Stoke upon Tern Parish Council
CHAIRMAN: Cllr Phil Butters             
CLERK: Mr. G Bould



Notes of the Special Parish Council (extended) meeting held on Wednesday 17th December 2025, at 7.30 p.m. at the Parish Hall, Stoke on Tern, Langley Dale, Stoke on Tern, Market Drayton. TF9 2DX to discuss the Shropshire Together implications for devolution and options for the locality.
Present: 
Stoke upon Tern Parish Councillors: Phil, Butters, Sarah Planton, Sue Bartram and Pete Waters.
Sutton upon Tern Parish Councillors (visitors): Michael Dams, John Lugg and Deborah Sambrook.
Cheswardine Parish Councillor (visitor): Nigel Stallard.
Hodnet Parish Councillor (visitor): Lin Sherwin.
Market Drayton Town Councillor (visitor): Roger Hughes. 
Morton Say Parish Councillor (visitor): Jo Burslam.
Adderley and Moreton Say Parish Council Clerk (visitor): Jane Evans.
Childs Ercall Parish Councillor (visitor): Martyn Hatfield.
Woore Parish Councillor (visitor): Rachel Goodman and Chelsea Burnard (Clerk).

1. Welcome and introductions.
The Chairman of Stoke upon Tern Parish Council Cllr Phil Butters, the host for the meeting, -  formally welcomed visitors and members to this second Special Parish Council (extended) meeting to explore the Shropshire Together implications for devolution and options for the locality. As some additional Parish Council representatives had joined the meeting from the locality all present introduced themselves.

2. To receive any apologies for absence.
Cllr's K Newby, J Scott and L Bearman, Stoke upon Tern PC, Cllr's T Hodge, L Carey and R Kilgallon, Sutton upon Tern PC, Cllr T Manton Market Drayton TC.
3. To agree the notes/actions from the meeting held on the 01/10/25.
Cllr S Planton (Stoke upon Tern) proposed and Cllr M Dams (Sutton upon Tern) seconded. The proposal was unanimously agreed by those who were present at the said meeting.
4. Feedback from respective Town and Parish Councils.
Of the local councils present all but two have signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) circulated by Shropshire Council. Concerns however still remain among all in attendance about the finer details around costs, impact upon future precepts and the need to stay informed with as much information as possible. This then lead into a detailed discussion about the different information that would be provided by Shropshire Council and available to those who have signed the MoU and those who have not. It was then proposed and seconded and unanimously agreed that the local councils present are happy to move forward and continue to cooperate in terms of the local devolution of services within the locality. Some substantive actions then followed to enable that to happen and are set out below in the next section.

5a. Any substantive matters not already on the agenda for comment.
1. Each local council to ask Shropshire Council to provide a more detailed list of the specification of the services and contracts already provided by Street Scene along with the costs in their locality. This will allow each local council to then assess the service delivery impact in their locality and make an informed decision on the likelihood of the service being devolved at a future date or not and what the implications are of their management.

2. 'What we want to do'? Each local council to draw up a 'wish list' around the services it would like to see delivered in each locality. This may form part of a wider consultation with residents about the type of services they would like to see in their area and would be prepared to pay for in the future with a potential precept increase.

3. 'What do local councils already do themselves'? Each local council to assemble a scheduled of what they already do in their locality. - Lists to be sent to the Clerk of Stoke upon Tern to collate for the next meeting.

4. The Chair of the meeting raised concern that, for those who had signed the MoU, sharing information received as a result could put Parish Councils at risk. The Clerk of Stoke upon Tern to ask Shropshire Council f we are able to share information provided with those who have not signed the MoU?

5b. Additional items raised:
1. Concerns raised by two members that questions emailed after the last meeting to Shropshire Councillor Alex Wagner Deputy Leader have had no response.

2. Would be helpful to have some feedback from those local councils in the initial pilot – agreed the Clerk of Stoke upon Tern would ring Oswestry Town Council to ask the question about lessons being learnt.

3. If ultimately arrangements could not be established within this locality in terms of devolved services, local councils may want to consider arrangements across North Shropshire with other local councils willing to participate in the delivery of devolved service in 26/27.
6. To discuss next steps, stemming from the signing of MOU with Shropshire Council and the potential formation of a 'partnership' with a lead accountable body that would 'bid for and hold the funds for distribution agreed on a service level agreement between the parties' – for example: Carry forward.
7. To agree the dates of follow on meetings.
Wednesday 11th February 2026 7.30pm (access from 7pm with refreshments available), Stoke on Tern Parish Hall
8. To agree a process for a joint press statement: Carry forward.

The Chairman Cllr Butters thanked all those present for attending and closed the meeting at 8.10pm.
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