	Community and Governance Committee Meeting


	      [image: image1.png]


                 
        Market Drayton

          Town Council



	Agenda Item: 8.CG   Fuel Prices In Market Drayton 

	

	Date: 26th January 2023


	

	Appendix : CG118


	


With the ongoing cost of living crisis, it is more important than ever to monitor costs in our community and the effects that has on our residents.
For several years fuel prices in Market Drayton have been very high compared to Towns and Cities around us.
Our community feels, and quite rightly so, they are being penalised for living rurally.
Although nationally fuel prices are coming down there still remains a discord with fuel prices in Market Drayton compared to other areas both locally and in the UK.
Currently (as of 19/01/2023) our local Morrisons fuel price is 147.9p (unleaded) 168.9p (diesel) whilst our local Shell garage is unsurprisingly the same 147.9p (unleaded) 168.9p (diesel)
Compared to other Towns & Cities in our locality the price of unleaded ranges from;




Unleaded

Diesel
Whitchurch

139.9p


163.9p
Oswestry

135.9p


160.9p

Ellesmere

139.9p


161.9p
Shrewsbury

139.5p


159.5p

Stoke


138.7p


161.7p
In Market Drayton we are currently paying more for our fuel than those living on the Old Kent Road in London! (142.7p (unleaded) 161.7p (diesel))
The reality in these variances to a resident living in Market Drayton and filling their small family car up in Market Drayton, doing an average mileage of 10,000 per year they will pay an additional £155-86 (unleaded) or £80-82 (diesel) per year, compared to if they filled up in say Whitchurch (based on mpg of 35mpg petrol/45mpg diesel), and whilst these may not appear huge figures they most definitely are to those that cannot afford their weekly grocery shop.
Of course, this is at the lower end of the scale, for those doing higher mileages or indeed businesses in Market Drayton the costs are far, far higher, into the hundreds & hundreds of pounds….   
Unfortunately, much of this is a consequence of the policies of fuel companies (primarily supermarkets) whereby they price match, as a well-known supermarket retailer openly admits “We want to ensure our petrol stations remain competitive within their local area, offering customers a fair price wherever they live. We therefore adjust the price at each station using locally gathered pricing information”. Shockingly RAC Fuel Watch data shows supermarkets 
are currently enjoying margins of around 15p a litre on both petrol and diesel while hard-pressed drivers have to fork out for petrol and diesel at an unnecessarily high price.

This means in Market Drayton only Morrisons and Shell are in competition with each other, resulting in the inevitable fuel pricing (fixing) for our residents.
Again, we are being penalised for living in a rural community where we have only two fuel suppliers available to us. 

I would therefore urge this Council to communicate these concerns to both Morrisons and Shell and plead with them to assist our community at this time of hardship and come into line with lower fuel prices that much of our local petrol retailers are offering and their communities enjoying.

Sources: Petrol Prices UK/GOV.UK/RAC/Auto Express/Sainsburys
