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	Agenda Item:    Outside Bodies Report 

	

	Date:  26 February 2026

	

	Appendix : CG187

	



i. Grove School Community Steering group – Cllr Tim Manton
Met 6th February 2026
Continues to meet regularly, the main areas of discussions being reinforcing the groups actions to cement a positive outlook of the Grove School within the Market Drayton Community.
The Grove School is resolute in achieving these goals and as example of this is the development of a 3 year strategic plan between Grove School and the Market Drayton community. This would see young people becoming positive influencers in the town — helping to shape priorities, ideas and activity.
The Head teacher has an incredibly proactive outlook, is achieving great work at the school and is very much looking to make the Grove School centrally focused within our community.
[bookmark: _Hlk209092416]Date of next meeting to be confirmed.

ii. Market Drayton Community Covenant otherwise known as the Community Power Act – Cllr Tim Manton
Met 14th January & 4th February 2026 
In essence the concept is to give communities more control over their spaces, services and spending decisions which shape their places and futures, through a Community Power Act.
The last meeting continues to develop a concept and brand for the creation of a Community and Family Hub in Market Drayton, this still to be at the Festival Drayton Centre with a soft launch on 15th April and to be operational every Wednesday thereafter. 
[bookmark: _Hlk209092804]Next meeting 25th February 2026

iii. Active Market Drayton
Met 5th January & 2nd February 2026 – Cllr Tim Manton
The group which is focussing on the redevelopment of the Greenfields sport site including facilities at the Grove School continues to make slow but progressive progress.
Whilst funding continues to be one of the biggest hurdles together with the business model, conversations and positive steps continue to take place around CIL provision and conversations with funding from sporting bodies.


On a more positive note, funding for the 2G all weather facility at the Grove (the first stage of the Greenfields development) is 99% there. This will see a 750k investment in sports facilities in Market Drayton with work hopeful to commence around Autumn 2026.
The reality continues to be though, that the whole Greenfields project will be at a significant cost at a time when Shropshire Council finds itself in significant financial difficulty, however, when successful, will see sports provision in Market Drayton become some of the best in North Shropshire
Next meeting 2nd March 2026
Walkmill Meadows Group – Cllr Tim Manton
Has not met.
Drayton in Relief in Need Board – Cllr Tim Manton
Has not met

iv. Market Drayton Twinning Association – Cllr Philip Glover
1.  Dates for this year's visit to Pezenas agreed.  29/06 to 06/07.
2.  Discussions taking place with the Pezenas Mayor's Office as to whether a formal invitation to attend this visit will be issued to the Market Drayton Mayor.
3.  Discussions taking place regarding the customary gift given to the Pezenas Mayor during the visit.  Would the Town Council be willing to contribute?
4.  A social and fundraising programme is in place.

v. Market Drayton Climate Action – Cllr Rupert Adcock
Cllr Adcock attended an initial meeting with the chair and then a meeting with the full committee. Role as liaison between the group and Town Council was discussed and we identified areas we can work together including the green transition, planning issues, and raising awareness of local initiatives.
Discussed the Town Councils Climate Emergency Plan and meeting arranged with the Clerk to discuss potential updates.
The future of Walkmill Meadows was also discussed and it was agreed that whilst the Town Council has no official role in the site we could help with liaising between the Friends of Walkmill group and County Council if necessary.

vi. Market Drayton Sports Association – Cllr Ian Sharpe
Signage – Cllr Jeremy Blandford (County Councillor) is going to approach Shrophire Council regarding installing signage at the entrance to Hampton Drive.
Greenfields Lane - The state of the road was discussed regarding worsening potholes and flooding.  Cllr Blandford will investigate land ownership and who is responsible for Greenfields Lane.  
Shropshire Council Update - It was queried why no neighbourhood funding is available.  The Chair informed the Board that CIL funds are controlled by the Town Council.  The two Town Councillors will see if there are any more CIL funds available for Market Drayton Sports Association and report back.  
Health and Safety - PAT testing for both Rugby and Tigers to be undertaken, Grant Robinson (Chairman of Market Drayton Sports Association) will arrange for an electrician to do this work.  
CCTV -  CCTV is being considered for installation to cover the two entrances and the car park after a series of break-ins.  Quotes are being applied for.
Weekend Car Parking - On a busy weekend there can be up to 600 cars a day attending Greenfields; looking to install parking bays on the car park using a log system.
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