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Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
26 November 2020 at 7.30pm 
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft (Chair), A. Cartwright, M. Erwin, S. Glover (Vice Chair) J. Gough, D. Minnery, M Smith, R. Smith  and M. Whittle (joined for the last few minutes)
Also in attendance: Eleven members of the public
Clerk:  Town Clerk and Projects Officer

      The Chair announced the meeting was being recorded and live streamed.
1.SF
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs. J Beckett and T. Beckett due to work commitments.
2.SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3.SF 
MINUTES

Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor M. Smith seconded, and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:


To agree and confirm the minutes of the Services and Facilities Committee meeting held on 24 September 2020.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor M. Smith seconded, and it was RESOLVED with one abstention:

To agree and confirm the minutes of the Extraordinary Service and Facilities Committee meeting held on the 8 October 2020.

4.SF
PUBLIC SESSION

No members of the public had requested to speak
5.SF
NOTICE TO TOWN COUNCIL OF NOMINATION OF LAND AT LONGFORD TURNING AS AN AREA OF COMMUNITY VALUE 


Information was circulated prior to the meeting




The Chair said that Council has received a request from Shropshire Council for information relating to a nomination to register the land at Longford Turning as an Area of Community Value.  

The request is for answers to specific questions.  The Clerk read out the questions:


•
Is the land/Property currently used by the community?


•
If not, when did the use cease?


•
How Long the asset has been used by the community for?


•
What kind of community activities occur there and how often do they occur?

Councillors discussed and agreed suitable responses.

Councillor Minnery said that the Town Council should include a statement in support of the application.  He also said the area was originally left as a buffer when the business park was developed and that it should be left as a buffer.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded, and it was RESOLVED:


To submit the following response to Shropshire Council:


Yes, used as a public footpath


Part of the site has been used for over 60 years, the other part over 30 years.


Constantly in regular use throughout the day


Dog walking, rambling, bird watching, nature studies, training and exercise.


Market Drayton Town Council support the application; the area should be kept as a buffer area between the business park and housing

6.SF
YOUTH PROVISION


Information was circulated prior to the meeting


The Chair said that youth provision, in the form of youth clubs, is being removed from Market Drayton by Shropshire Council at the end of this financial year.

This item is to consider funding youth clubs at the Phoenix Centre from April 2021.  
The Clerk said that the information provided by Shropshire Youth Association sets out the cost to continue providing two sessions; she said that members could consider budgeting for one session then look at the provision in 12 months time. She said that youth provision is also being provided at the Zone.

Councillor M Smith asked if any information was available relating to attendance at the youth club at the Phoenix Centre.  
The Clerk said that no recent monitoring information had been received from Shropshire Youth Association.
Councillor Minnery said he didn’t have the figures in front of him, but he recalled that there were more young people attending the Phoenix Centre than could be accommodated at the Zone.  He said he was not in favour of reducing the amount of current provision.

Councillor Glover referred to minutes of the Community and Governance meeting held in March that stated a meeting should be held in March regarding the future of youth provision and a breakdown of the costs provided.  He said that full information needs to be made available, including attendance numbers and costs, before a decision can be made. 
The Clerk responded saying that the figures circulated set out the full cost of running the sessions and that the meeting in March was not held due to Covid19 restrictions.  She said a final decision regarding the extent of youth provision could be made at a later date as long as the money was included in the committee’s budget.
The Chair said that he was in favour of the expenditure as the Council need to invest in youth; young people need to have somewhere safe to go and get support and advice when needed.
Councillor Erwin suggested that the money be put in budget and that a representative from the Youth Club to be invited to attend a future meeting to provide any additional information.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor Gough seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To include £17,500 in budget for youth provision.

To invite a representative from the Youth Club to a meeting to provide additional information about the youth provision at the Phoenix Centre.

7.SF
BUDGET

Information was circulated prior to the meeting


The Chair said that this item is to consider and agree the budget for this committee for the financial year 2021/22.  

