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S&F.MAY.2019

 Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities Committee held on 
30 May 2019 at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, 
Frogmore Road, Market Drayton.
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, A Cartwright,

 D. Edmunds, M. Erwin, S. Glover, I Nellins, M. Smith, R Smith and M. Whittle.
Clerk:
Town Clerk and Projects Officer

1. SF
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Gough.
2. SF
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were no pecuniary interests raised.
3. SF
MINUTES
Councillor R. Smith proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED with two abstentions: 
To agree and confirm the minutes of a meeting of the Services and Facilities committee held on 21 March 2019.
4. SF 
PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public had expressed a wish to speak at the meeting

5. SF       
CHERRY WAY PLAY AREA
Councillor Glover said that there is no perimeter fencing around the play area on Cherry way, a dog bin is located next to the swings and the Sub Station in the northwest corner is a hazard.   As there is no fence residents walk through the centre of the play area instead of using the path and dogs roam around the area.  The installation of a fence would make the area safer for young children.
The Clerk said that current guidelines state that play areas should not be fenced.  The Chair said as they are only guidelines the Council can install a fence if they agree it is required; all other Council play areas are fenced.

Councillor Edmunds asked if a rolling programme of repair is needed for the parks.  The Clerk responded that a programme of repair is being produced from the Rospa Inspection; the inspection provides pictures of all the equipment.
It was agreed that the dog bin would be relocated and dog fouling signs put up as soon as possible.
After a short discussion;

Councillor Whittle proposed, Councillor Edmunds seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To obtain costs for the installation of a meter high fence around the play area on Cherry Way.  
The Chair and Clerk to be given delegated powers to proceed with the installation of the fence if costs are within budget.
6. SF     CEMETERY
Copies of the Cemetery Rules and Regulations were circulated previously.

The Clerk explained that it has become general practice to place cremated remains in grave spaces, under the headstone.  This has been acceptable when only one cremated remains are interred, but in many cases,  requests are received for second cremated remains to be interred.  This is problematic as when the second cremated remains are interred you may disturb cremated remains that have already been interred; it is unlawful to disturb any interned remains.  
The Clerk said that cremated remains should be interred in their own space not in a grave space as some grave spaces have 4 or 5 remains.  Point 26 in the Rules and Regulations of the Cemetery have been amended to reflect this.
Councillor Edmunds asked if this would apply retrospectively.  The Clerk said that initially it would be at the Clerks discretion.

Councillor T Beckett said that point 30 is outdated and should be removed; Councillors agreed.

Councillor Aldcroft proposed, Councillor Edmunds seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To amendment point 26 of the Rules and Regulations of the Cemetery to read;

26.
Urns may not be interred in ordinary grave spaces. All cremated remains shall be interred in the specific area of the cemetery which is allocated to such interments.
 To remove point 30.
7. SF
NEWPORT ROAD TOILETS
The Chair said there has been several instances of vandalism at the toilets.  The Chair proposed closing the toilets at each end, leaving the middle, disabled toilet available for use.  The middle toilet would be refurbished as a single use toilet with vandal proof fittings.  The toilets at each end would be opened for large events as and when required.

Councillor Whittle said that the individuals responsible for the vandalism should be prosecuted; the toilets are very well used and the Council should not be considering closing them.
The clerk said that all incidents at the toilets are reported to the Police; it is their decision to prosecute.  The toilets are very old and will not withstand much more vandalism, if vandalism continues the toilets may need to be closed permanently; by agreeing to the proposal a toilet will be available for use.
Councillor M Smith suggested installing wall mounted CCTV camera’s as they would act as a deterrent and provide evidence to prosecute the individuals causing the vandalism.  The clerk responded that CCTV cameras have been used on other Town Council owned property, unfortunately, images obtained have not helped secure prosecutions as the CPS would not progress with prosecutions as it was not in the public interest.

Councillor Edmunds suggested that the proposal be trialed with a 6 month period.

Councillor Glover said that last year a decision was taken that the toilets would be closed if more vandalism took place.

Councillor Edmund proposed, Councillor Whittle seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To close the toilets at each end of the toilet block at Newport Road

To refurbish the disabled toilet to be a single use toilet with vandal proof fittings

To discuss the use of Newport Road Toilets again in six months.
8.SF
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
Festival of Lights is on the 16 November 2019.  The Projects Officer said that plans are in early stages.  A meeting is being arranged with the contractor to discuss enhancing the lights across Cheshire Street and alternative small Christmas trees for outside the shops; last year solar power lights were used which were not very effective.  An audit will be carried out of the locations for the small Christmas trees and the electricity supplies available.

9.SF
  PARTY IN THE PARK
Councillor J Beckett left the meeting


Councillor M Smith said that the event is a free event for the whole community, last year over 2,000 people attended.

45 stalls have already been booked.  This year there will be a mixture of local bands and bands that have been bought in; following a request on the Drayton Crier sponsors have come forward to fund bands.

This year they would like to hire a stage rather than use a flat bed lorry; the cost is in the region of £1,500 and funding is required to cover the cost.  Income last year was used to pay for the Marshalls and hire toilets, the small amount of profit is being used to help fund this year’s event.
The Chair said that this committee does not have funding available; it was agreed that an agenda item would be included on the next Community and Governance meeting.

Councillor Whittle said a letter requesting financial support and a report setting out what the money would be spent on should be sent to the Clerk in advance of the next meeting.
10.SF
THE ZONE
Councillor Whittle thanked the officers for the report.  The Report was NOTED.
11.SF
INFORMATION


The following information was NOTED:
i) Street Lighting upgrade is due to start week commencing 3rd June 2019. The lighting contract includes the five bollards on Normanbrook Court.

ii) Buntingsdale Park Gates – two new 3.5 metre gates have been donated by a local business; arrangements are ongoing regarding installation.

The meeting concluded at 8.24pm

Chairman
 ………………………………                   Date  …………………

