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Market Drayton Town Council
Minutes of a Services and Facilities Committee Meeting

Held in The Starmer Room at the Parish Rooms, Church Street, Market Drayton, on Thursday 4 June 2026 at 7.35pm. 
PRESENT: Councillors: R. Adcock, Mrs. J. Beckett, T. Beckett, J. Blandford, 

A. Cartwright, P. Glover, G. Groves, T. Manton (Chairman), and I. Sharp.
ABSENT: Councillors: R. Aldcroft, R. Hughes and I. Nellins.
0 members of the public were present and 0 members of the public listening via Teams. 
In Attendance: Sue Thomas, Town Clerk, and Kate Harvey, Assistant Clerk.
1.SF
APOLOGIES

Members NOTED the following apologies:

Councillor R. Hughes
-
Prior Arrangement

Councillor I. Nellins 

-
Prior Arrangement
2.SF
DISCLOSABLE INTERESTS

i.  No disclosable interests were declared.

ii.  No dispensations were received for consideration.
3.SF
PUBLIC SESSION


No members of the public had requested to speak.
4.SF
MINUTES
Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Cartwright seconded and it was RESOLVED with 1 abstention:

To agree and confirm the minutes of a Services and Facilities Committee meeting held on 12 March 2026. 
5.SF   MACHANICAL ROAD SWEEPER
Members considered investigating the cost and feasibility of engaging an external contractor to provide a mechanical road sweeping service within the town centre.

After a brief discussion:
Councillor Groves proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To investigate the cost of having a contractor to provide a mechanical road sweeping service within the town centre.
The costs to be brought back to the next suitable meeting.

6.SF   THE CEMETERY
i. Members considered the contractors costs for grave digging in 2026/27 as set out 


in Appendix SF016.


After a brief discussion:


Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED: 
To agree the contractors costs for grave digging in 2026/27:

	Single grave space/re-opening
	£305

	Double grave
	£325


ii. Members considered tightening the enforcement of section 19 of the cemetery 



rules and regulations relating to the placing of articles on grave spaces as set out 



in Appendix SF017.
Members all agreed that this is an extremely sensitive subject, after a brief discussion:

Councillor Glover proposed, Councillor Groves seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To ensure a fair and consistent approach for all grave owners, the following procedure be implemented:

1. In the first instance, signs will be displayed within the cemetery requesting that any items placed on grassed areas be removed within two weeks.
2. Following this period, letters will be sent to grave owners where items remain, requesting their removal within a further two weeks.

3. If, after four weeks, the items have not been removed, the Council will remove them and store them for collection by the grave owners.
7.FG   PLAY AREAS
Members considered quotes to repair the wet pour under the spinning dish on the Dalelands play area as set out in Appendix SF018.
After a brief discussion:

Councillor Adcock proposed, Councillor Manton seconded and it was RESOLVED:

To agree Quote B at a cost of £1,648 to repair the wet pour under the spinning dish on the Dalelands play area. 
Funds to come from Recreation Grounds, General Maintenance within budget.

8.SF  IN BLOOM COMPETITION
i. Members considered the prizes for the 2026 competition as set out in Appendix SF019.
After a brief discussion:

Councillor Mrs J. Beckett proposed, Councillor Groves seconded and it was RESOLVED:


For the prizes for the 2026 In Bloom Competition to be:
	1st Prize
	£30 voucher
Trophy/plaque which they keep for a year

Certificate

	2nd Prize
	£20 voucher
Certificate

	3rd Prize
	£10 voucher

Certificate


ii. Members considered the judges for the competition.
Councillor Manton proposed, Councillor Glover seconded and it was RESOLVED:
For the In Bloom competition judges to be Councillor Blandford, Groves, and Manton. 
iii. Councillor Manton proposed, Councillor Adcock seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To hold the In Bloom presentation evening in September at The Royal British Legion.
9.SF   YOUTH PROVISION
Documents were circulated to members prior to the meeting as set out in Appendix SF020.

Members were delighted to read the variety of activities carried out over both sessions.
Members NOTED the junior and senior youth club reports for the Spring term 2026, from the Shropshire Youth Association.

10.SF
COMMUNITY EVENT


Members were informed that the Extreme Tour event is not taking place this year

and considered a request from Market Drayton Methodist Church to organise and hold a community event on Longlands Play area on 6 September 2026.


Councillor Blandford proposed, Councillor Sharp seconded and it was RESOLVED:
To agree and allow Market Drayton Methodist Church to organise and hold a community event on Longlands Play area on 6 September 2026.
11.SF UPDATES AND INFORMATION


Members NOTED the following updates and information:

i. The cemetery lease is still with the solicitor.

ii. The tender submissions for the Town Park play area extension will be

    presented at the meeting on 30 July 2026.

The meeting concluded at 8.00 p.m.

Chairman:
…………………………
Date: 
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