Councillor Minnery asked why there was such an increase in the Cemetery Budget.  The Clerk explained that £10,000 was moved into the cemetery budget from General Reserves to cover the unforeseen cost of installing and repairing paths at the Cemetery.  She explained that additional budget has been allocated in next year’s budget to cover further additional work needed.


Councillor Erwin asked if the brushes for the mower had been budgeted for.  The Clerk explained that she had met with Councillor Gough and they agreed to proceed with ordering the equipment discussed at the last meeting. 


Councillor Cartwright asked if additional money should be included in the CCTV budget as additional Cameras are being installed.  

Councillor M Smith explained that no additional costs should be incurred as the new cameras are covered by a 3-year warranty.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Minnery seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree the budget of £331,060 for this committee for 2021/22. 
	Proposed budget set out in appendix SF42
	£313,560

	Budget for youth provision agreed under item 6.SF of this meeting
	  £17,500

	Total budget approved
	£331,060


8.SF
MONUMENT

The Chair said that he and the Clerk had considered locations for the installation of a Covid19 Monument and propose it be installed at the back of the library, on the grassed area under the clock, as indicated in the document circulated prior to the meeting.

Councillor R. Smith said that he fully supports the proposed location as it is the most advantageous place for the monument to be situated for people to see it.  Councillor Minnery concurred with the comments.

The Clerk said that planning approval will need to be granted before the project can progress.

Councillor Minnery proposed, Councillor R. Smith seconded, and it was RESOLVED:

To install the monument at the back of the library on the grassed area.

9.SF
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL MARKET TOWN SUPPORT FUND

The Chair said that Councillor Whittle had asked him to lead on this agenda item in his absence.  

The Chair said that the Working Party met with the Traders Association to identify projects that the £5,000 Market Town Support Fund could be allocated.  The Working Group had identified 10 project ideas; details of which were circulated prior to the meeting.

Councillor Glover said the working group met with two representatives from the Traders association, he suggested the project ideas should be listed in order or priority.


The Chair said he had a list of other project ideas from the Traders Association; he read the list out which included Fiver Fest Campaign, Shop Local Campaign, Shop Watch, Artisan markets.  

The Chair said there is a strict criteria governing the Market Town Support Fund which he did not think the project ideas discussed and circulated meet.  He suggested the working group meet again with the representatives from the Traders association to look at project ideas against the funding criteria, then to list suitable project ideas in order of priority.

A discussion took place regarding the Traders Association and their membership.  Concern was raised that the group are not representative of the traders in the town due to low membership.

The report was NOTED.  The working group should meet again to identify projects that fit the criteria. 

10.SF
CHRISTMAS

Christmas lights were switched on 13th November, the new LED Christmas tree takes pride of place on High Street.  New lights have also been installed on the Town Hall and the Library.  Projectors could not be sourced for this year.


Christmas Market was cancelled due to Covid19.

Christmas window Competition for shop and business windows in the town will take place – judging will be on 14th December 2020.
11.SF
INFORMATION

CCTV Phase Two – Installation will start week commencing 7th December.

Walkmill Meadows – It was reported that Severn Trent has reduced the amount of funding given to Shropshire Council towards the maintenance of Walkmill Meadows.

Councillor Cartwright said that he has received correspondence indicating that Severn Trent continue to pay £12,000 towards the maintenance of the area; some of that funding is however used to pay towards staff salaries, contractor payments etc. by Shropshire Council.

Councillor Cartwright to circulate the correspondence.  Councillor Aldcroft to make enquiries with Shropshire Council regarding expenditure.


Councillor Whittle joined the meeting.


Councillor Cartwright said the last litter pick on Walkmill meadows will be on Tuesday.


Councillor Cartwright asked if permission to install bike racks had been received.  The Clerk said that communications with Shropshire Council to seek permission is ongoing.

The meeting concluded at 8.25pm

       Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

