town Council

Minutes of an meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee of Market Drayton Town Council held on 26 May 2016 at 7.15pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.

PRESENT: Councillors: J Beckett, T Beckett, D. M Erwin, J. Gough, R Hughes (Chairman), D Minnery, C. Purcell, V Taylor and M. Whittle. 
Also present: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, K. Brown, J. Cadwallader, D. S. Erwin, S. Glover, L. Ridgway and R. Smith.
Also present: 1 member of the press.
Clerk:

Town Clerk & Assistant Clerk.
16.17.SF
APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence received.
16.18.SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests raised.
16.19.SF
SKATEBOARD PARK
The Chairman confirmed again to members that the Town Council have been awarded a grant of £75,000 to have a new skateboard park and he would like to start the tender process to get the work completed.

Councillor Ridgway congratulated Councillor Hughes for winning another bid.  He said it is fantastic news and it will be a real asset to the town.

Councillor Minnery asked if the money would cover the cost of new public toilets at the park.

The Chairman said the toilets are not included in the works but they do need to be updated because they are very old and in a bad state of repair.  He said we are experiencing anti-social behaviour with these toilets and must be considered to be totally upgraded next year.

Councillor Aldcroft asked if there are any plan designs of the new skate park he could have a look at.
The Chairman said he hadn’t at this moment in time; a user group has been set up which is part of the Lottery guidelines people will be invited to meet up with the group to draw up what they would like to see at the park.  He said once this has been done he will update Councillors.

Councillor Taylor proposed, Councillor T. Beckett seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree to go ahead and start the tender process for the new skate board park.
16.20.SF
REPLACEMENT VEHICLE
The Chairman said he thought it was necessary to replace the oldest vehicle in the Town Council’s fleet.  He confirmed that there is £9,280 in Earmark Reserves and £3,000 in budget to do this.
Councillor Taylor asked which vehicle needed to be replaced.

The Chairman said the blue Vauxhall Astra van which was purchased approximately eight years ago.  He said this vehicle has now gone beyond economic repair and would be in danger of passing the next M.O.T.

He said two vehicles have been sourced; one in the south costing £8,000, it has done 30,000 with an off loader back which would suit T.C. needs perfectly.

The second vehicle is in Preston, it has done slightly less miles costing between £11,000 and £12,000 but does not have the tipping option.

The Chairman thought the vehicle with the tipping option would be the most sensible option because this enables the outside staff to dispose of green waste cheaper than what they currently do.

Councillor Taylor asked for the Town Clerk to purchase the vehicle.

The Chairman said the Clerk purchases all the vehicles.

Councillor Aldcroft asked if the Town Council has a policy in place for purchasing replacement vehicles.  He said it could be an option to use different fuel vehicles such as electric vehicles.
The Chairman said the Council do not have a policy; the vehicles do not do a lot of miles and electric vehicles are not suitable to carry out the work required.

Councillor Aldcroft said he would have liked to have seen more details regarding the vehicles such as model, mileage, price and where the money is coming from on the agenda so he had the details in front of him to compare.  He asked if this could be the case in future large purchases.

The Chairman said he has taken Councillor Aldcroft’s comments on board and will ensure details of capital items purchased in the future are on the agenda.  He did add that money has been added each year in the budget to enable the Council to buy a new vehicle.
Councillor Ridgway proposed, Councillor Purcell seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:
To agree to go ahead for the Clerk to purchase a new vehicle with the tipping option on behalf of the Town Council.
Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Taylor seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree that in the future breakdown of capital items purchases and where in the budget the money is coming from is included on the agenda.
The meeting concluded at 7.28 pm
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